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PREFACE 
_ The inspiration behind the subject or this dissertation 
comes rrom my rormal training in history at Cambridge Uni-
versity in England and my subsequent acquaintance with two 
social anthropologists with sp~cial interests in the problem 
or social change, namely, Dr. Margaret Read, Proressor 
Emeritus or Education or London University, and Dr. Kenneth 
Little, Head or the Department or Social Anthropology, 
Edinburgh University. A grant rrom The Ford Foundation made 
it possible ror me to undertake rormal training in the 
disciplines or sociology and anthropology at Boston University, 
and,with this background, I was able to see more clearly the 
advantages that can accrue rrom the collaboration between 
historians and sociologists ror the rurtherance or knowledge, 
both theoretical and practical. 
A criticism sometimes labelled at interdisciplinary 
studies is that each specialist works on the common problem 
rrom his own standpoint without achieving the necessary blend 
which such studies should portray. I trust such criticism 
cannot be tenable where the collaboration is in the one mind. 
The inrormation presented in this study has been 
gathered in a number or ways, and I have tried wherever 
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possible to give the source o~ my statements. The area o~ 
greatest weakness lies in the absence o~ the minimum statis-
tiQal data necessary ~or an adequate analysis o~ the commun-
ity as an on going social system. The vital statistics on 
Freetown are di~~icult and unreliable to use because they 
are, in the majority o~ instances, rather crude estimations 
and, invariably, do not make explicitly clear to what area 
o~ the country they re~er - whether the Colony as a whole 
or to Freetown proper. The ~act also that the Colony was 
expanding during the greater part o~ ·the nineteenth century 
make.s it even more difficult to compare meaningfully figures 
from different time periods. While all this connotes 
caution in the use-o~ such data, it does not spell despair. 
Fortunately, statistical surveys, however important they 
might be, do not bring into relief all that is important in 
the life of a people. It is hoped that this study on the 
social stratification system of .Freetown, Sierra Leone, will 
show the transition which has taken place ~rom a society of 
discrete status groupings to a continuum of economic and 
prestige classes. 
It would be tedious to enumerate the names of all who 
have been of assistance of some kind to me for this work. 
To all I say thanks. I wish, however, t.o acknowledge my 
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especial debt to the Sierra Leone Government and The Ford 
Foundation, who made it possible for me to study in 
Cambridge and Boston universities respectively. I am also 
deeply grateful to Fourah Bay College for granting me leave 
of absence so that I can make use of these opportunities. 
I wish also to record my appreciation of the encourage-
ment and assistance I have received from Professor William 
0. Brown, Director of the African Studies Program, Boston 
University. My thanks also go to the staffs of the Sociology 
Department and of the African Studies Program, especially 
to Professors Daniel McCall, Frank Sweetser and Victor 
Gelineau, who have guided this research, and whose advice 
and suggestions have saved me from many an error, both of 
fact and of interpretation. 
I must also acknowledge the assistance of 
Mr. Christopher Fyfe, who 3 from his unrivalled knowledge of 
Sierra Leone records, has provided me with invaluable 
information for the study here undertaken. Mr. Fyfe hopes 
to publish shortly his ~story of Freetown, which, I have 
grounds to believe, will supersede all other works on Free-
town as the standard work on the history and sociology of 
the Creoles, and might possibly serve as their apologia as 
well as their apotheosis. Lastly, for reasons too numerous 
to mention, I owe a great debt to my wife. 
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INTRODUCTION 
General Hypothesis 
CHAPTER I 
SCOPE AND PURPOSE 
1 
In every human society there are di~~erentiated roles, 
and these roles are hierarchically evaluated depending on 
certain criteria, the most important being the amount o~ 
training and responsibility expected o:f the role. One 
resultant o~ these two ~actors is that moot societies so 
~ar have shown some system o~ social strati~ication made 
up o~ social classes or strata. 
This phenomenon o:f di~~erentiation in society, or the 
phenomennn o~ social classes, has been a subject o~ dis-
cussion ~rom earliest times. However, its modern usage, 
and the controversies that have surrounded it, stem ~rom 
the treatment Karl Marx gave it. For him, class was to be 
de~ined, ~undamentally, in terms o:f the relations men enter 
into in the economic production they carry on together. 
These relations o~ production correspond to de~inite stages 
o:f development o~ the material powers o~ production, so 
that the mode o~ these latter essentially determines the 
character o~ the relations. 
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Many scholars have objected to the predominantly 
economic orientation Marx gave to class. Max Weber, ror 
instance, has criticized Marx ror his railure to dis-
tinguish between what is strictly 1 economic,r what is 
'economically determined' and what is merely teconomically 
relevant. 11 He, on the other hand, would distinguish 
three basic criteria which stratify a society simultane-
ously: viz., the possession of economic goods and 
opportunities, to which he conrined the term 1 class 1 ; the 
possession of social honor and prestige, which he called 
'status,• and the possession or political power. Although 
the distribution or these three criteria are often highly 
interrelated, he maintained that they can be and orten 
are separate and that each in its own way is important in 
determining the behavior or individuals3 their style of 
lire, and their lire chances • 
. The theoreti·cal interest or this dissertation centers 
around Weber 1 s conceptualization of social stratification, 
particularly around his further statement that: 
1M. Weber, From Max Weber: Essa s in Sociol·o , 
Translated by H. H. Gerth and C. w. Mills New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1946), p. 47· 
When the bases of the acquisition and 
distribution of goods are relatively stable, 
stratification by status is favored. Every 
technological repercussion and economic trans-
formation threatens stratification by status 
and pushes the class situation into the fore-
ground. Epochs and countries in which the 
naked class situation is of predominant 
significance are regularly the periods of tech-
nical and economic transformations. And every 
slowing down of the shifting of economic strati-
fications leads, in due course, to the growing 
of status structures and makes for a resusci-
tation of the important role of social honor.2 
3 
Freetown affords an example of a society which, within 
a relatively short period, has passed from a predominantly 
closed to a predominantly open system of stratification. 
In the early period, families showed a high degree of con-
sistency in their ranking on the variables which affected 
social stratification; more specifically, families which 
ranked high on ethnic descent tended to rank high on all 
other variables. Dr. Gehard Lenski has coined the term 
"status crystallization" for situations where there is this 
close correlation among the factors of social stratification, 
and the term 11status inconsistency 11 for situations where 
families or individuals rank high on some and low on other 
variables. The variables which will be considered in this 
dissertation are the three which Max Weber has distinguished. 
2Ibid., P• 193· 
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High status crystallization was possible at the outset 
in Freetown because of the historical beginnings of the 
colony. The former Negro slaves from England and the New 
World who were transplanted to the country between 1787 
and 1800, by a combination of British philanthropy, 
humanitarianism and commercialism, were quick to respond 
to the favorable treatment meted out by the B~itish admini-
stration and other ancillary agencies, like the Christian 
missionary societies; and because of this response, they 
became within a relatively short time the privileged group 
as compared with the indigenous inhabitanta of the area to 
whom the opportunities for achievement were also open. 
Freetown was thus, at this stage, a particularistic society 
in which achievement was determined on the basis of descent. 
To these Settlers were added, between 1808 and 1850, 
Liberated Africans as they were rescued from slave ships 
en route to the New World. A Liberated African who was 
desirous of social mobility in the society as it was then 
structured had to make the Settler groups his focus of 
reference, and his process of incorporation into this 
reference group was facilitated by his success in acquiring 
the other characteristics which reinforced and strengthened 
the ascriptive descent status, namely, western education 
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and religion, industrial and economic skills, and western 
political behavior. 
Two periods or crystallization can be discerned in an 
examination or the social evolution or the Freetown society. 
The rirst can roughly be set between 1787 and 1830, when 
the Settler groups were dominant and when the Liberated 
Africans had not advanced sufriciently on any or th~ 
criteria or stratirication under review to undermine or 
challenge Settler supremacy. The period, 1830 to 1870 was 
one or rapid change during which the colony expanded its 
boundaries and made significant strides in the economic 
and political fields. It was a time when individuals rrom 
the body of Liberated Africans were gaining recognition by 
virtue of their success in trade and business. It was thus 
a period of status inconsistency as already derined When 
many families and individuals ranked high on the economic 
variable but low in status or political power. It was a 
period when the Weberian class component was in the rare-
ground, when Settlers and Liberated Africans alike gained 
or lost in the stratirication hierarchy in proportion to 
their possession of economic goods and opportunities. By 
the last quarter of the nineteenth century, the Liberated 
Africans had merged surriciently with the oid western 
6 
Settlers to form a new crystallization where status in 
Weber's sense was predominant. The term 'Creole' will be 
used in this study to refer to this assimilated group of 
descendants of Settlers and Liberated Africans, though the 
term has taken on a wider connotation in the. subsequent 
history of the colony.3 It should, however, be borne in 
mind throughout the discussion that these time divisions 
are useful primarily as a matter of expository convenience, 
and are not intended to convey the impression that each 
begins and ends a definite process of change. 
The fact that mobility could be gained without the 
Settler ethnic background had thus undermined the relative 
importance of ascribed as against achieved status, though 
its effect on the structure was not visible until later.4 
Superficially, what had happened was not the abrogation of 
a·monopoly based on biological descent, but the development 
of a partnership. 
3!ri.fra; P.~ ·109-10. 
4one of the most general distinctions which can be 
applied to stratification is that employed by Linton between 
'•achieved11 and "ascribed11 status. Linton defined them thus: 
11 Ascribed status are those which are assigned to individuals 
without rererence to their innate differences or abilities 
• • • • The achieved statuses are, as a minimum, those 
requiring special qualities, although they are not necessarily 
limited to these. They are not assigned to individuals from 
birth but are left open to be filled through competition and 
individual effort.n Ralph Linton, The Study of Man (New York: 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1936), ch. VII. · · 
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Alongside this·was another process 0~ change a~~ect­
ing the development o~ the Creole society o~ Freetown. 
Contact between the small but distinctly western society 
o~ Freetown and the rest o~ the country o~ Sierra Leone 
had been going on since the inception o~ the colony. · In 
two crucial aspects, however, the ~arm o~ this contact was 
di~ferent ~rom the contact between Liberated Africans and 
Settlers. First, the Liberated Africans were introduced 
to the Settlers as apprentices with the ~ull encouragement 
o~ Church and State, both equally desirous of extending 
the blessings of Christianity and civilization to the Liber-
ated Africans. In the case o~ the contact between Creoles 
and the indigenous inhabitants, there were no institutions 
to champion the cause of the latter; further, they did not 
~ace the Creoles as apprentices but as domestics or as a 
proletariat group. Second, the contact was.different in 
another respect: the Liberated Africans faced Settler 
culture as individuals, torn away from their culture back-
ground; the indigenous inhabitants faced the Settlers as 
individuals with their respective tribal societies behind 
and within easy reach. These factors, as will be pointed 
out, help to explain the degree and extent of assimilation 
that was possible under the two processes of change. 
8 
Today, with an increasing participation of the 
indigenous tribes in the upper echelons of the economic 
and political orders, the society is fast changing from. 
a particularistic-achievement type to a predominantly 
universalistic-achievement type.5 From the perspective of 
the mobile individual, the activities necessary for 
mobility have now increased, and, from the angle of the 
structure, the number of individuals who can engage in 
these activities has correspondingly increased. 
Field studies which test the conditions under which 
the institutional norms for a society, in the area of 
social stratification, change, are not many; but there 
are a few which offer useful guides for the present study 
in terms either of the similarity of their background or 
the relevance of their concepts. For example, Lioyd 
5Talcott Parsons regards the open and caste types of 
norms as specific forms of a more generalized value 
typology which he has called tuniversalistic' and tparticu-
laristic.t The universalistic type of institutional norm 
prescribes that all men be treated according to the same 
standards of evaluatiqn. And the particularistic type pre-
scribes the division of men into different categories on 
the basis of inherited, racial, sexual, family, or community 
characteristics and their differential evaluation accord-
ingly. Gf. Talcott Parsons, Essa s in Sociolo ical Theor , 
rev. edn. (Glencoe, Ill.: Free Press, 19 , chaps, 2, 
and 19. Also, The Social System (Glencoe, Ill.: Free Press, 
1951), pp. 61-63. 
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Warner 1 s Choice of Newburyport for his Yankee City studies 
was determined largely by its relative stability. He 
argued that: 
If we were to compare easily the other 
societies of the world with one of our own 
civilization, and if we were readily to accom-
modate our techniques, developed by the study of 
primitive society, to modern groups, it seemed 
wise to choose a community with a social organi-
zation which had developed over a long period 
of time under the domination of a single group 
with a coherent tradition.6 
Beals and Tumin in their work on change and stratifi-
cation in Latin America have shown how, under the force of 
industrialization and the whole complex of social changes 
associated with it, societies with basically caste strati-
fication systems are being transformed into societies with 
open-class stratification systems.? Further, there are 
the renent works which have gone under the name of nstatus 
crystallization." In a study on a random sample of five 
hundred and seventy-nine families in Detroit, carried out 
by Gerhard Lenski in 1952, he was able to demonstrate that 
several social factors which are often lumped together in 
6w. Lloyd Warner and Paul S. Lunt, The Social Life 
of a Modern Community (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1941), p. 5. 
7cf. Ralph L. Beals, nsocial Stratification in Latin 
America, 11 American Journal of Sociology, 58 (1953) 
pp. 327-39· 
M. M. Tumin, Caste in a Peasant Societ : A Case 
Study in the Dynamics of Caste Princeton, N.J.: Princeton 
University Press, 1952). 
so·cial 
variati 
ing or 
researc 
10 
tratification studies can show an independent 
bringing out th~ importance of separat-
ontrolling the different social variables in 
l . 8 ana ys~s. 
Fr etown society thus offers a further laboratory to 
corrobo illuminate in greater detail the hypothesis 
that in eriods of relative stability in a society one 
pect to find a greater degree of status crystalli-
zation. And, conversely, that where there occurs an 
increas~ in the diversity of the factors affecting social 
mobility and an increase in the number of individuals who 
can util ze those factors, there will be a decrease in 
status c ystallization or an increase in status inconsistency. 
The 
derives 
distinctive flavor of Freetown life, 
y travellers from Richard Burton to Elspeth Huxley 
understand or appreciate discriminately, 
from one source, from Creoledom, so rarely 
understo d by English writers who dislike the reflection of 
8G. Lenski, 11Status Chrystallization: A Non-Vert:tc~l 
Dimensio of Social Status, n American Sociological Review, 
vol. XIX {1954) pp. 405-413· 
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themselv s as mirrored in these people. 9 The Creoles are 
also because of their past and future role in 
opment of the country. · The integration of the 
Creole c mmu.nity with the rest of the country is one of 
Sierra one's immediate problems, and if it is to be 
solved3 t will have to be in Freetown, the capital, where 
adership is now being successfully challenged by 
the trib s of the Protectorate. 
Thi dissertation will attempt to deal with one aspect 
of Creol dom, namely, the structure of the society and the 
changes 
century 
its shape and span throughout the nineteenth 
to the present time. 10 This knowledge is 
for any meaningful ~derstanding of' the present 
social s ructure and as a basis for any positive efforts 
to impro e Creole tribal relationships. 
The main purpose of the founding of' a colony at Sierra 
9:a. .• B.ur-t on·;·, Wanderings in West Africa (London: 
Tins;ley os., 1863), E. Huxley, Four Guineas. (London: Ghetto 
and Windu, l954). 
10Bar er defines space and span as follows: "Span has 
to do wit the degree of' differential evaluation between 
social class at the top of' a stratification system and the 
class at he bottom. The shape ••• has to do with and 
results f om the proportions of' people in a society who are 
located i its different social classes. tt B. Barber, 
Social St atif'ication (New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1957), 
p. 7. 
12 
Leone in 1787 was to secure a home on the continent of 
r natives of Africa and their descendants who 
for one eason or another, primarily because of slavery 
and the lave trade, had left their native shores and were 
perforce living abroad, as well as for those Africans of 
what one might call the "diaspora.m11 
Dur ng this period various groups of people were sent 
to Sierr Leone, of which five are of.major significance 
for the ubsequent development of the settlement. Of 
these th first was the group of about four hundred nBlack 
Poortt wh were living in and around London, some sixty non-
descript 
the colo 
women and a few white men. They arrived in 
in 1787. In 1791 the Directors of the Sierra 
Leone Co any decided to send to the country Europeans as 
colonists as well as for the administration of the colony. 
Leone .. 
ar, according to the Board of Directorst Report, 
ed and nineteen white persons 11 sailed for Sierra 
The hird significant group was the eleven hundred 
Negroes f om Nova Scotia, Canada, who arrived in Freetown 
11 Us d here to refer to those of the African race 
scattered throughout the world analogous to the Jews 
scattered throughout the world after the Exile. 
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in 1792. These were former American slaves who had 
supporte Britain in the American War of Independence and 
had been settled as free men or servants of Loyalists in 
the mari ime provinces of Canada. The fourth group were 
the Maro ns who arrived in 1800. These were Negroes who 
had revo ted against their British masters in the West 
Indian i land of Jamaica, and who, af~er an offer~ of equit-
e terms, were tricked into leaving their strong-
holds an were then captured and removed to Nova Scotia. 
Mos of the Negro settlers had lost their African 
cultural heritage and had developed new habits to meet the 
complex situations in ~he western world. They had evolved 
a lin ua franca composed predominantly of English words, 
and many answered to western names. They thus constituted 
t significant class of black settlers with values 
and patte ns of behavior different from those of the 
g tribal Africans. 
the passing of the Slave Trade Act in 1807, a 
Court of djudicature was established in Freetown for the 
trial of lave ships and the release of their human cargo. 
Thus for he next forty years, a vast number of new comers 
were to the population of the colony. Unlike the 
ttlers, this fifth group of people were tribal 
Africans on their way to slavery in the New World. Accord-
ing to Koelle 1 s Polyglotta Africana, there were many from as 
far north as Senegal and as far south as Angola, though Ibo 
and Yoruba from Nigeria predominated. They represented about 
as heterogeneous as assemblage, in language, custom and 
belief as can be imaginedo 
Freetown became a cultural melting pot. Faced with 
the western cultural patterns as interpreted by the new 
world settlers (i.e., the Nova Scotians and Maroons pre-
dominantly), which patterns were reinforced by the patronage 
and favor of the European administration and other ancillary 
agencies like the missionary societies, the Liberated 
Africans, as this fifth group of immigrants came to be known, 
began to copy these patterns which soon became the high 
prestige culture for all groups in the territory. 
Around the 1820's, Freetown society was stratified 
hierarchically into four levels made up of the indigenous 
inhabitants of the area, the newly arrived Liberated 
Africans, the Settlers and the English official class (who, 
as the administration were always exemplars of prestige 
values) in an ascending order of superordination. The 
structure then exhibited some features of a caste-like or 
closed society where status was based on ascribed' rather 
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than achieved criteria. By the mid-century, a number of 
Liberated Africans had succeeded in adapting and assimi-
lating the culture of the New World Settler, while, at the 
same time, influencing settler-ways to some extent. 
A small minority of Liberated Africans from Yoruba 
land in Nigeria, however, were able to reassemble at Free-
town where they succeeded in maintaining some cohesion and 
identity by preserving the Yoruba language and embracing 
the Moslem religion. Though these factors distinguished 
them from the rest of the Liberated Africans, yet they 
never identified with the native populations of Freetown, 
being known instead as Akus. Until after the 1920 period, 
they were a community who did not share or contest a share, 
in the status-power-reward system of Freetown. Analytically, 
therefore, they can be considered together with the 
indigenous tribes in the social stratification structure. 
The society then in the 1850's was different from the 
earlier caste-like structure to the degree in which the 
Liberated Africans were moving and merging with the Settler 
groups. 
The successful merging of Settlers and Liberated 
Africans resulted in the appearance once more of discrete 
social classes with relatively high crystallization. There 
16 
was, as in the earliest :p.eri"o~CI .. :a-.hig.h correlation 
between class, status and power. To illustrate, the rirst 
Africans to be nominated into the Legislative Council came 
rrom this class. True, the basis or their economic position 
was success in trade, but it was always reinrorced by the 
social position they maintained in the society. In the early 
period these Arricans were trader-b~sine~s men who had the 
wealth and were respected by the community. In turn they 
sent their children to Europe to qualiry ror the learned 
proressions. By the last quarter or the 19th century, it 
was these returned sons, now members or the esteemed and 
honorable proressions, who dominated the local political 
scene. 
The pre-eminence and prestige or the Creoles went 
practically unchallenged until about the period or the 
Second World War. A number or tribal individuals,. it is 
true, had been able in the past, because or their achieve-
ment either in the rield or education or business, to wrest 
higher status that .. that which was initially ascribed to 
them on the basis or descent. 
Because or rundamental changes in the dynamics or the 
situation in Sierra Leone, this dererential, almost 
Victorian, society is now being challenged. Today 
17 
cooperation and integration o:f the Creoles and the tribal 
groups is one o:f the country's major problems. 
One signi:ficant set o:f :factors which has contributed 
to the challenge is the change in the policy o:f the Admini-
stration towards the Creoles. It can be argued. that by 
the turn o:f the century the Imperial Government had ceased 
to encourage the growth o:f the in:fluence o:f the Creoles. 
Thus the process o:f assimilation towards Creole values and 
behavior patterns was retarded without any new positive 
policy introduced in its place. This has prevented the 
development o:f a. sense o:f common nationhood between the two 
parts o:f Sierra·Leone :for :fully hal:f a century. 
This also meant that there was now a third :force -
the external British Government - between the Creole and 
the tribal groups. But it was not, however, until the 
Second World War that any new policy was :formulated to 
trans:form the society :from a particularistic to a 
universalistic-achievement type. This is seen most clearly 
in proposals :for political changes and educational develop-
12 
ment. Meanwhile, economic changes were demanding :further 
12 
nGovernment adheres :firmly to the principle that .the 
correct basis o:f representation in the Legislature should 
be determined by population.n C:f. The Government's Proposals 
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adjustments in the social structure and in the avenues 
f'or achievement. 
The new class of' political leaders are no longer drawn 
exclusively or even predominantly f'rom the old westerA 
oriented Creole group. They now derive their claims, not 
f'rom so.cial status, but f'rom their specialize¢1. skills and 
talents or as champions of' their tribal groups. They are 
neither f'rom groups whose superiority is traditional, like 
the chief's, nor are they yet the group which is imitated, 
in the sense that their manner of' acting and living sets 
a standard which others accept and.try to f'ollow. Never-
theless, they pref'er, it would seem, the social status and 
prestige that went with political leadership in the def'er-
ential society; hence the increasing accent on the symbols 
of' class position - bigger cars, more expensive clothing, 
larger houses and more items of conspicuous consumption. 
This process may be considered as one form of the more 
for Cqnstitutional Change, Sessional Paper No. 2, 1956. 
As Roy Lewis also testifies: "Even before the Con-
stitution was brought in, Government was bowing to this 
opinion by building expensive and, as some people think, 
extravagant schools in Bo and Magburaka 1 lest the 
Protectorate should feel they were getting nothing out of' 
taxes. r n Cf. Roy Lewis~ Sierra Leone (London: H. M. 
Stationary Office, 1954J, p. 231. 
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general sociological process that has been referred to as 
11 symbolic justification" by Barber, as "status equilibration1' 
by Merton, or as 11rank equilibration'• by Zetterberg. 13 
As noted earlier, we are using the term ttatatus 
crystallizationn to refer to consistency in ranking on the 
Weberian basic criteria. On this basis, the situation now 
is one of 11 status inconsistency.n Economic challenge has 
been followed by successful political challenge. The new 
economic and political class have yet, however to become 
the social elite - they have yet to acquire social honor 
; 
and prestige. 
Dr. Kenneth Little has drawn attention to the influential 
role of the Creoles in shaping the modern West African 
societies and the significance of such a study as the one 
herein outlined in his article on the "Significance of the 
West African Creole for Africanist and Afro-American 
Stud:i:e's. nl4 
Dr. Dollardts suggestion in analyzing the American 
Negro situation, that where social cohesion is still 
l3B. Barber, op. cit., p. 404 footnote. 
14cf. Journal of African Affairs, Vol. 49 No. 197 
(December 1950), PP• 308-319. 
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~rfective, communities have been able to hold out against 
other dominant cultures, and that where individuals have 
to face acculturation as isolates the change is more rapid, 
is not 'Without relevance .for this study. 15 
It is proposed to examine the structural factors and 
the social conditions that affect the processes of movement 
from one role and class position to another in the evolution 
of the Creole community through a consideration of such 
ascribed status determinants as settler descent, and such 
achieved status components as education, wealth, occupation 
and religious affiliation. Thus the study will be concerned 
with both structure and processes, that is, w.i.th the factors 
which make for social mobility and their relative importance 
on a time dimension. 
Source Material and Methodology 
Three broad approaches in sociological methodology may 
be distinguished depending on the type of research to be 
done and the availability of data; ·these are the experi-
mental, the statistical and the historical. It is proposed 
to employ the historical method in the examination and 
l5J. Dollard, Caste and Class in a Southern Town 
(New York: Anchor edn, 1957), p. 419. 
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analysis o~ the evolution o~ the Creole community. This 
method is best used when analyzing prior events in time 
and space when it is not possible to apply the usual con-
trols o~ the experimental or statistical method. Such 
studies can yield valuable results which are themselves a · 
contribution to the building o~ a body o~ social science 
content and systematic generalization. Such studies will 
include the works o~ Max WebeJ;>, Pro~e·ssor Tawney and 
Dr. Bellah. 16 
Freetown is rich in source material which make such 
an analysis both possible and meaning~ul. There are 
mission societies' reports, o~~icial Government publications, 
Parliamentary Papers, and Government Despatches Which relate 
to church a~~iliations, occupations, education and other 
matters. There are also local newspapers which pnrtray the 
social li~e o~ the times, and there are printed works o~ 
travellers and missionaries who have written o~ Freetown 
society with insight and accuracy though without statistics. 
These records and documents provide su~~icient data to 
l6c~. M. Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the S irit o~ 
Capitalism, trans. by Talcott Parsons London: Allen & 
Unwin, 1930). 
R. H. Tawney, Religion and the Rise o~ Capitalism 
Harcourt Brace, 1926). 
R.N. Bellah,.Tokugawa Religion. (Glencoe, Ill.: 
Free Press, 1957). 
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justify some generalization on the evolution and growth of 
the Creole community; generalization which will throw 
abundant light on the modern sociology of Sierra Leone. 
Indeed, such a study is a sine qua non for an understanding 
of the dynamics of social cohesion in contemporary Freetown. 
Lastly, the study will serve as material for a comparative 
analysis of the working out of similar problems and issues 
in other parts of the world, for example, in Liberia and 
the West Indies. 
Review of the Work of Other Investigators in the Field 
The early history of this part of the continent is 
wrapped up in mystery. There is a passing mention of the 
people of the west coast of the continent in Herodotus, and 
it is held that Hanno the Carthaginian went as far as Sierra 
Leone in 500 B.C. 
The modern beginnings af white enterprise in West Africa 
can be traced to the work of exploration and discovery under-
taken by the Portuguese in.the fifteenth century. In 1461 
Pedro de Cintra reached the coast which he called Sierra 
Leone because, according to Pacheco Pereira, his companion 
on that voyage, of the rugged and august appearance of the 
scenery. By 1505 there was a definite Portuguese settle-
ment in Sierra Leone. 
Jl 
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Adventurers rrom other countries soon rollowed, not 
as colonizers, but as pirates and slave-tr~ders. The 
incentive ror the latter was the large-scale production 
or sugar, tobacco and cotton in the New World rrom about 
the middle or the sixteenth century, Which caused a great 
demand ror labor which neither the Caribs nor the white 
indentured servants were able or surricient to supply. 
The planters thererore had to resort to Negroes rrom 
Mrica. As Eric Williams, the West Indian historian, has 
written: 
Slavery in the Caribbean has been too 
narrowly identiried with the Negro. A romantic 
twist has thereby been given to What is basically 
an economic phenomenon. Slavery was not born or 
racism: rather, racism was the consequence or 
slavery. Unrree labor in the New World was brown, 
white, bla£k and yellow; Catholic, Protestant, 
and pagan. 7 
In accordance with the ruling economic doctrines or the 
day, monopolistic companies were rormed to carry on this 
trade with West Arrica. Thus, in 1592, Queen Ellzabeth or 
England granted trading rights to Thomas Gregory and others 
over the country between the Rio Nunez and the south-ernmost 
17Eric Williams, Capitali~m and Slavery(Chapel Hill: 
University of' Carolina·Press, 1944J, P• 7• 
part of the river Sierra Leone. The Company of Royal 
Adventurers into Africa (1662 - 1672) did establish a 
fort in Sierra Leone, but it was left to its successor, 
the Royal African Company, to prosecute to any appreciable 
extent the trade with the country. In 1750 this Company 
was succeeded by ttthe Company of Mer chants trading to 
Africa.n This was the fifth of the charter companies, and 
it lasted until 1821 when, as all its expenses had by then 
become a public charge, the charter was withdrawn and its 
possessions annexed to, and made part of the dependencies 
of, Sierra Leone.18 
The inhabitants of the area in the period before the 
1787 settlement have been described thus by John Matthews, 
Lieutenant of the British Royal Navy, Who visited the area 
in 1785: 
The natives were originally Susus, but the 
principal people call themselves Portuguese, claim-
ing their descent from the colonists who were 
formerly settled here though they do not retain the 
smallest trace of European extraction • • • • Their 
religion principally consists in repeating a Pater 
Noster or an Ave Maria, and in wearing a large string 
of beads round their neck w.ith a cross or crucifixion 
suspended. In every other respect they follow the 
customs and ceremonie~ of their pagan countryme:( but 
generally exceed them in treachery and revenge. 9 
18E. 
1750-1821 
19J. 
(London: 
C. Martin, The British West African Settlements 
(London: Oxford Univ. Press, 1927). 
Matthews, A Voyage to the River Sierra Leone 
B. White & Son, 1788), p. 82. 
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Until about the second half of the nineteenth century, 
Freetown had a particular interest as the home of freed 
Negroe~ and an example of the humanitarian answer to the 
problem of slavery. It had its apologis·ts and its critics 
- sympathy from the liberals who abhored slavery and 
believed in the fundamental equality of all men; criticism 
from those who saw their trade endangered or "Who regarded 
the humanitarian program as dreamy and~·unreal. 
As the century progressed, it became increasingly 
difficult for the humanitarians to refute the arguments of 
their critics that the colony was not paying its way nor 
were its inhabitants promoting fiiindustry and Civilizationrr 
among the tribes of the hinterland. The ~870 1 s saw a 
resurgence of Imperialism in Europe Which led to the 
partition of Africa among the European powers in the period 
between l884 and l900. From all this, Sierra Leone emerged 
as only one of several colonies, and with the decrease in 
humanitarian fervour or influence in the affairs of the colony, 
it gradually took on the pattern and likeness of any colonial 
territory. 
Yet its early history had been singular and interesting, 
and the descendants of those early Settlers and Liberated 
Africans still conformed to a way of life removed in many 
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important ways from tribal mores. In the nineteenth 
century, missionaries, travellers, and Government officials 
had recorded their impressions about the country and its 
peoples. Though these reports, diaries and dispatches 
were not meant to be sociological treatises, yet they do 
convey an adequate picture of how the society was 
structured and ordered. 
Notwithstanding this background of material, very few 
modern scholars have made any serious or sustained study 
of the Freetown community. In 1903, J. J. Crooks, who had 
served as Colonial Secretary and acting Governor of the 
Colony, published his History of the Colony of Sierra Leone 
- a work which is mainly a chronology of the principal 
political events in, and territorial expansion of,the Colony. 
In 1925, T. N. Goddard, one-time Colonial Secretary in 
the Colony, published his Handbook of Sierra Leone, which 
contains some valuable information about the state or the 
country at the time; for example, he gives the names of the 
higher civil service appointments and the corresponding 
salary scales operative in 1924, lists of professional people 
practicing in the Colony, health regulations in force and 
others of a similar nature. 
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In the rollowing year, Butt Thompson, who had also 
served in the Colony, published his Sierra Leone .in History 
and Tradition. This book has an imposing bibliography, 
though the writer has round it dirficult to trace a number 
of the authorities cited. 
In 1931, F. A. Utting, who was History Lecturer at 
Fourah Bay College, published a short school text book which 
he entitled, The Story or Sierra Leone. G. R. Mellor, author 
of The British Trusteeship System, wrote an M.A. thesis in 
1935 for London University, England, on nBritish Policy in 
Relation to Sierra Leone 11 in which emphasis was placed on 
political, rather than economic or social, questions. 
When in the 1940's Dr. Robert R. Kuczynski was com-
missioned by the Colonial ortice to carry out a demographic 
survey of the Colonial Empire, he found so much interesting 
material on early Sierra Leone that he devoted one~half of 
his three h~dred page section on Sierra Leone to the 
Settlers and Liberated Africans. Kuczynski t s work remains 
to date the best single book we have on the sociology and 
history of early Freetown. 
During 1942 and 1943, ~. Kenneth L. Little, a social 
anthropologist, worked in the Mende country and in 1951 
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published the Mende of Sierra Leone, an ethnographic study 
of the Mende, in which he devotes a section to the questions 
involved in Creole/tribal contacts. 
In 1952 Roy Lewis, joint author of The English Middle 
Classes·, was commissioned by the Colonial Office to write a 
book on Sierra Leone with the_ prime purpose of generating 
some interest in the Colony and of providing information 
about the territory. In his book, Sierra teone: A Modern 
Portrait, he has attempted to describe Freetown society and 
to analyze Creoledom. While in many ways he was insightful 
and accurate, this was never intended as a scientific 
sociological monograph devoted to a single topic. His use-
fulness is, therefore, as an obiter dicta reference. 
In 1954 Dr. N. A. Cox-George completed work on the 
economic evolution of Sierra Leone, which he submitted as 
nFinancial System of A West African Colony in Relation to 
Economic Developmenttt to London University for the Ph.D. 
degree. Here Dr. Cox-George was con~erned primarily with 
an ex.aminati_on of the grants-in-aid to the Oolqny in the 
nineteenth century and the system of finance during the 
period between the two World Wars. 
Two other published works deserve to be mentioned. 
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John Hargreaves, history lecturer at Aberdeen University, 
Scotland, and one-time Head o~ the history department at 
. 
Fourah Bay College, has published A Li~e or Sir Samuel 
Lewis, which, apart ~rom the biographical details, does 
rerlect Creole society as it was in its heyday in the 
1870-1900 period. The other work is Dr. Bantonts 
vlest Mrican City. Though Dr. Banton was out to study 
tribal immigration into Freetown, he has devoted a large 
portion or his work to the Creoles and their position in 
present-day Freetown. 
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CHAPTER II 
THE SETTING OF THE COMMUNITY 
Maciver has defined community as an area of common 
living. He wrote: 
Wherever members of any group, sm_@.ll or 
large, ,live together in such a way that they 
share, not this or that particular interest, but 
the basic conditions of a common life, we call 
that group a community. The mark of a community 
is that one's life may be lived wholly within it. 
One cannot live wholly within a business organi-
zation or a church; one, can live wholly within 
a tribe or city. The basic criterion of community~ 
then, is that all of one 1 s social relationships 
may be found w.i thin it .1. 
If the test of the existence of a community lies in 
the answer to the question, ncan the whole life be lived 
within it?n then the Creole population of Freetown, the 
subject of this study, can be conceived of as a community. 
They form an 11 organized aggregation of individuals residing 
in a specified area endowed with limited political autonomy, 
supporting such primary institutions as schools and churches 
and among whom, certain degrees of interdependency are 
recognized.i'.2 
1R. M. Maciver and C. H. Page, Society (New York: 
Rinehart, 1949), p. 9. 
2E. C. Lindeman, ncommuni ty, n Enc:y:clopedia of Social 
Sciences, Vol. I, P• 103. 
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Though this study will be concerned with only one 
aspect of the social structure of the society, that is, 
the stratification system, it is necessary at the outset 
to place the community in its setting in order to show 
the interrelationships which exist, of which the status 
system is only one manifestation. The term social structure 
is used in the sense of the complex network of relations 
between institutions and between individuals in a 
community. 3 
This chapter will consider the size and composition 
of the cityrs population, some aspects of its social 
geography and its economic organization. Brief mention 
will also be made of the main racial and ethnic groups in 
the colony and their interrelationships. 
The size of a community has much to do with the kind 
of inter-action people have. For example, it can be 
posited as a general rule that the larger the community, 
the smaller will be the proportion of people known to the 
individual member and the greater the tendency toward 
anonymity and impersonal relations. Demographic factors 
also influence the quantity and quality of social 
3A. R. Radcliffe Brown, Struct~re and Function in 
Primitive Society (Glencoe, Ill.: Free Press, 1952), 
PP· 188-204. 
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relationships. A community made up of many diverse 
ethnic groups has different problems of assimilation and 
integration from one in which the population is homogeneous. 
Thus in studying problems of social mobility, one must be 
able to indicate, if not to account for, the factors which 
are at work in making people wish to identify with other 
groups. As Sanders has anmmed it: 
Demographic trends represent only one aspect 
of the community but when added to the knowledge 
of the community as a place or the community as 
a provider of jobs and services, they provide a 
necessary background against which to view the 
intense spcial activity of which community life 
consists.Lt-
Sierra Leone, with an area of 27J925 square miles and 
a population of a little over two million, is situated 
between 6° 55 and 10° of North Latitude and 10° 16 and 
13° 18 of West Longitude on the West Coast of Africa. 
The climate is of the equatorial type, with two main 
phases, a dry season from about November to April and a wet 
season from about May to October. The annual average rain-
fall is 150 inches, and the average temperature if 80°F. 
4Irwin T. Sanders, The Community: An Intnoduction to 
a Social System (New York: Ronald Press Co., 1958), p. 36. 
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TABLE 1 
MEAN TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL FOR SELECTED STATIONS5 
IN 1955 
Station Height above Annual Mean Temperature Raini'all 
Mean Sea Level Max. Min. Inches 
Feet Deg. F. 
' 
Freetown 37 84.4 75.6 136.0 
Kabala 1,522 86.0 67-4 107.3 
Daru 624 86.7 69.6 113.4 
Sierra Leone is divided into the Colony, which consists 
of the peninsula, and the Protectorate. The Oolony is that 
portion which the British Crown acquired either by cession, 
annexation or treaty from 1807, and the Protectorate is the 
large area inland which came under British protection in 1896. 
Freetown is situated at the northern end of the peninsula, 
at the foot of steep hills, about four miles up the Sierra 
Leone River. It possesses one of the best natural harbors 
in West Africa, and was, during the Second World War, a 
convoy station for ships from Africa making the Atlantic 
5cf. Sierra Leone Colonial Re 
H. M. Stationary Office, 19 
for location of stations. 
(London: 
map on page 40 
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crossing to Europe and the New World. The peninsula was 
chosen ror the settlement or the Black Poor in 1787 on the 
suggestion or Mr. Henry Smeathman, who had lived there, 
that it was the-most advantageous place ror the experiment. 6 
.. -
Freetown is the oldest British colony on the west coast 
of Africa and was until recently the only urban center in 
Sierra Leone. It is the capital city and chier port of the 
colony, its only cathedral city and in general the metropo-
lis rrom which radiate ideas, fashions and knowledge of the 
western way or lire. The reasons for this are not hard to 
seek. As Maciver puts it: 
The city has the prestige of power and wealth 
and specialized knowledge. It holds the keys of 
finance. It is the market to which the ruralite 
must turn in order to buy and sell and borrow. 
Its people, habituated to many contacts, have the 
advantage, when city and country meet, of being 
more articulate, more expansive, and, superficially 
at least, more alert. The products the city sends 
to the country, unlike those it receives rrom it, 
carry with them something or the urban culture, or 
its way of lire and its techniques.·( 
Freetown is also the administrative center ror. the 
educational program or the colony, and the location of 
6R. R. Kuczynski, Demo ra hie Surve or the British 
Colonial Em4ire (London:. University Press, 19 
Vol. 1, p. 1. 
7 R. M. Maciver, op. cit., p. 330. 
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Fourah Bay College, the only educational institution of 
university level in Sierra Leone. This institution was 
started in 1827 by the Church Missionary Society for the 
training of its ministers and teachers; and in 1871 it 
was affiliated to Durham University in England. This 
arrangement whereby the College prepares students for 
Durham university courses and examinations is still in 
operation. 
Until recently, the main means of communication 
between Freetown and the Protectorate was by the 2 feet 
6 inches gauge railway, built in 1898, which ran from 
Freetown to Makeni in the Northern Province and Pendembu 
in· the Southern Province. Before that time the only forms 
o:r transportation were by the rivers in the months. they 
were navigable or by bush paths. Road communications out-
side Freetown did not really exist until 1917-18, and it 
was not until 1928 that the building o:r Protectorate trunk 
roads was seriously taken in hand; and not until 1940 that 
the road systems of the Protectorate and the colony were 
linked. 8 
Until about the end of the nineteenth century, Freetown 
was inhabited predominantly by Creoles, as the descendants 
8sierra Leone Colonial Report, op. cit., p. 88. Also 
see map on page 38 showing communications. 
o~ the early Settlers and Liberated Africans were called. 
Throughout the present century the number o~ tribal immi-
grants in the city has continued to rise while the rate o~ 
physical growth o~ the Creoles has slowed down, with the 
result that whereas in 1891 Creoles comprised 58% o~ the 
population o~ Freetown, in 1947 they numbered only 17,331 
out o~ a total population o~ 64,567. 
In Sierra Leone there are at least ~ourteen tribes, 
each having a di~~erent language. The Bullom inhabit 
the coastal strip and are said to have been the original 
inhabitants o~ the territory. The Krim are a small tribe 
in the south-west corner whose principal occupations are 
peasant agriculture and ~ishing. The Kissi live ~ar inland 
near the ~rontiers with Guinea and Liberia. The Temne are 
the second largest o~ the Protectorate tribes and are 
estimated in 1953 at about 505,000 in the Protectorate and 
34,000 in the Colony. 9 The Limba occupy territory in the 
north and center o~ the Protectorate, and have, in Freetown, 
the reputation o~ making hard-working domestic servants. 
The largest tribe in Sierra Leone are the Mende 
9M. Banton, West Arrican Citz (London: Oxford 
University Press, 1957), p. 123. 
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TABLE 2 
POPULATION CHANGES IN FREETOWN, BY PRINCIPAL 
TRIBES, 1891-1947 
Tribe 
Creole 
Native a 
Tem.ne 
Mende 
Limb a 
Kru 
Loko 
Susu 
Man dink a 
Fula 
Others 
Total 
% Creoles 
%Natives 
1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1947 
15,350 16,505 16,716 15,791 20,~70 17,331 
2,465 1,263 
2,897 
1,015 
693 
1,234 
115 
1,434 
1,256 
244 
2,291 
1,423 
1,903 
198 
1,417 
1,037 
270 
5,007 
2,557 
1,611 
1,551 
382 
1,311 
1,021 
289 
8,358 11,405 
4,094 3,828 
2,941 4,960 
4,744 4,460 
775 1,633 
1,346 1,450 
1,461 1,352 
499 1,119 
3,330 3,662 3,645 4,133 4,181 
n.a. b 
n.a.. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n. a. 
30,033 34,463 34,090 44,~42 55,358 64,567 
58 
40 
50 
48 
49 
49 
36 
61 
38 
60 
27 
771 
aThe category used in the censuses was 1'Nativesn i.e., 
Children of' Strange Tribes born in Sierra Leonen Cf'. Sierra 
Leone Census Report 1911, p. 11. For chart see M. Banton, 
West Af'rica.n City (London: Oxf'ord University Press, 1957), 
p. 24. These f'igures should, however, be read with some 
caution owing to tne rough method of' calculation employed. 
bFigures not available. 
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estimated in 1953 at about 586,000 in the Protectorate 
10 
and 19,000 in the Colony. Their chie~doms are mostly 
in the southeastern part o~ the Protectorate. Another 
tribe o~ the same linguistic group as the Mende are the 
Lokko who occupy lands around the northwestern part o~ 
the country. There are also the Susu and Yalunka on the 
northern border regions with Guinea. To the northeast 
are to be ~ound the Madinka, the Koranko and the Kono. 
The Madinka are reputed to be good traders, and their 
appearance in Freetown has been recorded ~rom earliest 
times. Until quite recently, there were very ~ew Kono 
settled in Freetown. But since 1950, they have been 
arriving in increasing numbers, due, to a large extent, 
to the success~ul diamond mining in their district and 
-the wealth it has generated which has made visits to the 
metropolis not only desirable but possible. There are also 
the Fula Who came originally ~rom Futa Djallon in Guinea. 
The Fula are cattle herders and supply Freetown with meat. 
Many o~ them have stayed on in Freetown where they have 
already established a niche ~or themselves in the petty 
trade o~ the· city. 
In his study o~ tribal immigrants in Freetown, Banton 
10 Ibid. 
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has given some of the ·npush and pulltt factors which 
influenced immigrants to move to the metropolis. Some 
went, he says, because of the better educational opportuni-
ties in the city; others to be trained by adult relatives 
already in the city; the vast majority gave the work incen-
tive as the primary factor. nrt would appe ar,~:r.fl continued 
Banton, 
that many tribal people are curious about the 
source of European power, and that migration. and 
the imitation of some'features of European 
behavior are motivated partly by the attempt to 
discover the source of that power.ll · 
Of the lfpushfr factors, he wrote: 
A number of migrants come to Freetown as to 
a refuge, because t~ey are involved in a dispute 
with a powerful adversary or, in the case of 
women, because their babies have died, owing, they 
believe, to witchcraft; other because their kins-
folk in the village have all died.12 
A community, however, is not only a place and a 
collection of people; it is also a service center for 
those people. The use of such services, however, depends 
on the ability to pay for them which, in turn, is dependent 
11Banton, op. cit., p. 132. It is surprising that 
Banton has not mentioned flight from the greybeards, i.e., 
young semi-literate girls not wanting to marry older men, 
as a major flpush" factor among females. 
12Ibid. 
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on the level or employment and the occupational special-
ization round in the community. In Freetown there are, 
unrortunately, no adequate br.eakdown or the population 
into employable (i.e., those who can work, excluding 
children and the aged), employed and unemployed. However, 
as an indication of the industrial employment picture, as 
distinct from the agricultural, the ·Colonial Report for the 
whole territory for 1955 records: 
The total number of wage-earners is estimated 
at 75,000 to 80,000. The overwhelming majority or 
work people are men but increasing numbers of women 
are being employed as clerical workers and bus con-
ductors. The monthly average of unemployed persons 
registered at employment exchanges in 1955 was 
1,193 compared with 1,443 in 1954. Out of a total 
population of about 2 million, this rigure of 1,193 
(which includes a number or peasant farmers who 
suffer from seasonal unemployment and who at certain 
times of the year seek wage-earning employment) shows 
that unemployment is not a serious problem in the 
territory. The territory is also free from any under-
empl'oyment problem.l3 
The rollowing (Table 3) gives the major categories of 
employment and the number of workers found in each for the 
year 1955. Though, as Mr. Childs has commented, "rurther 
mineral expansion is in the long run possibly the best hope 
ror the territoryts economic ruture,n it should be borne in 
mind that ror the present the vast majority of the working 
13sierra Leone, Colonial Report 1955, op. cit., p. 11 .. 
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population are engaged in agriculture, and that for this 
no comparable figures are available. 
TABLE 3 
SIERRA LEONE EMPLOYMENT (INDUSTRIAL) 195514 
Mining (other than self-employed 
alluvial diamond mining 
Maritime and Waterfront 
Railway (Government) 
Construction and Building 
Road Transport 
Commercial and clerical workers 
5,500 
10,400 
3,800 
8,200 
500 
6,200 
Throughout the nineteenth century, agriculture and 
commerce were the principal sources of employment. In the 
villages, farming was the main means of subsistence, while 
in Freetown trade seemed to have been the predominant 
occupation. The principal it ems in the colony's export trade 
were palm kernels and palm oil, kola nuts and rubber, and, 
in smaller quantities, peanuts, piassava and ginger. 15 
In the 1930's large deposits of iron ore and diamond 
were discovered in Sierra Leone, and since then revenue 
from minerals has been rising until in 1955 when, for the 
l5Cf. Sierra Leone Annual Blue Books. 
rirst time, it exceeded the value or agricultural exports. 
This change in the pattern or the country 1 s economy has 
had some disturbing social erfects. The temptation or 
exorbitant prorits rrom illicit diamond mining has 
resulted in an exodus or young men rrom agricultural 
pursuits, with the result that the colony has had ror the 
past three years to import rice, its staple rood, because 
or an insufficiency or home production. 16 In these mining 
areas there is the impact or sudden wealth on otherwise 
tribal communities with the attendant social problems of 
social maladjustments. At the present time a team of 
social scientists rrom Edinburgh University is working on 
the problem or the erfects of industrialization on a tribal 
community, and have chosen the town and countryside or 
Lunsar as the field of their investigation. 
Sierra Leone revenue is derived from three principal 
sources: customs receipts, taxes (i.e., income tax from 
:i.:·ndi viduals and Company taxes) and from the sale of 
agricultural and mining products. The following (Table 4) 
sets out the annual revenue for certain years from 1897 
(the year after the Protectorate was declared) to 1955 for 
which the returns are available. 
16Jack, Report on the Economy of Sierra Leone. 
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TABLE 4 
SIERRA LEONE ANNUAL REVENUE FOR SELECTED YEARs17 
Year In £ Sterling 
-
1897 100,000 
1923 845,000 
1938 1,000,000 
1946 2,195,474 
1954 7,621,299 
1955 7,545,788 
This seventy-f'old increase in revenue in roughly half' 
a century is a def'inite achievement when it is considered 
that the basic agricultural technique has hardly changed, 
that no f'actory has yet been set up, and that the mining 
industries are barely thirty years old. 
Yet revenue is not suf'f'icient for all the essential 
services required. The bulk of' the expenditure goes f'or 
education, health and government services. On the basis 
of any comparison with the United States, the supply of 
these services will be considered as below the minimal. 
Education is neither compulsory nor free; and while in 
Freetown the literacy rate is about 60%, in the Protectorate 
17compiled from Annual Blue Books and Colonial Reports 
1954, 1955. 
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it is down to about 6%. In the field of medicine and 
public health, there are no accurate vital statistics 
to measure birth and death rates. Infant mortality in 
Freetown is estimated at 120 deaths per 1,000 live births, 
and in the Protectorate, where maternity services are less 
developed, the figure is believed to be much higher.18 
There are small numbers of other racial groups in 
Freetown, predominantly Europeans from the imperial 
country, Great Britain, and Asians, largely from Syria and 
Lebanon. On the whole, however, the city is free from any 
serious racial problems. For race relations to become a 
problem, as Brown has pointed out, certain combination of 
factors must be present. Of these factors, three are 
crucial, namely, that one or more of the groups must regard 
themselves as distinct and must regard this distinctness 
as something precious and worth preserving; there must also 
be one or more other groups within the society who do not 
share the arguments of those for separateness; and, as a 
corollary, both these sets of groups must share, or conte~t 
18
sierra Leone, Colonial Report 1955, ~~' p. 57. 
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a share, in the same social system. 19 
The proportion of Europeans in Freetown is exceedingly 
low. A conservative estimate would put the civilian popu-
lation of whites at about nine hundred out of a total Free-
town population of about eighty-five thousand. The majority 
of the Europeans live outside the municipal boundaries and 
spend most of their non-working hours away .fi>om the Afri·can 
population. Further, there are no so-called petits blancs 
or rrpoor whites" among this number to compete with the 
Africans for the medium positions in the clerical or 
business worlds. Though the British Europeans can, if they 
so desire, exercise their right to vote, in general, they 
do not contest or participate in the political order. On 
the whole they take no roots in the country, and do not 
look upon it as their home. 
The proportion of Indians in the colony is also corre-
spondingly small. In 1939 there were about fifty Indian 
men and no women in the countr!• Today this number may 
have risen to about a hundred including a few wives and 
l9w. 0. Brown, nc.ulture Contact and Race Conflict" in 
Race and Culture Contacts, edited by E. B. Reuter. 
w. 0. Brown and H. Lewis, ttRacial Situations and 
Issues in Africa11 in The United States and Africa (The 
American Assembly, June 1958), pp. 141-165. 
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children. Their share of the commerce of the country is, 
however, disproportionately larger than their numbers 
would indicate. 20 They do not contest a share in the status 
system of Freetown, and their presence does not arouse any 
intense feelings. 
Though the Lebanese and Syrians, who now number about 
two thousand five hundred in the colony, also do not com-
pete for status, yet they have been ~egarded in the past 
as the source of some of the decline in the participation 
of the African in the commerce of his; country. Commissioner 
Alldridge warned the Creoles as early as 1910: 
The Syrian trader has annexed the West Coast; 
he has come and come to stay •••• He is more 
than a clever man of business; his tant is wonder-
ful, amounting to genius • • • · • Content with the 
'nimble nin~pencet ••• the Syrian saves where 
the Sierra Leonean squanders • • • • How under the 
present circumstances, with the importing retailing 
houses on the one hand and the Syrian gleaners on 
the other, they are to exist, is with fhem one of 
the m0st serious problems of the day.2 
Perhaps no fitting term can describe the typical 
20N. A. Cox-George, African Participation in the 
Commerce of Sierra Leone (Freetown: Government Printing 
Press, 1958), P• 49. 
21 ( T. J. Alldridge, A Transformed Colony London: 
Seeley, 19lO), p. 67. 
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interaction between the different racial groups than the 
term nplural society" which Furnival coined in reference 
to the situation in the former British and Dutch possess-
ions in Burma and cTava. He wrote: 
In Burma, as in cTava, probably the first 
thing that strikes·the visitor is the medley 
of people - Europeans, Chinese, Indian and 
native. It is in the strictest sense a medley, 
for they mix but do not combine. Each group 
hblds by its own religion, its own culture 
and language, its own ideas and ways. As 
individuals they meet, but only in the market-
place, in buying and selling. There is a 
plural society, with different sections of the 
community living side by side, but separately, 
within the same political unit.22 
This unique situation makes it difficult to analyze 
the pattern of interaction between the sections that make 
up a colonial society in terms of the tools and concepts 
which have been found of use for relatively homogeneous 
unitary societies of the western type. A major difference 
between ·the colonial society and other areas of multi-
racial or biracial groups, like, for example, the United 
States, is the fact that in the latter societies the 
different racial groups share or at least accept the common 
tradi tio'n of western culture. 
22 cT. S. Furnival, Colonial Policy and. Prac'tice 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1948), p. 304. 
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The typical European in Freetown works there, but 
does not live there. His life centers around his office, 
and he looks at social, political and economic problems 
from the angle, not of a citizen, but of either a capit~st 
and employer of labor or of the colonial power. To a 
majority of the Europeans the club and not the home is the 
center of their social life. Hence Furnival has referred 
to them as a u crowd and not a community. n 
The Lebanese too are removed from the community except 
in the market economy. As Marwan Hanna has pointed out, 
I 
some of the main criticisms against the Lebanese offered 
by both Europeans and Africans are based on what Hanna 
calls their ttsocial and moral practices. 1123 Commenting 
on the growth of the Syrian population from 1899 to 1938, 
Marteroy, a resident of Freetown wrote: 
The eastern part of the town is almost a 
counter part of Beyrouth or any other Syrian 
town. In 1899 very few Syrians were trading 
here, you could see them round the corners of 
the trade ~stream linet streets sitting on 
small boxes in front o.f a larger box, not too 
large - where they were selling imitation coral 
beads - they used to be called for years 
'corals,t but now with the help of many Sierra 
Leonean householders who let and later sold 
23Marwan Hanna, "The Lebanese in West Africa: Problems 
and Criticisms," West Africa, May 17, 1958. 
their freeholds to Syrians, the latter today 
run nearly the whole petty trade in Kissy, East 
and Little East Streets - no more little boxes 
with coral beads on them. With another help, 
the credit given to them by the Commercial Firms, 
the Syrians have today neat shops and you will 
meet them all along the railway line and in the 
Mining Distric~s also where they do trading and 
deal in gold.2t.t-
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In the Protectorate, the Syrian has Closer ties with 
the Africans. He lives amongst them, learns their 
language, and, in a number of instances, has inter-married 
with the tribal women. In these situations he has come to 
be accepted by the Africans, and the majority of the 
children of these mixed unions have integrated harmoniously 
with the tribal community. 
The Indian also lives in his own world. Apart from 
business relations, his social life is distinct. In 
religion, they are Hindu, and this is a further barrier 
militating against increased cooperation with other groups. 
In some ways, the plural society was like a caste 
society. But while caste in India has a religious sanction, 
in the plural society the only common deity was Mammon. 
The one area of common interaction between all the groups 
24 P. H. Marteroy, nFreetown 1899-1938, 11 Sierra Leone 
Studies, No. XXI (Jan. 1939), p. 84. 
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was in the market. It is thus analogous to the medieval 
fair except in this case the fair lasts all the year round. 
Plural society was in many ways the product of the triumph 
of the economic doctrine of laissez faire, which disapproved 
of gpvernment action to regulate capital or labor. 
The classic expression of the plural society is now, 
however, a t);ling of the past. In many areas the races are 
coming together. Economic considerations are increasingly 
being made subject to the welfare of the people as a con-
dition of political advancement. A changed attitude on the 
part of the metropolitan Government can be traced from the 
time of the launching of the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Acts in 1940. In 1943 the then Secretary of State 
for the Colonies voiced the view which was shared by the 
major political parties and continues to guide official 
policy. He said: 
We are pledged to guide colonial peoples 
along the path to self-government, to build up 
their social and economic institution~, ••• 
to develop their national resources.2~ 
Meanwhile there was developing in the colonial territories 
a radical movement ready to pressure the colonial power 
into even further commitments. 
25Great Britain, House of Commons, 13 July 1943 quoted 
in Colonial Review, September 1943, p. 69. 
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These twin forces have made for a change in the 
relationships between the races. The former situation 
when the European met Africans only as junior clerks in 
the Admfunistrative Service or as domestic servants, is no 
longer true. The Eunopean now has to adjust to a situ-
ation in which he must accept directives from African 
political ministers. Until the Second World War, there 
was a European Hospital, a European Church - both situated 
within the European area of Hill Station - and a European 
cemetery at King Tom. Today all these are open to the 
other races. There are also social clubs where Africans, 
Europeans and Syrians, can meet on terms of relative 
equality. Such clubs include the Freetown Dinner Club, 
the Junior Dinner Club and the Ladies 1 Tea Club. There 
are others, however, like the Freetown Gold Club and the 
Cline Town Club which are still exclusively white, and the 
Reform Club which is exclusively Negro. Freemasonry:-ias 
another area where the races can meet socially. 
The relationship between Creoles and indigenous or 
tribal Africans has also undergone a change. For one 
thing, it is between these two groups that' there is the 
greatest interaction. Both live in Freetown, and regard 
the country as their home. Whatever the differences between· 
them, they can come together, and are increasingly doing 
so on global issues like race relations. 
It is with this background of Freetown as the arena 
of interaction that we shall examine the changes in the 
social str~tification system. In Part I we shall attempt 
to tr~ce the evolution of the Creole community on a time 
perspective, and in Part II we shall deal more analytically 
with the criteria of stratification. 
PART I 
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 
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CHAPTER III 
FREETOWN, A BLACK SETTLER COLONY 1787 - 180'7 
The period from 178'7 to 180'7 - from the arrival of 
the first Settlers to the end of Company rule in Free-
town - saw the beginning of a new experiment in Afro-
European relationships. Instead of the old 'middle pas-
sage' traffic when Negroes were taken from Africa and 
sold into slavery in the markets of Europe and the New 
World, the new 'middle passage' traffic of these years 
consisted in Negroes making the return journey from 
Europe and the New World, not for.purposes of slavery, 
but that they might have the opportunity of living their 
lives as free men on their own native continent. This was 
to be the answer of humanitarians and liberals to the 
question of slavery; it was to be also their way of re-
deeming Africa from its long spell of darkness and barba-
rism. While there is now no doubt that the change in 
economic theory from mercantilism to laissez faire af-
fected men's attitude to slavery, yet it would be a pros-
titution of history not to acknowledge the contribution 
of the humanitarians and men of ideas to the success of 
the abolitionist movement. 
During these years, groups of Neg~oes, from Britain, 
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Canada and Jamaica, with a sprinkling of white colonists 
from England, arrived in Sierra Leone, and set up a way 
of life which has had tremendous impact and influence on 
the subsequent development of the territory. In this 
chapter, we shall consider in turn these several settler 
invasions for their contribution to the emerging social 
structure of the colony. 
Unlike other settler colonies, Freetown started as 
a black settler colony. It was conceived as a home in 
Africa for Negroes whose ancestors had been lured to Eu-
rope and the New World for one reason or another, pri-
marily as slaves to work in the plantations, cotton fields 
and 'big houses' of their masters. 
The first settlers to arrive in the colony were the 
"Black Poorn from England. Many of these were Negroes 
in and around London who had no employment and who were 
adding to the social problem of beggars in the c.i ty. A 
good number were former slaves of West Indian plantation 
owners who had escaped from their masters in consequence 
of Lord Mansfield's decision in 1??2 in the case of the 
slave, James Somerset, that slavery was not "allowed or 
approved by the law of Englandtt. In addition, many of 
the Negroes were former American slaves. During the 
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American War of Independence, many had entered on board 
the British ships of war or repaired to the British stand-
ard. At the peace of 1'783, part of them, as well as of 
the white loyalists, were conveyed to the Bahamas, part 
to Nova Scotia, and other.s to Great Bri tain. 1 
Because they lacked the necessary skills, these for-
mer slaves found it difficult to obtain employment in Eng-
land. It is not surprising, therefore, that they soon 
joined the band of the destitute and the vicious who were 
creating a social problem in the city. 
In 1'786 the "humanity of some gentlemen was excited 
towards the distressed blacks" and a Committee was formed 
known as "the Committee for the Black Poor" to consider 
ways and means to alleviate their suffering. The Committee 
accepted the advice of one Mr. Henry Smeathman who had 
travelled to those parts, that it would be best to re-
patriate the Negroes to ~rica, and recommended Sierra 
Leone as the most advantageous place for the experiment. 2 
1 .. 
C.B. Wadstrom, An Essay on Colonisation, London 1'795, 
~ol. ~l. pp. 22'7-228. · 
~enry Smeathman, Plan of a Settlement to be. made near 
Sierra Leona, on the Grain Coast of Africa; Intended more 
particularly for the service and happy establishment of 
Blacks and People of Colour to be shltpped as freemen under 
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The British Gover~ent agreed to provide the transports 
and some of the financial assistance, ~d a handbill was 
put out in the name of the Committee inviting those who 
3 
so desired to accept free passage to Sierra Leone. 
It seems that about 500 or 510 passengers - about 
440 male and female black and about 60 or 70 male and 
female white - embarked in Portsmouth, that fifty or more 
died, twenty four were discharged, and twenty three ran 
away, and that finally four hundred and eleven (black and 
white) sailed from Plymouth, of whom thirty four died at 
sea and three hundred and seventy seven arrived in Sierra 
4 Leone on May 9, 1787 and debarked on the 15th. 
As regards the Negro passengers, Granville Sharp 
states that they were uohiefly Seamen, that had served 
in the Royal Navy, last War, or as Rangers with the Army 
in the American Woods". 5 Later reports indicate that 
the direction of the Committee for Relieving the Black 
Poor, and under the protection of the British Government. 
p. 16-17. Quoted in Kuczynski, ~· cit., p. 41. 
3
of. Appendix I for Provisions of the Handbill. 
~uczynski, ~· £11., vol. I p. 43. This is the most 
authoritative work on the composition and early history 
of the various immigrant groups into Sierra Leone at this 
period. 
5Wadstrom, ~· cit. p. 260 
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they were all men who had been discharged from the_ army 
and navy after the American War. 6 Recent writers say 
that they were mainly or exclusively negro slaves brought 
by their masters to England. 7 It seems more likely, how-
ever, that the description of the earliest writers is the 
correct version, for it is more to be expected that those 
who had sailed the seas or displayed valour and the ad-
venturous spirit in other contexts would be more readily 
disposed to make the journey. 
The earliest information about the white women comes 
from Mrs. Anna Maria Falconbridge's account. She wrote 
that the ~women were mostly of that description of per-
sons who walk the streets of London, and support themselves 
by the earnings of prostitution".8 It is difficult to be-
lieve that the British Government and the ardent Christian 
abolitionists - later known as the Clapham Sect or Saints -
coUld have been capable of this. The idea of sending un-
married women to a new settlement was not new or heinous in 
6 . . . . . 
Great Britain, Parliamentary'Papers, vol. XI (Report 
on the West Coast of Africa, 1842 , Part II p. 246. 
7E. L. Evans, . "An Early Constitution of Sierra Leone," 
Sierra Leone Studies No. XVIII (November 1932) pp. 26-77. · ..
sA. M. Falconbridge, Two Voyages to Sierra Leone 1791-
93, (London: Seeley, 1794), p. 57. 
itself, for Wadstrom makes reference in his work to a 
similar procedure when Van Riebeck began the settlement 
at the Cape of Good Hope in 1652. Girls from an orphan 
house in Holland were sent out and were provided with 
small dowries by the Dutch East India Company on their 
marriage. It may be that the British Government and the 
philanthropists were aware of the order to send out un-
married girls, but were not responsible for the choice. 
An alternative explanation could be that this action was 
in keeping with the sentiments of the time when undesirable 
characters were usually transported to the West Indies or 
other settlements like Botany Bay. 
Very little is known about the white men who went 
to Sierra Leone as colonists. Sharp mentions an agent-
conductor, three surgeons, a chaplain, a land surveyor, 
g 
a town-major and a gardener. 
A grant of land, twenty miles square i.e. 400 sq. 
miles, was obtained from King Tom, a neighbouring chief, 
for the use of the settlers. The harbour was named St. 
George's Bay, and the town, Granville Towa~ after Gran-
9p. Hoare, Memoirs of Granville Sharp (London: Seeley, 
1820), p. 31'7 and 328. 
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ville Sharp who had done so much for the Negroes. Sharp, 
however, in a letter to the inhabitants, dated 16th May 
1788, addressed them as ttthe worthy inhabitants of the 
province of Freedom, on the Mountains of Sierra Leone" -
the earliest inspiration for the name Freetown.10 
Unfortunately for the settlers, there was not a suf-
ficient time lapse between their arrival in May and the 
beginning of the rains in June for the erection of sub-
stantial dwelling houses. The result was that mortality 
in the first year was very high. In addition the settle-
ment was depleted by emigration. Being pitched in an area 
where they were the only western educated negro group, 
they were quick to take advantage of the situation and 
soon hired themselves out as clerks, etc., to the slave 
merchants in the adjacent regions. 
When Sharp learnt of the reduction in the number of 
settlers he became "apprehensive that all the rest would 
be obliged to disperse in like manner, unless a speedy sup-
ply of live stock, with some recruits, could be immediately 
sent out.nll He decided to send this time chiefly white 
10Ibid., p. 328 
llrbid., p. 327 c.f. Sharp's Letter to the Settlers, 
16th May 1788. 
settlers, feeling that the Negroes from.London had not 
shown the regularity or industry he had expected. In 
April 1788 Sharp charted a vessel, the MYRO, in which 
he shipped out provisions and thirty-nine white pas-
sengers. The majority of these new comers defected to 
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the slave merchants, presumably for higher wages. Other-
wise the arrival of the vessel was a help to the straggling 
settlement. The Captain confirmed with King Naimbana the 
• 
cession of land which had been made with King Tom in 1787. 
In November 1789 the unprotected colony was attacked 
and burnt down by a neighbouring chief in retaliation for 
a similar injury inflicted on his town by the crew of an 
English ship of war. Having lost their homes and pro-
perty, the colonists were dispersed throughout the coun-
try. 
Thus ended the first attempt at founding a colony 
in Sierra Leone. On the whole, it was not a happy ex-
perience for the friends of the Negro in England. It 
seemed that the underlying philosophy of Granville Sharp 
and others was that once in ~rica on their own soil, the 
Negroes would be capable of every advance which had been 
achieved by the England of their day. Thus, no attempt 
was made to strengthen the executive arm of government, 
and every colonist was given equal power in the administra-
tion or the territory. Indeed, this lack or delegation 
of authority was in the end, a disadvantage, ror it was 
impossible to get co-operation from the inhabitants in 
the pursuit of any major task. They could not, for ex-
ample, agree on a person to govern them, and made three 
appointments within one year. 
It became clear to the group of philanthropists that 
two things above others were required if the settlement 
was to succeed; first, some legitimate commerce to take 
the place of the slave trade and, second, a better seleQ-
tion of colonists for the settlement. 
In 1790 the St. George's Bay Company was formed ror 
the pursuit of an "honourable trade with the coast of 
~~ . " 12 ~r~ca • In 1791 the Company sent out as their agent 
Dr. Falconbridge, with a commission to examine and report 
on the state of the colony and to afford a temporary re-
lief to the settlers until the grant of a charter would 
enable the Directors to take more effective and permanent 
measures for the prosperity of the settlement. Later that 
year, the Company was transformed into the financially much 
12The Directors of the Company included Granville 
Sharp, William Wilberforce, the celebrated abolllitionist, 
and Henry Thornton, the London Banker. c.f. Wadstrom, Q£• 
cit. pp 224-5 
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more powerful Sierra Leone Company and the trading interest 
was given pre-eminence. This is indicated by the leading 
role of the philanthropist, Granville Sharp, in the earlier 
company compared to his correspondingly minor role in the 
Sierra Leone Company and the much more influential posi-
tion of the banker Henry Thornton as chairman of the lat-
13 ter company. 
13 
c.f. 1st Report of the Sierra Leone Company. "The 
directors are endeavouring, in the outset, rather to·lay 
the foundation of the happiness of ~rica, and of future 
prosperity to the company, than to grasp at any premature 
advantages. But they trust that they are not too sanguine 
in looking forward to considerable and growing profits, 
resulting from, and connected with, the increasing pros-
perity.of the country under their jurisdiction". Wadstrom 
.£2.• cit. :P• 23 
In trying to sell shares in the Company, Clarkson wrote: "I 
shoUld not permit anyone to become a purchaser, who would 
not be better pleased with the good resulting to Africa 
than from great commercial profits to himself; not that 
the latter may not be expected; but in case of a disappoint-
ment, I should wish his mind to be made' easy by the assurance 
that he has been instrumental in introducing light and hap-
pineas into a country where the mind was kept in darkness 
and the body nourished only·for European chains" 
"In the election of Company's officers,n wrote Hoare, "the 
compliment, often paid to Mr. Sharp on other occasions, of 
placing him in the chair, was here omitted, as the philan-
thropic object of the settlement had by many been deemed so 
highly visionary,·that it was judged advisable to elect a 
chairman, whose ordinary connections with concerns of more 
acknowledged substantial foundation might seem to authorise 
the expectation of success. The person chosen was the late 
Henry Thornton, Esq. afterwards Governor of the Bank". Hoare • 
.Q.l?... .£1.1. p • 3 64 • 
"Roughly the balance seems to have been preserved between 
profit seeking and philanthropy". E.c. Martin, The British 
West African Settlements 1750-1821. (London: Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 1927) p. 113. 
Falconbridge was able to bring_together about sixty 
four of the settlers and they occupied a number of aban-
doned huts a few miles east of the original settlement, at 
the present Fourah Bay, which they renamed Granville Town. 
The settlers showed the same want of' discipline and the 
same uncoperative spirit as had characterised the former 
settlement. Of them, Mrs. Falconbridge wrote: 
I really think (we) have less to fear from them 
(the natives) than our own people, who are extremely 
turbulent, and so unruly at times, that 'tis with 
difficulty Falconbridge l~ assuage them, or pre-
serve the least decorum. 
Because of' past experience with Negroes from London, 
the Company continued to refuse them passage. The Company 
sent instead Europeans both as colonists and for the adminis-
tration of the colony. The Report of the Sierra Leone Com-
pany for the year 1'791 states that ttin all there went out 
in that year one hundred and nineteen white persons •• ul5 • 
No preferential treatment was given to the whites. The 
officers of the Company were particularly instructed to se-
cure to all blacks and people of ~~lJ,!J%':. at Sierra Leone, 
equal rights and equal treatment in all respects, with the 
14 
Falconbridge, ~· ~· p 50. 
15Report of the Sierra Leone Company, 1'794, pp '7 and 3'7. 
whites. They were to be tried by jury and the Council 
were instructed to allot to the Negroes employments suited 
to their present abilities and to afford them every oppor-
tunity of cultivating their talent. 
The Directors had contemplated sending further ship-
loads of white colonists, but the high mortality among 
the earlier colonists and the prospects of recruiting free 
Negroes altered their decision. The possibility of the 
additional resource of new colonists was connected with 
the arrival in London from Nova Scotia of a Negro, Thomas 
Peters,to plead the cause of those Negroes who had been 
transplanted to Nova Scotia. In London he came in con-
tact with the promoters of the Sierra Leone venture, who, 
no doubt, apprised him of their settlement. The possibi-
lity of strengthening the colony with new recruits was 
most welcome to the Directors, and with their help, Peters 
was able to present a Memorial to the then Secretary of 
State, the Hon. MX. Grenville, in which he stated the 
grievances of his people in Canada and asked for some 
16 
redress. 
16A. Archibald, nsto.ry of De];>ortation of Negroes from 
Nova Scotia to Sierra-Leonett Coll. of the Nova Scotian 
Historical Society, Halifaxt vol. vii, (1~89-91) P• 135 
The Negroes, known generically as Loyalist Negroes, 
who came into the province of Nova Scotia after the 
American War of Independence, consisted of freedmen as 
well as slaves. Some had entered as the slaves of their 
loyalist masters, though they were classified as "servants". 
Others had fought as soldiers in the Black Pioneer Corps 
or as buglers and muscians in nearly every loyalist corps. 
These were settled as disbanded soldiers in Halifax and 
other parts of the province. 
Peter's Memorial was quickly considered by the Secre-
tary of State and in his letter of 6th August 1791 to Gover-
nor Parr of Nova Scotia, he requested the latter to inves-
tigate the charges co~lained of by Peters and to make an 
offer to transport to Sierra Leone at Government's e~ense 
those of the Negroes who wished to depart. In his reply 
of 27th September, the Governor informed Mr. Secretary of 
State that he had "already appointed persons fitting the 
purpose, with proper instructions to inform the Black peo-
. L 17 ple of the intended settlement at Sierra eone. 
It was necessary to send some understanding person to 
17 
Canada, Public Archives of Nova:. Scotia, Vol. XLVIII 
(Letters to Secretary of State, 1789-1794). 
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Nova Scotia to enquire into the situation of the Negroes, 
and to supervise the arrangements for their removal. For 
this work) Mr. John Clarkson, a lieutenant in His Majesty's 
Royal Navy and brother of the abolitionist Thomas Clarkson, 
volunteered his services which were accepted by the Com-
pany. He was armed with instructions on how to proceed 
and the terms on which persons will be accepted in the new 
colony. Each person having a certificate signed by Mr. 
Clarkson or his assistant, Mr. Hartshorne, testifying to 
the honesty, sobriety and industry of the bearer was to 
receive a grant of land at Sierra Leone, subject only to 
such conditions as shall be imposed on all settlers, black 
as well as white. The Directors were particular in making 
explicit that the Colony would be free from all forms of 
racial discrimination.18 
About the people who volunteered for Sierra Leone, 
Clarkson wrote: 
18The terms stipulated that "every free black ••• shall 
have a grant of not less than twenty acres of land for him-
self, ten for 'i.hd;_s. wife, and five for every child,.. It is 
significant that the 'Terms of the Sierra Leone Company, 
to all such Settlers as shall sail from England, in order 
to go to Sierra Leone' provided the same grant for the white 
settlers. c.f. Waastrom, Q£• cit. Vol. ii P• 228. 
I have every reason to believe that the majority 
are men of good moral characters. I remarked how fear-
ful the whole were of getting into debt and that they 
questioned me closely relative to the assistance to 
be given them to support their families at Sierra 
Leone without borrowing money.19 
In a letter to Henry Thornton, Clarkson referred to 
the inhabitants of Preston, one of the Negro townships in 
Nova Scotia,in the following manner: 
I can assure you that the majority of the men are 
better than any people in the labouring line of life 
in England. I would match them for strong sense, 
quick apprehension, clear reasoning, gratitude, affec-
tion for their wives and children, and friendship and 
good will towards their neighbours. If I speak more 
favourably of these men than the rest, it may be be-
cause I have seen more of them, as they live in this 
neighbourhood, but I have good grounds fo20having formed a favourable opinion of the whole. 
Throwing more light on his own attitude and his in-
structions to the coloured population, Clarkson wrote in 
another letter to Thornton dated December 1, 1791: 
I have told the men that I shall form a very 
unfavourable opinion of those who may show an in-
clination to be servants to any gentlemen, when 
they have an opportunity of becoming their own mas-
ters, and valuable members of society if they please, 
and that in short, the character of the black peo-
ple for ever after will depend on the manner they 
conduct themselves, and that the fate of millions 21 
of their complexion will partly be affected by it. 
19;r. Clarkson, .,Mission to America," Public Archives 
of Nova Scotia MSS. , .. p. 51. 
20Ibid., P• 176. 
21Ibid., p. 211. 
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It is tempting to conjecture how much they were 
flattered and impressed by this piece of advice. This may 
have contributed to the aversion they subsequently developed 
towards manual work, and their own faith in their intrinsic 
worth and superiority. 
Clarkson also gave some very pointed advice on the way 
in which the settlement. was to be ordered, which, in the 
light of subsequent events, is of significance: 
the people are taught to believe from me that they are 
to become Men, and that no distinction is to be made 
between them and the whites ••• if that should take 
place without an immediate check, they will be dis-
gusted and begin to doubt the sincerity of the Com-
pany's intention; but the worst of all would be set-
ting. a bad example. Begin well at first, and there 
is a chance of continuing; but if a bad example is 
set in the infancy of t~e Colony, I know not what 
may be the consequence. 2 
At last Clarkson's mission to this part of America was 
accomplished, and on the 15th January 1?92 his fleet of 
fifteen vessels containing ll90·Negroes set sail for Sierra 
Leone. Sixty five died on the passage and the remainder 
arrived on·March 6, 1.?92. 
Clarkson records -that two days before their arrival 
in Sierra Leone they passed another ship, the Mary of 
Bristol, bound for Anamaboo for slaves. This simple re-
22Ibid., p. 213. 
terence underlines the peril of .those days and the courage 
and faith of those who had dared to take others to the 
shores of Africa on a promise of freedom and racial equali-
ty. 
Clarkson soon learnt that the Directors of the Comp~ny 
had decided to establish a government by a council of eight 
men of whom Clarkson was to be the Superintendent with no 
extra powers except a casting vote in the deliberation of 
the Council. This w~s a great disappointment to Clarkson, 
but as he records in his journal: 
knowing that there could not be any people in existence, 
in every point of view, better calculated for forming 
a new settlement, than those I brought with me from 
America, if properly managed, and being convinced from 
what little I have already seen of the natives of 
Sierra Leone, that an honest, open, conciliatory, yet 
firm conduct towards them would in time encourage them 
to place a confidence in the purity of our intensions 
etc. Feeling additionally impressed with the convic-
tion that if I left the Colony inevitable ruin must 
be the consequence, I was compelled to sink all pri- .. 
vate considerations, and agree to remaining here; 
and though I may be disgraced by blending my services 
with those of others, over whom I have no proper con-
trol, I have made up my mind to take the consequences, 
and accept the Government under its present objection-
able form, and to remain with the poor Nova Scotians 
till the Colony is established or lost.23 
Clarkson gives a list of the names of Negro families 
that embarked for Sierra Leone from Nova Scotia~ It includes 
23 . Ibid., pp. 438-9. 
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names like Samuel Wright, ·George Carrol, T~rence Davies, 
Pompey Campbell, Thomas Jones - surnames which became of 
• 24 
common use in Freetown. 
~ter a delay of about a fortnight arising from a 
lengthy discussion with the ind·ig:enous Af'ricans, the spot 
where the "Black Poor" had settled was thought best for 
the intended colony. In a few more weeks, the site of 
the town was cleared and building began. In accordance 
with instructions, the town was named Free Town. 
On August 2, Clarkson sent the following message to 
the "Freeholders of Granville Towntt: 
As we are now ready to lay out the lots of land 
for the different people of FreeTown, I cannot suffer 
them to draw their lots without giving you an oppor-
tunity of partaking of the same chance. I am ready 
to receive you under our protection, provided you 
agree to our law, and to consider you with the same 
tenderness as those I brought with me from America. 
I am determined to forget everything that has passed, 
and consider you and our people as one. If you will 
behave well, I will do my utmost to promote your 
happiness, and therefore, I hope we shall live in 
perfect harmony together. 
Having obtained a satisfactory reply he wrote on 
August 4: 
I have just received your letter, and am happy 
to find such a likelihood of unanimity and harmony 
between the Freeholders of Granville and Free Town. 
'13 
It gives me heartfelt satisfaction to find that we 
are likely to get into some kind of order, and ho~e 
we may begin under the blessing of God to date our 
happiness with that of your posterity from this 
hour. I shall from this day consider the inhabi-
tants of Granville and Free Town as brethren ••• 25 
Thus the remnant of the first settlers became merged 
in the much larger body of Negroes who had been transferred 
from Nova Scotia, and the subsequent records do not make 
a clear or consistent distinction between the two groups 
after this date. 
One of the priority tasks of the Freetown government 
at this stage was the distribution of land, which they 
found more difficult than was originally expected. They 
could not give each man the twenty aares ~remised, and 
each had to accept four acre lots instead. This was 
naturally disappointing to the Nova Scotians who had left 
Canada primarily because of a failure of fulfillment of 
earlier promises by the British. Further, the Nova Scotians 
regarded the annual quit rent which the Company requested 
them to pay as an added breach ttof that assurance upon the 
faith of which they had been induced to emigrate. n 26 These 
25rngham, Sierra Leone after a Hundred Years, p. 102-
103. 
26Great Britain, Parliamentary Papers, Vol.:VII. c.f. 
(Re~ort of the Commissioner ef Inquiry into the State of 
the Colony of Sierra Leone, 182?). 
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early obstacles over land no doubt contributed to the 
marked preference of the settlers for occupations other 
than husbandry for their sons. Indeed similar reasons 
were adduced before the Committee of Inquiry into the 
State of the Colony in 1827 to explain and justify the 
state of neglect in which their lots of land were allowed 
t . 27 o remaJ.n. 
Wadstrom gives a description of Freetown as it was 
about this time, i• e •. 1793. He wrote: 
Much of the industry of the colonists has been 
applied to the building of the town. It is situated 
on a dry and rather elevated spot, on the south side 
of the river, and occupies between 70 and 80 acres, 
its length being about one third of a mile, and its 
breath nearly the same. It cbntains near 400 houses, 
each having one twelfth of an acre annexed, on which 
a few vegetables are raised. There are nine streets, 
running from N.W. te S.E. and three cross streets, 
and they are 80 feet wide, except one, which runs 
within 50 feet of the river, and which is 160 feet 
wid~. In the broad street area almost all the pub-
lic buildings, consisting of a church, near the mid-
dle, capable of containing 800 people; a Governor's 
house and offices; a large store-house, under which, 
and the governor's house, there are brick store-
cellars; a large-hospital, and 6 or 8 other wooden 
houses, offices and shops, occupied by the Company's 
servants. The frames of all these buildings went -
from England ••• The houses of the colonists were 
at first inferior, but are now far superior to those 
of the natives. A few have been repaired and en-
larged; but most of them have been rebuilt, the 
general site having been changed by the government •••• 
27Ibid.; 
The lots given to the Nova Scotians lie on the S.E. 
or Freetown, all the western district being possessed 
by the natives, and the southern being thought too 
mountaneous for present cultivation ••• 28 
The streets were given characteristically English names 
.. 
which they still retain, like Westmoreland, Bathurst, Char-
lotte, and Gloucester. The illustration on page 5L shows a 
plan of Freetown as it was in 1815 with the names or the 
principal streets and the allotments to the Settlers. In 
the legislative sphere, an old Anglo-Saxon system of local 
government of 'frank-pledge' was introduced. Every ten 
families were grouped into a tithing over which there was 
a tithing-man, and every ten tithings formed a hundredor 
over which there was a hundredor. At this time there were 
three hundredors who were consulted by the government in 
oases which concerned the interests of the Nova Scotians. 29 
Certain references in the reports of the Directors 
give some indication of the position and imagery of the 
Nova Scotians: The following incident illustrates the in-
cipient image the Nova Sc®tians were entertaining of them-
selves. Wadstrom reports that: 
28 . . . . 
Wads~rum, ~· cit., Vol. II p. 63-6?. 
29Great Britain, Public Record Office, Colonial Office, 
D~~patches and Re7orts. Series No. c.o. 267/ (hereinafter 
cited as 0.0. 267 ). 
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When the govern®r and council dismissed one of 
them for disrespect to his superiors, a number of them 
. formally applied te have a law established, that ne 
Nova Scotian working for the Company should in future 
be turned off, unless after a verdict by a jury of 
his peers. Allowing at last, that a part of the 
Company's own land near the shore, should be reserved 
for public uses, some of t4em conceded the point, by 
saying, that they would eblige the Company with the 
piece of land ••• It is W®rthy of remark that they 
usually prefer (sic) these and all their other claims, 
though matters of contrag~ between the two parties, 
emphatically as freemen. 
The Directors were able to excuse this kind ef be-
dra"VioJ:"._, They reported in partial extenuation: 
In estimating the whole character of the N. 
Scotians, their past condition ought not to be over-
looked. It should be remembered that all of them 
were once slaves; that, like others in the same 
state, they were pr0bably little restrained in many 
branches of morals. Their faculties were then de-
graded, their opportunities of knowledge small, and they 
had little inducement to cultivate their intellects. 
Doubtless they strongly felt their hardships; but 
they probably know little of the true nature of 
civil rights; and, we may suppose, often confounded 
the unavoidable evils of life, and the punishments 
needful in society, with the ills imposed by arbitrary 
power; for accurate discriminatien can signify little 
to men involved in h0peless captivity. To the want 
of such discrimination, and not to any moral er in-
tellectual defect, much of their unreasonableness, 
and some of the absurdest of their claims, are obviously 
traced. 31 
The Directors concluded: 
30 Wadstrom, £2• ~., P• 68. 
31~.' P• 70. 
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Let it therefore, be carefully remembered that 
everything said against the character of the N: Sco-
tians, must be understood with vaxieus exceptions and 
limitations; and that, the turbulence of some, and 
the unreasonableness and jealousy of many of them, 
axe more ox less to be looked fox, in any body of men, 
who have been so unfavourable circumstanced. Their 
faults axe not incident to them as blacks, but as men. 
And who will say, that, if he had struggled through 
a like succession of vexations, hardships and dis-
appointments, his character would not have been 
marked by the same prejudices and untoward dispositions, 
which belong to some of the present colonists of 
S~ Leona? 
..... -•....•...•.......•.•.•..• 
The Directors propose to spare no pains nor ex-
pense to maintain this important part of their estab-
lishment on the best footing and to this object, 
they will direct the peculiar attention of the gov-
ernment. For to this rising generation of well edu-
cated blacks, they chiefly look fox the gradual im-
provement of the colony. T0 them also, it seems not 
presumptions to hope, that the more distant and even 
interior parts of Africa, m~~ one day owe Christianity, 
knowledge and civilisation. 
Thus we find the policy of the Company already set to 
use this group of people as the germinal seed for future 
developments in Africa. They were provided with schools, 
medical facilities and all other means that would help 
them to qualify fox the opportunities that were ahead. The 
Nova Scotians in turn made use of these facilities and with 
time developed an image of themselves in which they regarded 
32Ibid., p. 74 
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these facilities not as a privilege but as a duty owed them 
as. of right. Moreover, their preferential treatment made 
them feel socially superior to the native ~ricans around 
them. Thus at this very early stage the society was already 
structured into two main classes of ttsettlerstt and ttnatives« 
depending on ascriptive criteria. 
The fourth sizeable group of colonists to arrive from 
the western world were the Maroons in 1800. These were 
former slaves in the West Indian island of Jamaica, who had 
wrested freedom for themselves and who in the subsequent 
skirmishes with the British forces, were fuured into laying 
down their arms, and, instead of the amnesty they had hoped, 
33 
were shipped to Nova Scotia. 
Apart fr®m these gr0ups of settlers, a number of native 
immigrants had trickled into the colony during this early 
period. Some had come as labourers; others for the purposes 
34 
of trade. 
Thus there were at this time in the colony, (excluding 
33R. c. Dallas, The History of the Maroons (London: 
Longman and Rees, 1803). 
34c.f. Minutes of Evidence before a Committee cf the 
House of Commons respecting African Sl~e Trade 1?90 pp. 
16?-8. 
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the officers of the Sierra Leone Company), a few white 
colonists, the Neva Scotians, the Maroons and the indigenous 
tribal groups residing in the small hamlets dispersed through-
out the settiement. With social differences also went gee-
graphical and spatial- distinctions, for eaQh main group was 
quartered in different parts of the town. 
For many years the colonists were maintained by a supply 
of provisions and stores from England, because they were un-
accustomed to the native fare around them. Provisi®ns included 
beef and pork, biscuits and c~eese, flour, oatmeal, barley and 
butter. In religion the settlers were predominantly Weslyans, 
Baptists or members of Lady Huntingdon's Connexion. Their 
church organizations were not simply religious institutiens. 
They were also centres of the social life of the community: 
they provided a field of activities in which the free Negre 
could-acquire status and exercise leadership. 
The picture, then, in 1807, was that of a small community, 
coloured in complexion, living a life as near as possible te 
what their benefactors expected of them. The standards they 
set themselves in dress, in food habits, in speech, were 
western standards. They did not mingle socially with the 
indigenous Africans around them with whom they felt they 
had nothing in common. In fact, they were not encouraged to 
mix. They prided themselves on their knowledge of the English 
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language, and this language dissimilarity with the rest of 
the populatien was a further factor in keeping the groups 
apart. 
This consciousness of themselves as alien to all around 
them and the corresponding assumption that their way of life 
was the best and the standard to be copied, was enhanced by 
the fact that they had t~e full backing of the English admini-
stration and British prestige. The settlers were looked upen, 
not as subjects to be colonised, but as active and equal part-
ners in the business of British colonization. Their benefactGrs 
had laid upon this band 0f men nthe honourable office of in-
t~oducing to a vast country long detained in barbarism, the 
blessings of Industry and Civilization ••• and of imparting 
••• the light of Religious Truth and the security of the 
comforts of Civilised Seeiety.u 
In a limited way the colonists did fulfill the expecta-
tions of their benefactors as crusaders for the western way 
of life. Their tragedy was that they largely travelled out-
wards to other parts of Africa rather than inwards into the 
heart of Sierra Leone. · Thus Freetown developed in isolation 
from the rest of the country as a predominantly oligarchical 
society based on social esteem. The spirit of Freetown 
society, was, in short, nearer to that of a small city in 
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. nineteenth century England than to any community which had 
previously existed in Arrica. 35 
Thus the first stage in the evolution of social strati-
~ication in FreetQwn was characterized by a class structure 
in which ascriptive distinctions rather than achievements, 
like occupatimn and income, played the decisive role in 
status xanking. In this first stage settler descent - an 
ascriptive criteri0n - was the fundamental factor that 
opened the 9pportunities for achievement in all other spheres. 
35
•A printing press was in constant operation, and 
in the use of a eopying machine the little community was 
three-quarters of a century ahead of the Lendon public 
offices." G.o. Trevelyan, Life and Letters of Lord Macaulay, 
L~»ndon: ~18'76. 
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CHAPTER IV 
ARRIVAL OF LIBERATED AFRICANS, 1807 - 1850 
The abolition o~ slavery gave the philanthropists 
·and liberals another reason ~or supporti~~ the Sierra 
Leone venture. Freetown was now to be the home ~or the 
many who would be manumitted be~ore they completed the 
old umiddle passage" journey. For almost hal~ a century, 
over ~orty thousand Negroes were thus r.reed and settled in 
Freetown. Both the Christian agents and the Government 
regarded it as their duty to bring the bene~its o~ western 
civilization to these new immigrants. Their e~~orts did 
not go unrewarded. The Liberated Africans, as these 
recaptives were called, responded with vigor, and, within 
a generation, a number o~ them had progressed, ~irst 
economically, and then socially, to win ~or .themselves a 
place in the Settler hierarchy. In this chapter we shall 
trace the development o~ the society ~rom the arrival o~ 
the ~irst Liberated Africans to the position it had 
reached in about 1850 when the neat position o~ status 
ranking no longer held true because o~ this success~ul 
challenge o~ the Liberated Africans to the ascriptive basis 
on which the discrete social classes had been structured. 
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Four events occurred at the beginning of this period 
which were of tremendous consequence for the future of the 
young settlement. In 1807 the British Parli~ent passed 
into law a bill making the slave trade illegal within the 
British Empire. And, in April of that year, a new company, 
The African Institution, was formed, having for its object 
the moral and physical regeneration of Africa. · It was com-
posed mainly of the members of the Sierra Leone Company 
who were about to hand over the affairs of the Colony to 
the British Crown. Through the new company, they were able 
to continue to exercise interest and influence in .the 
colony. Thirdly, on January 1, 1808 Sierra Leone passed 
from the jurisdiction of the Sierra Leone Company to that 
of the Crown and became a Crown Colony. The fourth event 
was the Order-in-Council of March 16 which established a 
Vice-Admiralty Court in the ·colony for the trial and 
adjudication of all captured slaves brought in as prizes. 
Sierra Leone thus became the depository of Africans from 
all parts of the West Coast and beyond. The pppulation of 
the settlement, which in 1807 as about two thousand, rose 
to about forty-five thousand by 1850, due in a large 
measure to this importation. 
The term, Liberated African, is used here and in the 
literature, to refer to these Africans who were brought to 
85 
Freetown while on their way to slavery in the new t-iorld, 
and released by decision of the Court of Adjudicature or 
the later Court of Mixed Commission, Which were established 
to try captured suspect slave ships and to release their 
human cargo if the slavers were found guilty of illicit 
slave trading. 
Mo~of the Negroes were taken off slavers operating 
in the Nigerian creeks, but the Negroes themselves came 
from as far north as Senegal and as far south as Angola, 
though the majority were from Yoruba and Ibo land in Nigeria. 
The policy of the Government t~wards the new arrivals 
varied with each successive Governor. Mr. Kenneth Macaulay, 
a European trader in the Colony and a nephew of Zachary 
Macaulay, summarized the position in the two decades before 
1827 in his pamphlet, Sierra Leone Vindicated, as fol~ows: 
The Colony has been grievously injured by the 
want of a systematic plan or rule for its govern-
ment. Every Governor has been left to follow his 
own plans, however crude and undigested; and no 
two Governors have ever pursued the same course. 
This remark applies more particularly to the 
management of the liberated African. Mr. Ludlam 
pursued the system of apprenticing them; 
Mr. Thompson set that aside, and turned them 
loose in the Colony, without any general super-
intendence other than its general police. Captain 
Columbine employed them on the public works or 
apprenticed them. Colonel Maxwell, after delivering 
over to the persons appointed to receive them, all 
the men fit for His Majesty's service, apprenticed 
a part of the remainder and-then commenced forming 
villages with those who could not be disposed 
of. Sir Charles McCarthy gave up apprenticing, 
except in particular cases, and adopted the 
plan of forming them into villages under such 
civil superintendence and religious instruction 
as he could command, keeping the youths and 
children in schools, or making mechanics of 
them; neglecting perhaps too much, in his 
successful attempt to make them orderly and 
quiet citizens, the equally desirable object 
of making them industrious agriculturists and 
growers of exportable produce.l 
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Three of these policies, viz. apprenticing individuals, 
enlistment in the army, formation of villages, played a 
significant part both in the process of adjustment of the 
Liberated Africans to the Freetown situation and as 
agencies in the socialization of the new comers to the 
dominant culture status of the Settlers. 2 
The apprenticeship system set the stage for the later 
fosterage or adoption of children which formed a central 
feature of nineteenth century Freetown society especially 
in the period after 1870~ Those who were apprenticed in 
the homes of settlers were able to learn how to behave in 
the ways of the favored group. Service in a higher class 
lK. 
From the 
(London: 
2 S. A. Walker, The Church of England Missionin Sierra 
Leone (London: Seeley, 1843), p. xxx. 
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home has alwa~rs had socializing £'unctions and provided 
opportunities f'or getting ahead. The Bible gives the 
story of' Joseph who rose f'rom the position of' servant of' 
Potiphar to be,come ruler of' all Egypt, second only to 
Pharaoh himself'. Hecht, in his Domestic Servant Class in 
Eighteenth Cer:.tury England, has shown how English servants 
c 
were able to rise in the social scale by taking advantage 
of' what they could hear of' "better" behavior· in their 
masters' homes. Some of' the Liberated African children 
passed f'rom apprenticeship to adoption and were given the 
f'amily name of' the respective settler f'amily. 
Enlistment in the army also contributed to the 
socialization process. According to an Order in Council 
of' March 16, 11308, the Collector of' Customs had to surrender 
to the militar~r and naval authorities all captured slaves 
whom he considered f'i t f'or ser:Vice as soldiers, seamen and 
marines. But t;he policy could not be implemented as the 
military autho:r•ities were not prepared at that time to 
enroll Negroes. Approval, however, came in 1810, and in 
that y~ar recr1.:.itment commenced.3 
A f'orm of' conscription seems to have gone on until 
about the 1840 1 s, though the records on this are at 
3J. J. Crooks, Historical Records of' the Royal Af'rican 
Corps (London: Seeley, 1902), p. 69. 
K. Macaulay, op. cit., p. 12. 
.. 
88 
variance. Major Ellis described the method as follows: 
In former days, whenever the cargo of' a 
captured slaver was landed at Sierra Leone, a 
party f'rom the garrison used to be admitted to 
the Liberated African Yard for the purpose of' 
seeking recruits among the slaves. Many of' 
the latter, pleased with the brilliant uniform, 
and talked over by the· recruiting party, who 
were men specially selected for this duty on 
account of their knowledge of African languages, 
of'f'ered themselves as recruits. If' medically 
f'it, they were invariably accepted, though it 
must have been well known that they could not 
possibly. have had any idea of the nature of 
the engagement into which they were entering. 
Some fifteen or twenty recruits being thus 
obtained, they were given high-sounding names, 
such as Mark Antony, Scipio Af'ricanus, etc., 
their own barbaric appellations being too 
unpronounceable, and then marched down in a 
body to the cathedral to. be baptized. Some 
might be Mohammedans, and the majority certainly 
believers in fetish, but the form of' requiring 
their assent to a change in their religion was 
never gone through; and the following Sund?y·. they 
were marched into church as a matter4of course, along with their Christian comrades. 
Colonel Denham, then Superintendent of the Liberated 
African Department, wrote on May 14, 1828 to the Under-
secretary of State for the Colonies, R. W. Hay: 
With regard to the present practice of 
enlistment in the Royal African Corps, I have 
much satisfaction in being able to assure you, 
that it is much better conducted than you appear 
to imagine. The Africans are now fed for several 
days af'ter landing, and comforably clothed; and 
4 A. B. Ellis, The History of the First West IndiB; 
Regiment, (London: John Murray, 1885)j p. 16 • 
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when they are a little reconciled to this new 
manner of treating them, soldiers or non-
commissioned officers of their own country, are 
allowed to visit them for several days; and after 
the nature of the duties they will have to perform, 
as soliders, have been perfectly explained to them, 
an officer attends, when, in my presence, those 
who have already mentioned to their countrymen 5 their intention to enlist, turn out for the regiment. 
Here, as in the adoption situation, the Liberated 
Africans were faced with a way of life vastly at variance 
with their accustomed habits and dispositions to which they 
had to adjust. 
The most deliberate socializing process, however, was 
carried on in the villages that were formed around the 
settler settlement. By 1809 it was clear that more space 
would be required for the increasing number of Africans 
that were being brought to Freetown for adjudication and 
subsequent release. This periodic influx of recaptives 
to the Freetown community, where the settlers had already 
set a standard based on western ideas of civilization, 
confronted the Government with a major social problem. 
Apart from color identity, there was not much else that 
was common between the settlers and the new comers. The 
policy of apprenticeship was at this time under strong 
5Great Britain, Parliamentart Papers, Vol. XXI (Papers 
relating to the Colony of Sierra eone, 1830), p. 26. 
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criticism on the grounds that tho·se who were engaged in 
public works were treated as slaves and those who were 
adopted into settler homes were bei~g sold by their-so-
called guardians into slavery again. In August 1808 an 
Act was passed declari~g the system o~ Apprentices within 
6 
the Colony to be illegal, null and void. However, 
apprenticeship in the ~orm o~ adoption was to appear again 
as a means o~ disposing o~ the Liberated Africans. 
In 1909 the ~irst o~ the villages ~or Liberated 
A~ricans was ~armed in the mountain district o~ the Colony 
and was named Leicester. It was le~t to Governor Charles 
Macarthy (1814-24) to see clearly and.logically the use to 
which the villages could be put and it was during his 
administration that the majority o~ them were ~armed. He 
concluded an arrangement with the Church Missionary Society 
by which that Society was responsible ~or the administration 
and cultural trans~ormation o~ the Liberated ~ricans, the 
Government agreeing to subsidize their e~~orts. The position 
was in some ways comparable to the nMissi dominicin o~ the 
Carolingian era. In the eyes o~ the Carolingian kings, it 
will be recalled, to govern their subjects meant to imbue 
them with Christian morality. It was ~or this reason that 
6J. J. Crooks, History o~ the Colony o~ Sierra Leone 
(London: Simkin, 1903), pp. 74-75· 
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they sought bishops as their counsellors and officials, 
and entrusted them with the function of 11 mis'si • 117 The 
role of the missionary in the Liberated African villages 
was to make both citizens and Christians of the people. 
Baptism, wrote Grovernor Macarthy, was "an act of 
civilization."8 Western civilization and Christianity 
were, in the eyes of the administrators, complementary. 
A Liberated African Department was established in 
Freetown to superintend and organize the disposition·of 
the people as they arrived and to see to their welfare 
afterwards. Meticulous regulati~ns were drawn up for 
their treatment. For example: 
4· They are to be maintained previous to location 
at the following rates - the healthy in the 
Queensr Yard, Freetown, at three half pence a 
day - the sick at Kissy Hospital, at two pence 
a day. 
5. But if their health and strength will permit, 
they are to be located without delay, unless, 
in the case of males, the labor of the strong 
should first be required for urgent public 
works. 
6. Females fit for location are tp be placed with 
the most respectable married women in the 
villages until married. 
7H. :Pirenne, Mohammed and Charlemagne, (London: 1940), 
p. 269. I 
8Macaulay to Bathurst, c.o. 267/43· 
12. After location, males are to receive an 
allowance o:r three half' pence a day during 
three months or such longer period not 
exceeding six months as, according to 
circumstances, shall appear necessary to 
the Governor and General Superintendent.9 
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Similar regulations were also drawn :ror the guidance o:r 
Managers in the villages as they were :rormed. The :rollowing 
is an illustration: 
1. When circumstances prevent the Assistant 
Superintendent :rrom selecting situations 
:ror location1 the Manager will per:rorm 
that duty and he will be care:t'ul to choose 
the best land as near as possible to a 
rivulet or spring and tothe PUblic·· 
Roads. 
2. He (the Manager) is expected to attend 
divine service, at least once every Sunday, 
as an example to his people and he will 
enjoin a similar attendance on all persons 
holding Government appointments under him. 
9. The Manager will :rrequently visit the 
school o:r his district and satis:t'y himself' 
that the prescribed system o:r education is 
strictly·adhered to. 
33· Managers will not at all be expected to 
lodge or entertain o:t':t'icers o:r Government 
or others visiting their villages where 
such visitors can always obtain accommodation 
in the store houses with this two :t'old 
advantage attending their doing so that their 
visits will a:r:rord some encouragement and 
bene:t'it to the villagers and will not occasion 
loss o:r time to the Managers o~ interruption 
in the discharge o:r their important duties.lO 
9c.o. 267/147-
lOc.o. 267/147· 
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These Liberated African villages were intended to 
provide accommodation for the new immigrants as well as 
to socialize them in the western ways and patterns which 
already characterized the Settlers. They were taught 
husbandry, market gardening and skills like carpentry and 
masonry. It was the aim of the colonizers to make the 
villages resemble those in the greater island whose power 
and conscience in alliance had brought freedom and now was 
to elevate them to full membership in the civilized western 
world. Like their benefactors, they had freedom, the 
English Common Law and the Christian religion. There was 
therefore no limit to What they might become if they lived, 
as their benefactors did, in ·the villages industriously 
cultivating the soil and developing crafts, manufactures 
and trades. 
These communities did not, however, fulfill the wider 
hopes of their missionary friends and benefactors. True, 
they accepted Christianity and education with real enthusi-
asm, but it was too much to expect that they would under-
stand and profit from a policy of Self-Help in a society 
which did not afford the opportunities for industrial or 
commercial expansion. It is not surprising therefore that 
faced with the real limitations of the villages, many of 
the Liberated Africans were moving as early as the 1830ts 
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into Freetown where they built their mud and wattle huts 
alongside the better homes o~ the Settlers. In Freetown 
they became hawkers, peddlers, tailors, barbers, laborers 
and whar~ boatmen. :"Multi tude o~ them are yearly passing, 11 
reported r-1adden in 1841 n~rom the condition o~ predial 
lab~ers to that o~ petty traders and artisans. nll 
At ~irst i.e. until about the 1830 1 s, there was not 
much contact between the Settlers and the groups o~ 
Liberated Africans in terms o~ social intimacy; there was 
a relationship o~ superordination and subordination which 
was encouraged by the Government and which was accepted 
on both sides. The settler looked down upon the Liberated 
African as illiterate, heathenish and barbarous; the 
Liberated African in turn, accepted as superior the culture 
o~ the settlers and began to imitate .those patterns o~ 
behaviour and attributes o~ the settlers which connoted 
high status. 
The social structure o~ Freetown at this time 
exhibited some ~eatures o~ a castle-like society. There 
was little association between members o~ the di~~erent 
groups, and the ~ew relations permitted were severely 
limited and ~ormally prescribed. Intermarriage between 
11 C~. Madden 1 s Report 1841. 0.0.·267/172. 
persons of the different strata was not approved and 
vertical social mobility was hardly possible.12 Chief 
Justice Hogan in a dispatch to Earl Bathurst, dated 
May 25, 1816, noted: 
The pride and pretension of birth, and 
the vanity of fortuitous worldly distinctions 
nowhere produce more distant personal estrange-
ment than the accidental differences which exist 
here create between the various descriptions of 
the same common stock of Africans, collected 
together for its own wise purpoi~ through the 
inscrutable ways of Providence. j 
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Dr. Robert Clarke, writing about the Colony in the 
1840's-commented thus on the educational system: 
The Creoles were taught in schools separate 
from these Liberated African children with ideas 
of their own superiority, which they discover on 
every occasion; and to such an extent is this 
feeling fostered, that I have often heard the 
Creole boy or girl, when they quarrelled, with one 
of the Liberated African children, call them 
niggers. This separation, then, of the Creole 
from the Liberated African children had not only 
tended to depress and stupify the latter, but has 
given the former unjustifiable ideas of superiority 
4 so much so that the two classes will not associate.l 
12M. Melville, A Residence in Sierra Leone, Edited by 
Hon. Mrs. Norton (London: John Murray, 1849), p. 21. 
13Hogan to Bathurst, C.O. 267/43· 
p. 33· 
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From these and similar bits of evidence one can 
safely conclude that the gradations in Freetown society 
about the mid-century depended very largely on settler 
descent and also on participation in, and conformity to, 
western cultural patterns.15 
Up to this time, the opportunities for social mobility 
had been limited to the settlers. In the villages, the 
partnership between the Administration and the· missionary 
society had provided just enough education to help the 
Liberated African adjust to the new way of life. But in 
Freetown, the spheres, in which there could be equal 
participation or competition between Liberated Africans 
and settlers were few. 
The most profitable avenue for advancement which lay 
open to the Liberated ~rican in the Freetown environment 
was, therefore, trade. The so-called 1 honorable 1 profess:ions 
were the monopoly of the settlers. And so the Liberated 
Africans turned to commerce, first as petty traders and 
then as owners of capital. Gradually they were able, like 
the trading classes of England in the 18th and 19th 
l5References to the separateness of the two groups 
and the superior attitude of the Settlers towards the 
Liberated Africans abound in the literature. For · 
additional sources cf.: M. Church, Liberated Africans, 
in a Series of Letters from a Young Lady to her Sister in 
1832-34 (London: 1835). 
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centuries, to utilize the necessary tools f'or successf'ul 
upward social mobility and to f'ind acceptance in the small 
but exclusive group of' Settlers either f'or themselves or 
f'or their children. 
Marion Church, in one of' her letters written in the 
1830's, records the case of' Mrs. Carew as a good example 
of' Liberated African success. She wrote: 
She told me with very proper gratitude 
where it is due; that she always remembered f'rom 
what she had risen; that she came here without a 
f'arthing, but that by God's blessing on he~ own 
industry, and the assistance of' kind f'riends, that 
she had brought up a large f'amily, and was at 
present "very well in the world"; that her eldest 
daughter was going to be married, and that one of' 
her sons was educating in London. She is a con-
tractor f'or the soldfgrs' rations, at least her 
name is always used. -
In the Governorts Report f'or 1841 to the Secretary of' 
State f'or the Colonies, he wrote: 
The successful prosecution of the petty 
combined with the steady observance of' great 
temperance and economy in living have in the 
of' years raised many of7this body to a state comparative aff'luence. 
trade, 
course 
of 
A number of these successful Liberated Africans :. 
decided to return to Nigeria from whence they had come 
16 M. Church, op. cit., p. 39· 
17c.o. 267/175· 
rather than remain in Freetown.' In the Blue Book for 
1841 it is recorded that: 
Emigration to a certain extent (not trans-
atlantic but from place to place along the shore) 
commenced in 1839 in the determination of a few 
Liberated Africans who had saved some money to 
purchase a vessel for the purpose of enabling 
them to revisit their own countries •••• On 
the 1st April 1839, 67 persons embarked in the 
'Queen Victoria' on the first exploratory voyage. 
The professed objects of this voyage were to 
determine how far a return to their own country 
would be compatible with those altered habits 
and desires which a lengthened observance of 
European customs and participation in British 
privileges had engendered and rendered familiar 
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to them, and also to determine how far such 
return might be con sis tent with their ~xpe ct at ions 
of a continuance of personal freedom. 1 
We read fUrther that not only was the voyage a success, 
but that: 
••• two other vessels, the tWilberforce 1 and 
'Free Grace,' all owned by Liberated Africans 
have been purchased and are now engaged in the 
same sort of traffic. The gross number of 
persons who have emigrated in this ma~er is as 
near as can be ascertained about 500. 9 
While the missionaries viewed the emigration with 
approval and looked upon these people who had nbeen 
habituated to the customs of civilized men and had 
participated in the privileges of the Christian Church" 
19Ibid. 
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as the opening of a "new, a welcome and unexpected 
avenue, for the extension of that cause" for which they, 
the missionaries, had devoted their lives, yet the effect 
of the emigration on the development of Sierra Leone as 
a whole was negative. The new bonds which were thus 
forged by the emigration to Nigeria meant that those who 
wished to advanture beyond the narrow confines of Free-
town now had alternative and attractive contacts in 
Nigeria, and thus potential men for the interior were 
diverted to seek their fortunes along the coast. Later 
this coincided with Britain's expansionist plans, for 
when clerks, teachers and ministers were required for 
the new administrations in Nigeria, Gold Coast and else-
where in the 1870ts and after, the westernized Negroes 
in Freetown were on hand to fill the vacancies. 
On August 20, 1853, an Act was passed in the British 
Parliament enacting that: 
All liberated Africans domiciled or resident in 
the Colony of Sierra Leone or its Dependencies 
shall be deemed to be, and to have been, for all 
purposes, as from the date of their being brought 
into, or their arrival in, the said Colony, 
natural-born subjects of Her Majesty, and to be, 
and to have been, capable of taking, holding, 
conveying, devising and transmitting any estate, 
real or personal, within the said ~8lony of 
Sierra Leone and its Dependencies. 
20J. J. Crooks, History of the Colony of Sierra Leone, 
op. cit., p. 189. 
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This removed all doubts about their rights to own land 
and property within the Colony and eased the process o~ 
integration with the old Settler groups. 
With the expansion in trade and the increasing 
participation o~ the Liberated Africans in the economic 
growth o~ the Colony, it was increasingly more di~~icult 
,to maintain the old social distinctions based on status 
in the Weberian sense. Weber's thesis that "every t·echno- · 
logical repercussion and economic trans~ormation threatens 
strati~ication by status and pushes the class situation 
21 into the ~oregroundn seems to be corroborated by the 
events in Freetown in the middle o~ the 19th century. 
The people with wealth began to assume leadership 
in the various spheres o~ li~e and to validate their 
position by intermarrying with the old status groups and 
by displaying other ~orms o~ social success. Elements 
~rom the groups o~ Liberated Arricans were pushing up the 
social ladder to ~orm with the descendants o~ the settlers 
the new upper class. As the opportunities were opened up 
to the Libe'rated Africans, as they became wealthy, western 
educated and Christian, the old distinctions began to be 
21M. Weber, Rrom Max Weber: Essa s in Sociolo , 
trans. H. H. Gerth and c. w. Mills o.u.P. 
1946), p. 193· 
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blurred, and by the 1870's were becoming almost obliterated. 
Thus social stratification in Freetown had evolved 
through two stages. In the first stage, stratification was 
by status. In the second stage~ the structure was less 
crystallized; we find the emergence of individuals with a 
fair amount of wealth but without the prestige or the 
education. We may illustrate this from the history of 
the Lewis family. In 1828 there was liberated in Freetown 
a cargo of captives from the Egba country of Nigeria9 One 
of these Liberated Africans, a boy of about sixteen, was 
named William Lewis after the then Colonial Secretary, and 
sent to Murray Town, one of the Liberated African villages. 
For a time, Lewis was a fisherman after leaving the 
village school, but he left this occupation for the better 
opportunities in trade. He carried on trade with the 
interior, buying the foodstuffs which Freetown required 
and selling, the European produce to the indigenous inhabi-
tants in the interior of the co~try. In 1847 he was still 
described i.n an official document as a "hawker," though he 
had prospered sufficiently to buy a store in Percival 
Street, Free.town, for £305. By 1859 he was living in the 
main thoroughfare of Oxford Street (Cross Street on map on 
page 76 ) , the street where the best houses were situated, 
the heart of settler district. By 1870, Lewis was the 
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owner of two small ships - the Lewis of 46 tons and the 
Mary of 12 tons - which traded for produce. Of him, 
Hargreaves writes: 
Lewis now r~d among the principal merchants 
and public figures of the Liberated African community. 
He served in many offices and on committees, govern-
ment and unofficial. In 1858 he was gazetted 
Lieutenant in the militia, and in 1862 he was Vice-
President of the Mercantile Association to which 
both European and African merchants belonged • • • • 
He was a local preacher, a trustee of the new Wesley 
Chapel proposed in 1856, and a generous, i~2somewhat ostentations contributor, to church funds. 
One of William Lewis 1 sons, Samuel, born November 13, 
1843, was sent to Britain for his. education and was called 
to the English Bar in 1871. He had a distinguished career 
in the legal and political fields in Sierra Leone, and 
was knighted by Queen Victoria of England on New. Year 1 s 
Day 1896, the first of his race to receive such honor. 
' 
Of his marriage in 1874, his biographer, Hargreaves wrot~: 
They were married in St. George's Cathedral, 
probably because of the social esteem which the 
Established Church could command even among its 
critics rather than from any attempt to find a 
middle way between the bride's Catholicism and 
the bridegroom 1 s Methodism.23 
22J. D. Hargreaves, A Life of Sir Samuel Lewis 
(London: Oxford U.P., 1958), p. 5. 
23Ibid., p. 20. 
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This brief history illustrates the interaction of 
the different social factors which were influencing the 
process of social·mobility in 19th century Freetown. In 
a generation, the Lewis family had moved from the lower 
ranks of the class structure into the upper. They had 
moved by combining success, the accumulation of wealth, 
the acquisition of an honorable profession, a favorable 
marriage, and influential positions in church and state. 
Once the opportunities were open to the Liberated Africans, 
Freetown could no longer remain a particularistic society 
where the privileges were only for the few of settler 
descent. 
However, as the Liberated Africans rose in the social 
scale, they showed a decreasing interest in the unredeemed 
state of the rest of the continent. They did not evince 
the kind of sympathy their benefactors had hoped they 
would towards their less favored brethren. The philan-
thropists had hoped that the new colony would not only 
permit the displaced persons of the Atlantic slave ·trade 
to evolve a society of their own, but might prove an 
agency for the spiritual and social regeneration of the 
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whole African world. 24 Instead they prererred to merge 
with the old settler groups into an exclusive oligarchical 
society. 
The mid-years or the nineteenth century saw the 
unrolding or this process. During these years, the 
ascriptive criterion decreased in importance while .the 
opportunities ror achievement were extended to the Liber-
ated Africans. The rirst inroad was thus made on the 
caste-like structure of discrete status groupings which 
had characterized early Freetown. These developments 
were in ract a stage in the social evolution or the society 
from a structure made up of discrete status groupings to a 
continuum of economic and ~estige classes. The latter 
position, in its purest form, ia still to be attained, 
but in the middle years of the century, it was already 
possible for some individuals to improve their social 
class ranking through performance on achievement criteria. 
24por one statement of this standpoint, cf. the 
Missionary Register, August 1843, p. 356. nwe must not 
abandon, we must not neglect, this settlement of Sierra 
Leone. It is a great door, ~through which hereafter, the 
knowledge of the arts of social life will be communicated 
hack, through the medium or the Negroes themselves, and 
disseminated over the shores of "Africa, from whence they 
sprang. 
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Schematically the trend of the changes could be repre-
sented as follows: 
1787 - 1807 1807 - 1830 1830 - 1870 
,___ __ ___.I w. ..__ __ __.1 w. "---------1' w • 
.,____ _ __.I s. 
'--------~~ T • 
W = Europeans 
L-o-----ti s. 
~-------A,~ rJ.A. 
.___I _____.I T. 
Ac 
~ 
ie 
,If 
S = Settlers 
~ 
em enj: 
LA = Liberated Africans T = Tribal Africans 
s. 
L.A • 
T. 
With an increase in the importance of achievement 
criteria as crucial determinants of social class position, 
the twin processes of upward and downward social mobility 
began to operate within two of the distinct groupings i.e. 
the Settlers and the Liberated Africans. The Europeans 
continued to serve as a re~erence group for upwardly 
mobile individuals, but were in effect outside the status-
power-reward system. And the tribal individuals, at the 
bottom of the scale, could not participate in the mobility 
process because they lacked the achievement criteria which 
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could have rendered participation possible. 
Contact between tribal people and the Settlers had 
gone on from the very beginnings of the settlement. No 
attempt was made in those years to cultivate the whole 
of the ceded territory of twenty miles square, nor did 
the authorities insist on the evacuation of all indigenous 
inhabitants. Many remained, and with the demand for labor 
to erect the buildings that were required and to carry out 
other essential services, many more were attracted to the 
settlement. So the two groups lived in close juntaposition, 
in a relationship, not of equality but of symbiotic 
dependence - the tribal groups providing the labor force 
required for the functioning of an ongoing community. 
By 1840 it was necessary for the Government to formu-
late some policy with respect to the many people from the 
interior in Freetown. In that year an Aliens Act was 
passed (aimed specifically at the tribal immigrants) which 
made it imperative on all strangers on arrival in the 
Colony to register their names, purpose of visit and 
length of stay with the Colonial Secretary who would then 
issue the necessary permit. Failure to comply carried a 
penalty of two months 1 imprisonment. In 1852 the post of 
Government Messenger and Interpreter was created on whom 
fell the responsibility of rec.eiving the traders and chiefs 
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from the surrounding areas. In 1871 a more specific post, 
that of· Protector of Strangers, .was created, and later, 
the Native Affa~rs Department, responsible for what was in 
effect the Government's foreign policy towards the tribes 
adjoining the settlement. 25 
No attempts were made, comparable to what was done for 
the Liberated Africans, to bring tribal inhabitants of the 
Colony within the pale of western civilization. Nothing 
was done to change the caste-like relationship between the 
tribal immigrants and the rest of the population. 
25J. D. Hargreaves, ttThe Evolution of the Native 
Affairs Department, 1' Sierra Leone Studies N.S. No. 3 
(December 1954). · 
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CHAPTER V 
PERIOD OF CREOLE ASCENDAWCY 1850 - 1920 
During this period the processes which we have noticed 
in Chapter IV continued. The distinctions between Settler 
and Liberated African continued to disappear, and social 
position became structured increasingly on the basis of 
achieved criteria. By the 1920 1 s, the polarities were no 
longer between Settler and Liberated African but between 
Creoles, as the descendants of' both Settlers and Liberated 
Africans were called, and tribal Africans. Creole culture 
was given positive, while the tribal cultures were given 
negative, social value. The axis of subordination/super-
ordination on which the society was structured went 
unchallenged·until the post-1920 period. 
The term "Creolen which in this study refers to the 
status grouping of Settlers and Liberated Africans and their 
descendants has had different meanings in different 
societies, and even its use in Freetown has undergone 
several changes. In the French West Indian Islands, for 
example,.in the eighteenth century, the term referred to 
a person of French and Spanish descent born and reared in 
a colonial region as against the children who were sent to 
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the metropolitan country for their education and training. 
In the United States, it has meant a white person descended 
from the French or Spanish settlers of Louisiana and the 
Gulf States, and preserving their characteristic speech 
and culture. 1 More generically, the term is used to refer 
2 to a person born of white and Negro parents. 
In the Freetown context the meaning of the term has 
varied. In the early period, it did not seemo::to have had 
a definite or consistent meaning. Mrs. Melville, for 
example, used it to refer to Colony-born children of Liber-
ated Africans. 3 Governor Macdonald applied it to nmulatoes, 11 
presumably children of Settlers, and of Settlers and 
Europeans.4 By the 1870's the term had come to mean 
Settlers, Liberated Africans and their descendants. The 
term waS. so: used in the 1911 Census, and was so used to 
reconstruct the 1901 Census. By the 1930 1 s the meaning of 
the term had expanded to r.efer to anyone sharing a number 
of western traits. As the Census Report for 1931 comments: 
1
cf. Websterts New Collegiate Dictionary. 
2cf. Concise ·Oxford Dictionary. 
~rs. Melville, op. cit., passim. 
4c.o. 267/221. 
There is a marked and growing tendency ror 
the educated native to style himself tCreolet 
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• • • • A large number have been to Christian 
schools and, becoming Christians, adopt Ch~istian 
names and lose identity with their tribes.~ 
In the past few years, however, this tendency has been on 
the decrease due in some measure to the growth or politi-
cal and racial consciousness among the majority or the 
population. 
It was left to the second generation children or 
Settlers and Liberated Africans to demonstrate the latent 
possibilities' or the M'rican and to redeem in some degree 
the wider hopes which the benefactors had placed in the 
original settlement at Sierra Leone. The Governor, comment-
ing on the situation in Freetown in 1852, wrote: 
Many Liberated Africans are doing profitable 
and safe business, and competing successfully with 
the European merchants and traders. The improved 
habits, the increased comforts, and investment or 
capital by the native population, are all highly 
indicative or prosperity and progress. The absence 
or serious crime is also very remarkable. In no 
part or the world have I seen the Sabbath Day 
observed with more decency and decorum •••• 
Encouragement, and above all good example are all 
the people require to enable them to fulfill the 
high intentign with which the Colony was 
established. . 
5census Report 1931, p. 46. 
6sierra Leone, Annual Blue Book 1852. 
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During this period, the Colony grew both numerically 
and'' spatially. It was in the 1870 1 s a trader 1 s city with 
a still expanding trade. In .. almost every walk of' lif'e 
there were trained or qualif'ied Af'ricans ready to exercise 
responsibility and make decisions. In 1872, Governor Pope 
Hennessey was able to recommend a transf'er of' more power to 
the Af'ricans because he f'elt there were enough of' them with 
the necessary qualif'ication to f'ill the posts in the 
Service. In his Dispatch to the Earl of' Kimberly, he wrote: 
Wherever it can possibly be done, I would 
strongly recommend dispensing with the service 
of' Europeans on this coast. Fortunately this 
can he done, and to a greater extent than is 
generally imagined. It is no disparagement to 
the other members of' the Legislative Council to 
mention the f'act that the two ablest members of' 
that body are both pure negroes.. The best 
scholar on the coast - a man who knows Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin, French, German, Italian and Arabic 
and is well read in the literature of' these 
languages - is Mr. Blyden, a negro. The most 
intelligent clergy of' the Church of' England in 
the various settlements are the native pastors. 
Among the most trustworthy clerks
7
in the public 
service are the native of'f'icials. 
The period 1870 to 1900 can indeed be called the 
apogee of' Creole civilization and ascendancy. It was during 
this period that the Church Missionary Society's educational 
7 Pope Hennessey to Earl of' Kimberley, December 31, 1872, 
Colonial Possessions Reports 1873, Part II, 2nd Division, 
pp. 19-20. 
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institution, Fourah Bay College, was affiliated to the 
University of Durham in England, and until the Second 
World War this was the only institution of higher education 
in West Africa where an individual could complete the 
requirements ~or a full university degree. The period also 
saw the reorganization of the municipality and the creation 
of a Mayoralty and Corporation analogous to the situation 
that had existed in the first period of crystallization 
when the Africans were responsible for a large part of the 
local government. "The Spirit of Freetown society, itJ. 
short, n writes Hargreaves, "was nearer to that o.f a small 
manufacturing city in northern England than to any community 
which had previously existed in Africa .. n 8 
There was also during this period a vigorous and 
flourishing local press. Though official papers which 
printed both official documents and more general news had 
appeared as early as 1808, real newspapers did not emerge 
until the mid-century. In 1855 the first newspaper owned 
by a private indiVidual, The New Era, was started by 
William Drape of West Indian descent. By this time, many 
among the Freetown inhabitants had become thoroughly dis-
contented with the constitution whiCh gave the Governor and 
8J. D. Hargreaves, A Life of Sir Samuel Lewis, op. cit., 
p.. 14. 
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a small Council of his own choice the power of making laws, 
and The New Era voiced the grievances of this large section 
of the local population. 9 In 1862 a Mr. Harleston of Nova 
Scotian descent put out The Sierra Leone Weekly Times and 
West African Record in which he attacked the Liberated 
Africans who were successfully undermining settler exclusive-
ness. Thus while, by this time, the barriers between settler 
and recaptive were already crumbling, there were those who 
were trying to stem the tide. Fyfe,commenting on the press 
in the nineteenth century, writes: 
The Newspapers of the 1850 1 s and 1860ts 
despite resounding names, were ill-written, care-
lessly produced, on poor paper with garbled, some-
times scarcely legible type • • • • The newspapers 
founded in the 1870 1 s and 1880 1 s set a higher 
standard. Rich Creeles like Sawyerr and Taylor 
could afford to buy better presses and paper; 
printers became more skillful. The contributors' 
style improved, reflecting the general increase . 
of cultivation and fluency in a community where 
young men were no longer content to be shop-
keepers like their fathers but were entering the 
learned professions.lO 
As was pointed out in the last Chapter, the first 
involvement of the Liberated Africans in the Freetown 
9c. H. Fyfe, "The Sierra Leone Press in the Nineteenth 
Century,n Sierra Leone Studies N.S., No. 8 (June 1957) 
pp. 226-23 • 
lOibid., P• 231 f. 
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society of the Settlers was in the economic order. Fyfe 
has shown in his article on uThe Life and Times of John 
Ezzidion the astonishing development which was made by the 
descendants of the Liberated Africans during the period of 
Ezzidio's lifetime; indeed Ezzidio 1 s history could be 
' 11 duplicated by that of many others in the Colony. 
Of him, Fyfe writes: 
Remarkable as it is that a boy brought help-
less, penniless, and friendless into a strange 
country shouldwithin a decade or so of landing 
be establ:ii..shed in his own business_~ Ezzidio was 
only following very successfully the example many 
of his contemporaries were setting. Some started 
as servants or shopboys as he did.. Others earned 
a little by fishing or cutting firewood. With 
their tiny capital they began trading in the 
streets, building up their pennies into pounds 
• • • • As there were no banks in the Colony, nor 
any industrial enterprise to invest in, small 
capitalists had to put their earnings into house 
property. They built houses, either to live in, 
and, advertise their new splendour and credit, or 
to let •••• Emmanuel Cline, for example, a 
recaptive from the Hausa country, s:r;rent:. over 
£ 600 buying good houses in Freetown between 
1839 and 1~45 • • • • William Henry Pratt bought 
the lots on the north side of Oxfbrd Street, 
11
cf. Ez.zidio 1 s own testimony: "John Ezzidio, General 
Merchant, 378 George Street, Freetown .Sierra Leone. 
I hereby certify that I am an Af'rican and have lived 
in the Colony for a period of 27 years, that I am engaged in 
business, importing into this place general merchandise 
amounting between three and four thousand pounds annually. 
That I carry on my own correspondence with brokers and 
·merchants in England and that all my books and accounts are 
kept by native clerks who have been educated in the Mission~ 
ary Schools, and whom after a little training I have found 
competent to keep my books •••• " 0.0. 267/225. 
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between George and Trelawney Streets for 300, 
and built there a large house and shop •••• 
It was (and indeed still is) typical of Freetown, 
with its wealth so founded in house property, that 
the rising class sh£uld quickly buy out the owners 
of the best houses. 2 
Another source of wealth was as contractors to the 
different Government departments. The newspaper Artisan 
for August 8, 1885 gives a list of successful business men 
who had started life as artisans. 
The next stage was successful involvement and partici-
pation in the westernized status order of Freetown. This 
was made easier to accomplish when the Liberated Africans 
had come to accept the behavior patterns andu.mores of the 
settler society. Of Samuel Lewis, son of a recaptive and 
perhaps the most successful of his group, Hargreaves, his 
biographer, writes: 
Lewis's career provides an outstanding example 
of an. African's successful response to the culture 
of western Europe, as received, for the most part, 
through the filter of colonial society. He entered 
into 1 the blessings of Industry, and Civilization' 
in a way which might have satisfied the founding -
fathers of Sierra Leone. The really formative 
influences of his life had little to do with the 
cultures of tribal Africa, even as handed on through 
the .Aku community of Freetown; though Lewis was known 
1~yfe, nThe Life and Times of John Ezzidio, n Sierra 
Leone Studies N.S., No. 4, p. 214 f. 
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to express pride in his Yoruba ancestry, this was 
not a living force. His career was made among, 
and his character was moulded by essentially 
tWesternt institutions - the English Bar, the 
Wesleya~ Church, the business world of Freetown, 
·the Legislative Council. 3 
The many mausoleums, sarcophagi, and·vaults, the 
imported tombstones in the Freetown cemeteries, testify 
to the socio-economic position tha.t had been attained by 
many families. A number of these memorials still stand 
to the many who helped to transform Freetown from its early 
humble beginnings in the late eighteenth and early nine-
teenth centuries to the thriving commercial center and 
"'Athens of West African it had become by the close of that 
same nineteenth century. These memorials serve as further 
evidence of the family ties that were being forged between 
the old aristonracy and the rising Liberated Africans. 
Crystallization was reached when class and status were 
validated by political power. The political constitution 
which was devised for the Colony in 1811 lasted with but 
minor changes throughout the period of territorial and 
numberical increase of the Colony. New territories were 
ceded or annexed, other parts of West Africa, like the 
settlements in the former Gold Coast, were for a time 
l3J. D. Hargreaves Life of Sir Samuel Lewis, O.U.P. 
1958, p. 102. 
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administered from Freetown; these changes, however, did not 
affect the political order. The Government continued to 
be in the hands of a Governor with the advice of a Council 
usually of seven members, all appointed by the Governor and 
almost all officials. 
As the Colony expanded, many became discontented with 
the form of government in which they had no share. In 
1850 the Rev. E. T. Poole, Colonial Chaplain, had published 
a book in which he protested against the Colony being ruled 
by a small secret council in which the people were not 
represented at all. In 1853 a Sierra Leone Committee of 
Correspondence was formed by'Mr. ·Lenaghan, a West Indian 
by birth practicing law in the colony to press for nthe 
constitutional privilege of representation. nl4 In 1858 
the Merchants Association petitioned the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies to set up an elected House of Assembly in 
Sierra Leone. 15 
A political change was effected in 1863 when under a 
new Charter, the old Council was divided into two - an 
Executive and a Legislative Council." The Executive Council 
14c.o. 267/233· 
15 
. c.o. 267/260. 
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was made up of officials while the Legislative Council was 
to include official, as well as unofficial members. One 
of the two unofficial members was the successful business-
man, John Ezzidio. His nomination was in effect the result 
of an election albeit on a most narrow franchise, by the 
. Merchants Association. 16 
Though Colonial Office disapproved of this method of 
selection, succeeding Governors appointed Africans to 
serve as unofficial members after Ezzidio. In 1870 
Governor Kennedy chose Syble Boyle, another successful 
Freetown merchant. Although Boyle was not elected by the 
community, he was regarded by the Governor as one who repre-
sented the people. In a dispatch to the Governor, the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies wrote: 
A Governor should choose not only those who 
are most likely to support Government, but those 
who will be taken to represent and will really 
inform you of the wishes of the intelligent 
portion of the community. 1!-
l6one unofficial member was Charles Heddle who had 
served in the old council from 1845· The Governor, Black-
hall, who had himself been a member of Parliament in England, 
was uncertain who to choose for the other, and decided it 
would be best to have him elected by the Mercantile Associ-
ation. At the meeting held on December 8, 1863, there were 
present 14 Europeans, one Afro-West Indian, and 24 Africans. 
Two candidates, one European, John Levi, the other an 
African, John Ezzidio, were proposed. The voting was by 
secret ballot, and 23 votes were cast for Ezzidio and 13 
for Levi. 
~~c. H. Fyfe, 11 The History of the Legislative Council,n 
Broadcast Talk delivered in ~reetown, January 24, 1952. 
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After Boyle, Henry Lumpkin and William Grant were appointed; 
and in 1882, the most distinguished or. them all, Sir Samuel 
Lewis, or whom we have written. (cr. Chapters IV and XI) 
In 1893 a comparable step to that in central govern-
ment in 1863 was made in local government when Freetown 
was created into a municipality. In 1895 Sir Samuel Lewis 
was made its rirst elected Mayor. 
From the 1840 1 s onwards, a number of the descendants 
or both Settlers and Liberated Africans left Sierra Leone 
for other parts, particularly Nigeria and the former Gold 
Coast. Some went voluntary to seek and make their rortune 
in foreign lands; others went as agents or Government, the 
Church, or the trading companies.. "They went," as Jones 
Quartey puts it: 
as accountants, clerks, teachers, ministers, and 
even top administrators without Whom no modern 
processes or installati£ns in those countries 
could have been worked. 7 
Of those that remained and their descendants who formed 
the resultant Creole community, Professor Macmillan wrote: 
l7K. A; B~ Jones-Q.uartey, ttsierra Leone's Role in the 
Development of Ghana 1820-1930," Sierra Iieone Studies, N.s. 
No. 10 (June 1958} pp 73 ff. 
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The Creoles, at any rate, like the better-
class West Indians, are people with civilized 
standards. They are supported, moreover, in a 
~eeling o~ superiority by the consciousness that, 
unlike the ltJest Indians·, they include no such 
traditionally dependent class as the great West 
Indian majority o~ plantation labourers- with the 
~ortunate consequence perhaps that they keep 
themselves aloo~ ~rom the 1bush natives 1 who i".o:vm 
a large and increasing part o~ the working popu-
lation o~ Freetown • • • • 
As ~ar a~ield as the Belgian Congo in pre-
1914 days, 1Sierra Leoneans 1 videlicet Creoles, 
were in actual demand a.s clerks and as artisans, 
and generally in a. variety o~ positions o~ minor 
responsibility ~or which uneducated 1nativest 
were unsuitable. There still are small but -
distinctive Creole settlements o~ such men 
1holding their heads high 1 in many towns all 
along the Coast. No other section o~ African 
society has produced so many individuals who 18 have proved the latent possibilities o~ Africans. 
Such was the standard which had been achieved by the 
Freetown or that day that thinkers like Edward Blyden could 
go so rar as to regard Sierra Leone as the center o~ the 
A~rican race, the point ~rom which western civilization 
and culture could spread and illuminate the surrounding 
areas or barbarism. 1 9 
By the 1870ts the process by which Settlers and 
Liberated Africans rused to rorm the new economic and 
prestige class of Creoles was well under way. Freetown 
l8Mee~, Macmillan, Hussey, Europe and West Africa 
o.u .. P. 1940. 
l9E. w. Blyden, West African University (Freetown: 
Elsiemay, 1872), p. 14. 
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once more displayed the concept of the well-knit community. 
Without using the language of the modern sociologist, 
Dr. Blyden had concluded that in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century, Freetown had again attained the quality 
of nationhood displayed during· the regime of Governor 
MacCarthy, 1814-1824. 20 Dr. Blyden was thus calling 
attention to the second period of crystallization when 
status in Max Weber's sense was dominant. 
It is not surprising that with materia·l success and 
more ~tability came greater discussion of fundamental 
intellectual problems basic to Africa. For example, in 
1868 Dr. James Africanus Beale Horton, a distinguished 
Sierra Leonean, had published a book entitled~ Western 
.Africa - Vindication of the Negro Race, in which he had 
made the following pleas for the establishment of a univer-
sity for West Africa: 
Fourah Bay College should henceforth be made 
the University of Western Africa, and endowed by 
the Local Government, .which should guarantee its 
privileges, and cherish the interests of literature 
and science in the Colony. A systematic course of 
instruction should be given ~£ the students, and 
regius professors appointed. 
20w. W. Blyden, Christianity, Islam and the Negro 
Race, Second Edition, London 1889, p. 235. 
21cf. T. J. Thompson, Jubilee and Centenary Volume of 
Fourah Bay College (Freetown: Elsiemay, 1930), p. 51. 
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Rev. Henry Seddall, in his Missionary History of 
Sierra Leone, returned to this subject and added a new 
note. He writes: 
That education has made wonderful progress 
in Sierra Leone no one can doubt who has read 
the newspapers there, the letters and pamphlets 
of some of the leading native gentlemen of the 
Colony, and the sermons of some of the native 
pastors.. Even the most cursory reader of these 
papers, pamphlets and sermons will perceive that 
there is springing up a most natural and very 
proper feeling of independence and nationality. 
Whilst acknowledging the immense debt of grati-
tude due to Europeans, educated Africans are 
.beginning to long to slip away from their 
European leading strings, and they are proving 
themselves perfectly capable of discharging all 
their duties as citiz~ns, and as Christians 
without foreign aid.2 
Blyden and other notable contributors to the newspaper, 
The Negro, in the years 1872 - four were to argue that in 
future Africans should be educated by Africans and that 
the sentiments of Race and Nationality should be cherished 
and fostered. 
The economic foundation of this society was based 
almost exclusively on trade. It is not surprising, there-
fore, that tne intermittent depression of trade in the 
1880's should have its repercussions on both the import and 
22seddal H., Missionary History of Sierra Leone 
(London: Hartchard, 1874). 
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export trade of Freetown. The merchants, in the circum-
stances, were not slow to look for the causes of their 
reverses in order to try and resolve their difficulties. 
Many attributed the adverse trade to the lack of control 
over the hinterland and the exposure of the settlement to 
the depredations of surrounding tribes. Wbile wages fell, 
cost of liVing and immigration into the Colony from 
neighboring tribal areas increased. There were many who 
were, therefore, ready to find a scapegoat and to regard 
the tribal people as ~he cause of their misfortune. 
In a speech at a meeting of the Sierra Leone Associ-
ation in 1886, A. J. Sawyerr was reported to have said: 
There was a time in the annals of the settle-
ment when a little Sierra Leonean might kick a 
Timeneh or Soosoo with impunity. Nowadays we here 
of Timeneh 1strikes. 1 Significant phenomenon, 
gentlemen. We ~ust not consider ourselves safe 
and secure because we have a regiment at the 
barracks. 23 
In a Memorial to the Secretary of State the previous 
year, the same Association had requested that Sierra Leone 
traders in tribal areas should be given better protection, 
that new trading areas should be developed and that, if 
necessary, force of arms should be used to secure peace 
23c.o .. 806/266. 
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among warring tribes. 24 
Though Sir Samuel Lewis 1 s diagnosis was similar, he 
prescribed a dirferent remedy. He reasoned, according to 
Hargreaves that: 
The ·colony could only prosper ir its trade 
was assured or dependent markets among the 
interior peoples. Had its settlers been European, 
this would have been secured long berore. Now the 
attempts to provide security by treaties and 
stipends having railed, a more active use or 
military power was needed to suppress tribal war. 
rr this security could be given only by a f~~eign 
state, the traders would have to accept it. :~ 
In short, Freetown's trading oligarchy reasoning 
rightly, though incompletely, that their reverses were due 
to discord among neighboring tribes were now agitating for 
an extension or British rule in order to sareguard their 
trade. Gradually the British Government came to a similar 
conclusion that British inrluence in the interior would 
have to be exercised on a much more formal basis. The 
result of this conversation was the establishment of the 
British protectorate over the hinterland in 1896. 
Governor Cardew, in whose administration the Protector-
ate was declared, was anxious to develop the territory by 
24cr. Weekly News, April 4, 1885. 
25 Hargreaves, op. cit., p. 47• 
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building roads, schools and other essential services. 
For these, capital outlay was required, and Cardew thought 
that the most realistic way of getting part at least of 
the funds was to impose a form of direct taxation, known as 
Hut Tax, on the houses in the new areas on the basis of 
their room capacity. The tribal Africans, however, were 
opposed to the tax, and thi~, added to their uneasiness 
about the new ord~;r>, resulted in a series of uprisings 
in 1898 throughout the Protectorate, during which many 
missionaries and Creole traders, the advance-guard of 
western civilization, were murdered. 
The Creole community in Freetown were aghast at the 
savagery and brutality evinced by the tribal people, and 
this confirmed them in their worst fears about their 
uncivilized neighbors. The Governor, however, accused 
the Creoles of having advised the Protectorate people to 
resist the tax, and denounced them in a communication to 
Joseph Chamberlain, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
as "Half-educated people who have had free institutions 
given them which they cannot use aright, and a liberty of 
the press which has degenerated into license. n26 Although 
Sir David Chalmers, the Royal Commissioner who was sent out 
26c.o. 267/438 Cardew to Chamberlain. 
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to investigate the causes of the disturbances, exonerated 
the Creoles and blamed ipstead the policies of the Govern-
ment, Chamberlain inclined more to the view expressed by 
his nominee, Cardew. 
The events of these years are of crucial significance 
for the subsequent development of the country. It is one 
of the paradoxes of history that this Declaration of the 
Sierra Leone Protectorate, while uniting the country 
politically, divided it culturally and ethnically. The 
rejection of the Chalmer 1 s Report mark~d the beginning of 
a new phase in the relationship between the Colonial power 
and the Creoles. The developments in the decade that 
followed showed the trend of the new policy. 
In August 1899 an Ordinance was passed which provided 
for trial by assessors rather than by jury in capital cases 
arising in the Protectorate. The significance of this is 
underlying mistrust of the impartiality of the Creoles 
which was behind the bill, and the deliberate attempt to 
limit the role and influence of the Creoles in the new 
areas. In the following year, the hated Hut Tax was imposed 
in the Colony area outside the municipality of Freetown. 
Further, unofficial representation in the Legislative 
Council was not increased though this Council was now 
128 
responsible ror the whole or the Colony and the Protec-
torate. It was argued that tribal Africans were not 
ready for this, and that further Creole representation 
was unacceptable to the Administration. As Hargreaves 
summed it: 
Leaders of the Arrican bourgeoisie were no 
longer welcomed.as collaborators in the process 
of improvement from above, and the day of the 
democratic politician drawing power from below 
had not yet come. Till it did, the pace of the 
Colony's progress was regulated by the Protec-
tor ate. 27 
Meanwhile, the number of indigenous tribal Africans 
residing in the settlement had increased, and they tended 
to settle in particular areas. In the 1890 1 s there were 
complaints in the local newspapers that the newcomers were 
creating serious s ociaJ. problems and requests were made 
for some kind of governmental action. Until then, Govern-
ment had accorded the spokesmen of the respective tribes 
an unsatisfactory semblance of semi-official recognition, 
but the position was clarified by the Act of 1905, nAn 
Ordinance to Promote A System of Administration by Tribal 
Authority .Among the Tribes settled in Freetown. n 28 This 
27J. D. Hargreaves, A Life of Sir Samuel Lewis, 
op. cit • , P. 97. 
28A. B. Matthews, Re prt on the Tribal Administration 
in Freetown, Government Sessional Paper, No. 
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ordinance gave the· Governor power to recognize as Tribal 
Ruler any Headman who with other representatives of the 
tribe 11endeavors to enforce a system of tribal admini-
stration for the well-beiri.g of' members of' the tribe, 
resident in or temporarily stayinJ~reetown •. '1 The Tribal 
J;tulers had power to settle disputes between members of 
the tribe and to collect dues from its members towards the 
expenses of' the administration. 
A latent function of this parallel system of admini-
stration was that it structured the situation and militated 
against any rapid integration of the groups in the city; 
it was unwittingly an attack on the assimilative tendencies 
inherent in urbanization. The native immigrant in the city 
has to face two alternatives: he can adapt to the social 
system of' the community in the city or retain his own tribal 
system. The latter was made easier to accomplish by the 
policy of' the Government in providing a tribal admini-
stration system within the city. Howeyer, the system has 
had very little success, as it has failed to command the 
support of' the majority of' tribal immigrants with western 
education. 29 Government 1 s policy appears to have been 
29Report of the Committee A ointed to Examine the 
Working of the Tribal Administration Colony Ordinance 
(Freetown: Government Printing Department, 1955). 
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based on the er~oneous conviction· that the sum of differ-
ences between the Creoles and the tribal Africans will 
always be greater than the sum of their similarities even 
in the whirlpool of urbanization. 
This measure, in conjunction with the changed ·attitude 
towards Creole political advancement was to influence 
tremendously the subsequent development of Freetown. The 
process towards acceptance and adoption of Creole culture 
status was halted at a time when the particularistic 
policy towards the Creoles had been abandoned. Thus, 
class, status and power were all separated from the 
ascriptive Creole criteria. Behind these two policies, 
one can see the ascendancy of what Talcott Parsons has 
called nuni versalisti c-performance values. n30 
In actual fact, some tribal people were to become 
assimilated - but only as individuals. A number of them 
who had to make their living in the town, found it of some 
advantage to relinquish their social relationships and 
emotional identification with their respective tribes and 
"pass" as Creoles. This they could only achieve, firstly, 
if they had acquaintance with western education; second, if 
they pose as church members; and third, if they answered to 
western or Creole names. All these were rendered easier to 
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accomplish by the anonymity of city life. 
These concessions were possible, because the society 
remained deferential. The tribal groups accepted the axis 
of subordination/s~perordination on which life was 
structured. The Creole subculture thr~ughout the period 
under review .was given positive, while Protectorate or 
tribal subcultur.e was given negative value6 The situation 
was acceptable to the Creoles because it was not construed 
as a threat to their ascendancy. Indeed the tribal 
individuals were the more acceptable because they had come 
to share the social character of the Creoles. 
The acceptance of the Creoles as the desired reference 
group in Sierra Leone can be variously documented, £or 
example, from the practice of fosterage in the Colony. 
By this practice, tribal ch!ldren were put in the care of 
Creole guardians who acted as their foster parents. In 
thi.s way it was expected by the parents that their 
children would receive education and be introduced to the 
ways of the westerner as seen and interpreted through the 
Creoles. Many of them were sent to school and profited 
from the contact. They were not, however, treated in the 
same way as bona fide children of the household or afforded 
the same privileges. "They are, 11 records the 1931 Census 
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Report, 11useful acquisitions and perform domestic and 
other work. 11 No exhaustive- study has yet been made on 
this ward system to warrant any definite statements about 
the age and numbers involved. It seems, however, from,the 
writerts own knowledge of the situation that the Protec-
orate children range from about six to about fifteen years 
of age. They help with the domestic chores in the house 
which render the Creole children free to undertake more 
leisurely pursuits. Both Banton and Shyllon have referred 
to these wards in their respective studies though their 
conclusions seem to differ. 31 Since both were rough 
sampling surveys, their findings need not be taken as con-
clusive. The point one wishes to make here is that tribal 
people accepted the Creole household as a desirable milieu 
for the socialization of their.children and continued to 
send them to Creole guardians notwithstanding their mfunor 
status in these households. The majority of these wards 
did not return to the Protectorate but remained in the 
Colony and passed as Creoles; many even took the family 
name of their respective guardians. 
3lM. Banton, op. cit., p. 207. 
H. Lynch Shyllon, "The Effect of the War System on 
Schools in the Colony of Sierra Leone." Unpublished 
Dip.Ed thesis, University of Durham, 1953. 
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The economic supremacy of the Creoles was next 
challenged. This was due to a number of factors - adverse 
trade, change in the policy of the large mercantile houses, 
influx of Lebanese and Syrian traders in Freetown, and, 
not least, the policy of successful Creoles themselves in 
sending their children for professional studies rather than 
articling them as apprentices in their businesses. The 
cumulative effect of all these factors is that Creole 
participation in the volume of trade - both import and 
export - decreased. 32 
Political challenge did not come until after the Second 
World War. It is true that by the turn of the ni'neteenth 
century the dominant position of the Creoles, though uncon-
tested, had begun to shine with less brilliance and to be 
questioned by some of their warmest apologists like, for 
example, Dr. Blyden.33 But it was not until after World 
War I that the economic challenge became sufficiently 
32cf. ·Annual Blue Books. 
N.A. Cox-George, Re ort on African Partici ation 
in the Commerce of Sie rr-a-"-!;;L'""'e_o_n'--e--'--'-rF:;::::r-e-e't_o_w_n_:-~G"'o'"'"v-=e"'"r-nm;...;...;:;e;_;;n'-:'-"t 
Printing Dept., 1958). 
33H. S. Wilson, nThe Changing Image of the Sierra 
Leone Colony in the Works of E. W. Blyden, 11 Sierra Leone 
Studies N.S. No. 11 (December 1958), P• 136-148. 
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meaningful to the Creoles to render them aware of their 
changing role in the society. 1870 to 1920 may thus be 
regarded as the terminal points of the second period of 
crystallization in the social stratification of Freetown. 
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CHAPTER VI 
CREOLE SOCIETY AFTER 1920 
In the period a.fter the First World War, the strati-
fication system showed once more the symptoms of status 
inconsistency. There is a further movement towa.rds a con-
tinuum of economic and prestige classes. Schematically, 
the position can be represented as·follows: 
w .
. C 
Achievement Criteria 
T 
C - Creole; T - ~ribal Africans; W - Europeams. 
The picture thus suggests an emergent class system based 
on achievement but with a base predominantly of tribal 
people and the old aristocracy at the top. With industri-
alization and greater participation in the world market 
economy, the tribal individuals with any amount of education 
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will feel the urge to improve their position. Similarly, 
the aristocracy who remain at the top will, in the future, 
do so on the strength of their achievement and as a result 
of their support of open class institutional norms and 
not on the basis of any ascriptive premis.e. In this 
chapter we shall consider the areas in which Creole 
monopoly has been challenged and the effects of this 
challenge on the st:uatification system. 
The relative, if not actual, numerical decrease of 
the Creoles in comparison with tribal people continued 
at an ever increasing rate after 1920. However, until the 
period of the Second World War, there was no overt evidence 
of hostility, resentment or hatred among the majority of 
tribal people in Freetown because of the structure of 
tribal/Creole relationship. Both tribal and Creole 
accepted the traditional pattern of Creole superiority 
with attendant depreciation of the indigenous population, 
mutually recognized social distance, and the deferential 
behavior typical of the tribesman towards the Creole. To 
illustrate, the Creole, in referring to playing cards of 
low value (i.e. those other than court cards) used the term 
'~Mende menu without any overt objection from the Mende tribe. 
The latter accepted the rationale of the situation, and 
only strove to achieve the criteria which would help raise 
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them to the higher social level. They knew that as long 
as they remained tribal there was no chance f'or any 
vertical social mobility. 
The motivation behind this mobility striving is many-
sided and complex. One important f'actor is the undoubted 
material advantages to be gained. We have already ref'erred 
to some of' the main 1 push and pull 1 f'actors behind tribal 
. 1 
immigration to Freetown. The work incentive, we saw, was 
paramount; but f'or most jobs a knowledge of' English was 
necessary. And so the tribal individual had to attend the 
mission or Native Administration school, if' he expects any 
job above that of' a laborer in the colony. Economic 
developments are also generating a change in the consumer 
requirements of' the tribal Ai'rican. He needs to spend more 
on clothes, and the wif'e is no longer content with a new 
set of' 1 lappa 1 only once· a year. And f'urther, political 
changes are making it possible f'or the tribal African, with 
western education but with no traditional claims to status, 
to exert some ini'luence in the af'f'airs of' his town by con-
testing a seat in the local district councils·;.? There is, 
behind these material advantages, the prevailing attitude 
1 Cf'. Supra, chap. II, p. 32. 
2P. Garigue, "Changing :Political Leadership in West 
Af'rica,u ~rica, Vol. XXIII, No. 1 (January 1953). 
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toward social mobility. Increasing exmphasis is being 
placed on equality of opportunity for all members of the 
society, and tribal Africans are constantly encouraged 
to improve their social position. It is the acceptance 
of the universalistic type of institutional norm by the 
Government after it had abandoned its particularistic 
encouragement of the Creoles that has accounted in large 
measure for the tribal pressure upward. 
It is in the light of this background that the apparent 
increase in the number of Creoles in the 1930's should be 
interpreted. According to the ten-yearly census reports, 
the number of the Creole population in the Colony in terms 
of the total African population was as follows: 
TABLE 5 
CREOLE AND AFRICAN POPULATION IN THE COLONY AREA 
ACCORDING TO TEN~YEARLY CENSUS REPORTS, 1881 - 19313 
Total African Creole 
Year Population Po;eulation 
1881 60,275 35,430 
1891 74,611 33,212 
1901 76,162 33,518 
1911 74,668 31,078 
1921 84,054 28,222 
1931 95,642 32,848 
3R. R. Kuczynski, op. cit., p. 163 ff. Also, T. N. 
Goddard, The Handbook of Sierra Leone (London: Grant 
Richards, 1925), p. 5o. ·· 
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The 1931 Census report, commenting on the increase 
in the number o~ Creoles, stated: 
The increase amongst: Sierra Leoneans is 
partly due to persons returning ~rom the Protec-
torate • • • who have no doubt returned to the 
Colony owing to lack o~ trade. A large number 
may, ~or the same reason, have returned ~rom 
adjacent Colonies.~ 
As Kuczynski has observed: 
This may be so. But nearly four-~i~ths o~ 
the apparent increase occurred among ~emales, and 
the number o~ ~emales who returned ~rom the 
Protectorate cannot have been very great. I-:am 
there~ore, inclined to think that the apparent 
increase was largely due to the inclination o~ 
native wo~en to classi~y themselves as Sierra 
Leoneans.::::> 
Kuczynski t s interpretation seems to be more in l·ine 
with that section o~ the 1931 Census' report in which it 
was stated: 
A considerable number o~ Colony-born natives 
insist on calling themselves tCreolest either 
thDough false pride or ignorance. There is, o~ 
course, an increasing number o~ these natives o~ 
all tribes, and many natives have been Colony-born 
~or two or three generations. The greater number 
call themselves 1 Creoles. 1 Their births are 
registered in Freetown or in the registration 
district in which they reside., Many become Christian 
and are children o~ Christianized parents. They live 
4census Report 1931, P• 46. 
5 ' Kuczynski, op. cit., p .. 165. 
amongst non-natives and adopt non-native habits 
and customs. They sever themselves from their 
tribes and know no allegiance to any tribal 
ruler and begome in fact, if not de jure, 
non~natives. 
This kind of behaviour is understandable when it is 
recalled that Freetown had been a society with its emphasis 
on the particularistic-achievement rather than on universal-
istic-achievement criteria. By behaving in this way, such 
tribal individuals were ensuring passage into Creole 
society and thereby gaining the advantages of the dominant 
and much sought after culture status. 
But this was not a one-way process. The increasing 
number of tribal people in Freetown had its own influence 
on the culture of the Creoles. The Creole became more 
African~ Creole men began to take tribal women as wives 
er common-law consorts and the children of such unions 
came under the influence of their mother more than their 
father, since socialization in the home was largely left 
to the women. Freetown itself in the twentieth century 
began to look more like any other African city with its 
sprawling shanty towns and its mass of people in all kinds 
of colorful tribal attire. In the middle of the 19th 
century, the Christian community of Freetown had regarded 
6 Census Report 1931, pp. 46-47· 
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with great disfavor the erection of a mosque in what they 
they felt sure was a Christian city. Today, mosques have 
sprung up in all quarters of the city and the feast of 
Eid-ul-Fitri is as much a public holiday and a time of 
merry-making as the Christian feasts of Christmas and 
Easter. The degree of syncretism is illustrated by the 
fact that the present Mayor of the Freetown Municipal 
Council, a professed Christian, is now life chairman of 
the Congo Town Mosque, and at the installation ceremony 
was named Mohammed Othman Abdallah.? And, though many 
Creoles may deplore this, tribal secret societies now have 
their 1bushest inside the city boundaries. 
On the other hand, the tribal Africans are being 
influenced by the culture of the Creoles. As Roy Lewis 
has written: 
At the very moment when creole culture can 
no longer expect to be accorded admiration because 
it is an African adaptation of European culture, in 
fact the attitudes, ambitions and motives of edu-
cated tribal Africans and educated creoles are 
becoming almost indistinguishable. (sic) The edu-
cated, literate African, whatever .his origins, 
takes on something of the Creole likeness. He is 
de-tribalized and westernized, if not .Christianized. 8 
7s. L. DAILY MAIL, April 11, 1959. 
8Roy Lewis, Sierra Leone (London: H.M.s.o., 1954), 
p. 232. 
All these have meant a modi~ication or change o~ the 
pattern o~ social strati~ication in Freetown. With the 
growth o~ nationalism, and the opening up o~ the Protec-
torate by education and commerce, there has emerged a new 
group o~ individuals who challenge the ranking order on 
which the old social structure was based. This period has 
also seen the gradual removal o~ the ~avor and patronage 
by the Administration which had contributed largely in 
securing the highest social rewards ~or the Creole group. 
At the same time, a policy o~ recognizing and working 
through tribal political systems and institutions has come 
to be pre~erred. In 1906 a secondary school had been 
opened in Bo Which was planned to cater ~or embryonic 
chie~s, and later Protectorate leaders who otherwise would 
have gone to the schools in Freetown. Announcing its 
~ormation, the Royal Gazette o~ September 29, 1905, stated: 
Under existing conditions, pupils educated 
in Freetown almost invariably return home with a 
~eeling o~ contempt ~or the native towns and even 
~or their nearest relatives. To prevent this both 
the native teachers and the pupils will be expected 
to wear country cloth and their lives outside 
schoo+ hours will be spent in a small town, the 
government o~ which will be on ordinary native lines. 
Contemporaneous with these changes, is a shi~t in the 
order and significance 0~ the criteria 0~ evaluation. 
Social ranking is now being based increasingly on occupation, 
money income and education rather than on kinship and 
biological descent. 
This new class distribution based primarily upon 
socio-economic ~actors serves as a basis ~or social strati-
~ication along lines o~ achieved rather than ascribed 
status. At the upper rung are the well-to-do class of 
business and professional men, often educated in British 
or American universities; they are generally referred to 
as the 1 senior service 1 ; this class would also include 
politicians Who hold seats in the House of Representatives. 
The refrain, 11Been to, jaguar, ~rigful" of the popular 
Accra song can be taken as indicative of class symbols in 
Freetown as well. 9 
Another group would include clerks, elementary school 
teachers and other salaried workers with a secondary but 
not College education. Then, there would be, in a descend-
ing order, the class o~ semi-skilled workers with very 
little western education holding some paid jobs in the city. 
Lastly there are the illiterates who take on domestic 
employment and other less prestige-giving tasks. The 
Creoles are still to be found to be predominant in the 
9r.e., having been abroad, possessing a car, and being 
able to entertain in the western manner. 
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highest status group while wholely Protectorate persons. 
comprise the majority in the lowest group. 
Thus we can conclude that there are still two main 
bases o~ evaluation in Freetown o~ an individualts status. 
One is in terms o~ ascription. The Creole subculture con-
tinues to be accorded, though in a diminishing ~orm, 
positive value, and this contributed to the status ranking 
o~ persons in the social system. The other, and increa~y 
more important, basis is in terms o~ an individualts per-
~ormance in economic or occupational roles, thereby making 
it possible for a number of persons to achieve higher status 
than that which is initially ascribed to them on the basis 
o~ descent. It is now only at the ·extreme ends of the scale 
that achieved status is still subordinate to ascribed 
status; in the intermediate range, Creole or tribal back-
ground is now irrelevant as mechanism for social mobility. 
This fact that performance criteria are now in an ever 
greater measure, taken into account means that the system 
has changed from a caste-like to an 1 opent system to a 
degree which permits us to speak o~ social classes in the 
western sense. 
At the same time, these processes are occurring simul-
taneously which make present-day divisions something of a 
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paradox. In the political sphere, the ~ormer Creole 
monopoly is being success~ully challenged. Since 1951, 
with the introduction o~ a constitution to supersede the 
1924 Constitution, political pow.er has passed to the 
Sierra Leone Peoplets Party, a political party with a 
Protectorate majority. On the other hand, a second 
process is taken place which can be called creolization. 
The educated African, whatever his origin, continues to 
take on something o~ the Creole likeness - in dress, ~ood 
habits and style o~ living. The third process is that an 
increasing number o~ the Creoles are ~orsaking some o~ the 
characteristics which made ~or so much resentment in the 
past viz their overt assertions o~ superiority, their pride 
in being the whiteman 1 s junior partner in colonization, 
their satis~ac·tion and contentment in being t ancient and 
loyalt to Britain and the British Crown. 
In this transition stage, however, ~eelings are bitter 
and many Creoles, particularly the older generation, resent 
the changes that are taking place. They rationalize their 
fears in many ways. Some blame the British. They feel 
they have been let down. They look back to the palmy days 
o~ Queen Victoria when liberalism was triumphant, when 
western civilized standards were given highest premium and 
Creoles were accepted as equals by the British. As Roy Lewis 
observed: 
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They had been faithful, in their fashion, to 
the white man and the white religion; and now they 
were being thrust on one side. The ~ritish were 
full of the rights of pagans and Muslims. The 
Protectorate was everything; but who showed the 
British the importance of the Protectorate - who 
but the creoles of Freetown? Yet the British did 
not think the creoles good enough to inhel_t,t the · 
land and the power. It was h~d to bear. 
Others vent their dissatisfaction on the Protectorate. 
They argue that the tribes are not fit to share power; they 
point to the "secret societiesn as evidence of barbarism. 
As a Creole medical doctor wrote in an issue of a local 
newspaper, 11 ••• soon we may see the Bondo devil enthroned 
on the seat of the Chief Justice." 
Others are hesitant and mistrustful about sharing 
power, not because they believe that Protectorate leader-
ship is now so different or inferior, but because they can 
see, or imagine they see, behind the line of western trained 
Protectorate men with whom they can agree and cooperate, the 
formidable mass of tribal people with different cultural 
patterns, amongst whom some Creoles conclude, they will be 
swamped, and completely overpowered. 
These points of view have implications for the country, 
two of which are crucial. It has meant, on the one hand, 
that the old pattern of recruiting political leadership from 
10Roy Lewis, op. cit., p. 40. 
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the social elite has been disturbed. The present 
political leaders are not of the social elite. Current 
expectations resemble those which led Count Vergennes to 
warn his King, as the Ancien Regime in France was coming 
to an end: "Your Majesty would have to be prepared to 
see those command who otherwise obey and to see those obey 
who otherwise command.ull 
Another consequence of the present situation is that 
many Creoles who ordinarily would have participated in the 
public life of the country have withdrawn into their private 
worlds, with the result that the country is not getting the 
best out of its potential-brain and man power, and, in part, 
accounts for the astonishingly high proportion of successful 
Creoles who do not wish to return home to appointments but 
12 prefer to serve in other countries. 
Certain writers, like Erich Fromm, regard social 
character as a key concept for the understanding of social 
processes and inter-personal relationships. By 1 social 
character, 1 Fromm means, 
11Quoted in Laswell H. D., et al. The Comparative Study 
of Elites, Stanford University Press., 1952. 
12cf. Series of Broadcasts by the Africanization 
Secretary, Sierra Leone, delivered over the S. L. Broad-
casting Service, in 1957. 
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••• the essential common traits in the character 
structure of most members of a group which has 
developed as the result of the basic experiences 
and mode of life common to that group.lj 
Thus different societies or classes within a society have 
a specific social character and on its basis different 
ideas develop and become powerful. Thus~ for example, 
writes Fromm: 
The idea of work and success as·the main 
aims of life were able to become powerful and 
appealing to modern man on the basis of his 
aloneness and doubt; but propaganda for the 
idea of ceaseless effort and striving for success 
addressed to the Pueblo Indians or to Mexican 
peasants would fall completely flat. These 
people with a different kind of character 
structure would hardly understand what a person 
setting forth such aims was talking about even 
if they understood his language. In the same 
way, Hitler and that part of the German population 
which has the same character structure quite 
sincerely feel that anybody who thinks that wars 
can be aboli~hed is either a complete fool or a 
plain liar .lL+ 
Where an individual's character closely conforms with 
the character of his society, he will do that which is 
necessary and desirable under the specific social con-
ditions of his culture. This is invariably what happens 
in a stta:hle structured societies. In times of rapid 
l3E. Fromm, Escape from Freedom (New York: Rineh~t, 
1941), p. 277f. 
14. Ibid., p. 280. 
social change, however, the individuals may emerge whose 
norms or ideals are only nominal and who, in moments o~ 
crisis, cannot act on their belie~s because o~ this ~unda-
mental disharmony. 
Creole social character has been conditioned largely 
by their historical past. Pro~essor Macmillan has re~erred 
to them as "to all intents and purposes a middle class with 
essentially middle class o~cupations, interests and out-
look.ul5 It is di~~icult to essay a de~inition o~ the 
middle class. Lewis and Maude de~ined the English middle 
class as people rrengaged in all their work:Lng hours in 
small, crowded o~~ices, under arti~icial light, doing 
immense sums, adding up other men 1 s accounts, writing other 
16 
ments letters." 
Money, possessions, and particularly the accumulation, 
retention and use o~ them, have been regarded as a 
distinguishing ~eature o~ middle class li~e. Certain type 
o~ occupations have also been regarded as below the middle 
class, as, ~or instance, manual work, while the white-collar 
callings, especially clerkships, have provided a recognized 
l5Meek, Macmillan, Hussey, Europe and West Africa 
(London: O.U.P. 1940), p. 40. 
l6Lewis and Maude, English Middle Class (New York: 
Knop~, 1950)~ 
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channel of entry. 
Another characteristic of the middle class is that 
of restraint. Dr. Dollard has shown that the personal 
renunciation by which middle class people buy status 
advancement makes a spontaneous happy adjustment in life 
very difficult. 17 Similarly, Professor Simey has argued 
that 11 the middle classes are certainly exceptions from 
the general rule that West Indians are even outwardly a 
happy people. nlB A further characteristic of the middle 
class is the value they place on education, particularly 
the education of their children. 
If these are the features of a middle class, and not 
the assumption that there must always therefore be an 
upper and a lower, then the Creoles can rightly be called 
middle class. 
Further, the Creoles had been conditioned to regard 
themselves as the heirs of the British and the group from 
which leadership will be drawn. They had been taught, in 
the tradition of Arnold of Rugby, that in all matters they 
1 7 J. Dollard, Caste and Class in a Southern Town 
(New York: Harper & Bros., 1949). 
18J. Simey, Welfare and Planning in the West Indies 
(London: O.U.P. 1946), p. 103. 
should become Christian gentlemen. Now they have come to 
see that the promise of leadership is not going to be 
fulfilled and that Christianity is no longer the sine gua 
~for social acceptance. In the circumstances, it is 
not surprising that behavior no longer conforms closely 
to a modal social character, but that individuals deviate 
considerably. Indeed, this is further evidence to support 
the thesis that the present period is a time of status 
ambiguity and general instability. 
In this vortex, certain types of personal reactions 
emerge. There are the extreme reactionaries who wish to 
uphold the status quo ante. They are the tgood old 
Creoles• who petition the British Government about their 
inalienable rights and ancestral heritage. There are 
others, on the other hand, who see the logic of the fUture 
and ideologically accept Creole-tribal equality and inte-
gration, but whose character structure is not correlated 
to their thinking. They can reason equality, but cannot 
feel or act it. Their ideology is nominal not real. They 
seem to substantiate Frommts statement that: 
Ideas often are consciously accepted by 
certain groups, which, on account of the 
peculiarities~of their social character, are 
not really touched by them; such ideas remain 
a stock of conscious convictions: but people1fail to act according to them in a cr~tical hour. 9 
1~ 8 E. Fromm, op. cit., p. 2 0. 
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There is a third group of Creoles who in their collec-
tive behavior attempt to out-herod Herod in their champion-
ship of the cause of the Protectorate. Thus, one finds in 
an article in a local newspaper, a prominent dreole, a 
member of the Freetown Municipal Council, advocating 
polygamy in place of the 'whiteman 1 s monogamy.• 
There is yet a further type which approximates to 
Professor Glick 1 s 1 liberal ref'ormer 1 type. 20 Members of 
this group are ready and willing to work with and for the 
Protectorate and believe sincerely that Sierra Leonets 
future lies in wholeness and integration, not in separate-
ness and conflict. 
The events and conditions which are modifying Creole 
social character have already been mentioned. The existence 
of' these multiple individual character reactions may point 
to the instability of' the times, and may be the gropings 
towards a third period of crystallization when individual 
character will conform once more to the character of the 
society. On the other hand, the present individuation may 
be only one further evidence of the change in the society 
towards the urban western type where, as Maciver points out, 
2
°Clarence Glick, nsocial Roles and Types in Race 
Relations n in A. W. Lind, Race Relations in World Perspective 
(Honolulu: University of' Hawaii Press, 1955), pp. 239-262. 
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the individual "as a personality must, more than the 
countryman, make his own terms with societyn and where 
there are a "diversities of personality and of situ-
ation. n21 However, these reactions do indicate that the 
ethnic-status system in Freetown is in the process of 
change, that a re-appraisal and redefinition of con-
ceptions is being undertaken and that newer patterns are 
evolving. 
21Maciver, op. cit., p. 327. 
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CHAPTER VII 
STRUCTURE OF THE SOCIAL STRATIFICATION SYSTEM 
In Part I an attempt was made to deal with the develop-
ment of Creole society as a whole historically on a time 
sequence. Part II will deal more specifically with the 
processes of social mobility with a closer examination of 
some of the major indicators of social class position. 
Sociological analysis has found it useful to assume 
that there are reciprocal influences among all the differ-
ent parts of a society. At times values mold activities 
and influence the relative significance which is placed 
on different roles. At other times, changing activities 
can help to mold the values. Thus, for example, in con-
ditions of war, military roles may become more valued, 
or, as in industrialized societies, certain occupations 
may take on higher value than in societies under a differ-
t . d 1 en econo~c or er. 
One of Marxts important contributions to modern 
sociology is his premise that ments actions, ideas, 
prestige and power are determined by the positions they 
11Uex Inkeles and Peter Rossi, ffNational Comparis-ons 
of Occupational Prestige," Amer. J. Sociol. 61, (1956) 
p. 329ff. 
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occupy in the social structure. Thus, it is not sur-
prising, in our context, to find that it is in the upper 
occupation brackets that the process of creolization is 
most prevalent in Freetown. 
Two other concepts which the sociologist, Bernard 
Barber, has found of some use are span and shape. These, 
unfortunately, are imprecise terms and are very limited 
in their use because sociologists have not yet evolved 
any genuine scale of measurement to determine degrees of 
shape or span with which to compare two or more systems. 
The primary advantage, however, of the terms is that they 
can help to focus our attention on certain aspects of the 
structure which are common to all stratification systems 
and to an examination of the social factors which influ-
ence these structural conditions. 2 
Span, according to Barber, has to do with the degree 
of differential evaluation between the different classes 
in the system. It is the product of two sets of factors. 
On the one hand, the tendency to differentiation, and, 
on the other, the tendency to equality. Where the former 
is predominant, as was the case in Freetown in the nine-
teenth century, the span of the stratification system will 
2 B. Barber, op. cit., pp. 87ff. 
be great. It is, however, also true that growth in 
industrialization contributes to the maintenance or 
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increase in differential evaluation. Thus it would be 
premature to conclude, unless after a rigid empirical 
inquiry, that the span is decreasing in contemporary 
Freetown. 
Shape has to do with and results from the proportions 
of people in the society who are in the different social 
classes. This term can be of further use if it helps us 
to delineate in two-dimensional outlines the form of 
stratification systems. A number of sociologists and 
anthropologists have attempted to construct actual 
empirical shapes of the stratification systems of the 
societies they have studies. 3 
It is tempting to essay a diagramatic representation 
of the shape of the Freetown stratification system. But 
it must be reemphasized that the vital statistics on 
3For example, the class hierarchy of Yankee city in 
Lloyd Warner and P. S. Lunt, The Social Life of a Modern 
Community, Yankee Series, Vol. L (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 19~1), p. 88; the Negro class structure 
in 11Black Metropolis' in St. Clair Drake & H. R. Cayton, 
Black Metropolis (New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1945), 
p. S22; the class structure i~ uPlainville" in James West, 
Plainville (New York: Columbia University Press, 1945) 
p. 117. 
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which such a representation can be made are unavailable. 
In the circumstances, one can only speculate. The 
impression one is lert with is that, with the changes in 
the opportunity structure, there have been more chances 
ror movement into the middle-class positions. Thus any 
representation, it seems, will show a bulge towards the 
middle. With these several caveats, the shape or the 
structure or Freetown's social stratirication system in 
terms or Creole/tribal relationship can be repre·sented 
as rollows: 
19th Century 20th Century 
.----
C = Creoles T = Tribal Africans 
We shall in Part II be considering the major criteria 
of evaluation and see how rar there has been correlation 
and mutual validation of Weber's three basic criteria, 
how rar these have been important in determining 
individuals' life chances, and what has been their 
respective contribution to the vertical social mobility 
pattern. 
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It should, however, be noted that these are not 
the only i'actors ai'i'ecting mobility patterns in Freetown. 
For instance, with development, new positions are created 
and job opportunities are increased. To illustrate, 
bei'ore 1929, there was no municipal electricity in 
Sierra Leone; thus an individual trained as an electrical 
engineer in Europe or America would have i'ound no occu-
pation i'or his training. But today, these are engaged 
as electrical technicians. 
Or again, class dii'i'erences in reproduction rates 
can ai'i'ect the mobility pattern. The most striking 
i'eature oi' Freetown's population growth h~s been the 
changing proportions oi' Creoles in the population. As 
we saw in Chapter II, while in 1901 Creoles averaged about 
50% oi' the total Freetown population, in 1947 the per-
centage had i'allen to only 27%. Kuczynski, who has 
meticulously examined the census reports i'or these years, 
has i'ound no over-all reason to account i'or the i'act that 
Creoles were not reproducing themselves in sui'i'icient 
quantities.4 
Many i'actors besides i'ertility might have caused this 
absence oi' any marked increase in the numbers oi' Creoles. 
~uczynski, op. cit., pp. 277-281. 
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One ractor could be emigration to the Protectorate and to 
other places on the west coast. On this the Census Report 
1911 is suggestive but not derinitive. It states: 
Judging from the notices in the local papers 
from time to time advertising for native clerks 
ror other West African colonies, there is no 
doubt that there is a certain amount or emigration 
beyond the limits or the Colony and Protectorate, 
but it is impossibl~ to say in wha~ numbers Creole 
emigrate elsewhere .. ~ 
It may also be that the Creoles have suffered from 
the absence of any additions to their number through 
immigration into Sierra Leone of appreciable number or 
more culturally westernized individuals since the first 
Settlers. Thus the Creoles have had to depend on that 
small group to reproduce itselr and restock the line at 
a time when pressure or immigration rrom the tribal areas 
was on the increase. A further factor which may have 
affected the proportion or Creoles in the country today 
may lie in the terminology employed. It may well be that 
many who would have termed themselves Creoles some years 
ago now prefer to identiry, because of nationalistic 
reeling, with an indigenous culture of the area. This may 
be apropos to the sayipg sometimes heard in Freetown that 
the 1 Creoles are no nation. 1 Banton thinks that the 
5Sierra Leone, Census Report 1911, pp. 11-12. 
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decline may have been due to social .factors: "that the 
decline in Creole numbers may be due to, or an aspect o.f, 
the decline in Creole in.fluence.rt6 
Whatever the real reasons .for the decline, social or 
physical, the change in the proportion o.f Creoles in the 
di.f.ferent classes in Freetown society is also a result 
o.f the application o.f universalistic criteria as deter-
minants o.f social class position. 
Lastly, aspirations o.f people themselves may vary. 
How people perceive their chances .for mobility a.f.fects 
their movement or stability almost as much as does the 
presence or absence o.f the opportunities. In the nine-
teenth century, the particularistic-achievement structure 
went unchallenged. Creoles were accepted and respected 
and their rights to the rewards went unquestioned. This 
is no longer the situation. The tribal individual now 
knows that his ethnic background is no barrier to his 
material or societal success - a realization in part due 
to the policy o.f the Colonial Government. 
6Banton, op. cit., p. 102. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
PROCESSES OF SOCIAL MOBILITY - STATUS: 
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND EDUCATION 
In this Chapter we shall consider religious affili-· 
ation and education as indicators of status in the Free-
town society and as avenues by Which an individual or 
family, p~operly motivated, can move vertically in the 
stratification ladder. One reason why men habitually 
fulfill the social and moral obligations of their 
society, as Durkheim has pointed out, is because of the 
constraining power of the sacred over human behaviour 
and its consequent reinforcement of the moral values of 
h h . . 1 t e wors ~pp~ng group. The social role of religion is 
thus seen to be, in the main, an integrative one. 
But, as Robert Merton has shown, religion can be 
both dysfunctional as well as functional for a given 
. 
society. 2 Indeed, ·tth:e very fact that a religion binds 
its group of worshippers means that, if it is not shared 
1E. Durkheim, The Elementar Forms of the Reli ious ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Life, Translated by J'. w. Swain Glencoe, Ill.:: Free 
Press, 1947). 
2 . 
R. K. Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure 
(Glencoe, Ill.: Free Press, 1957J, Chapter 1. 
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by all or most of the members of the society, it can very 
well be a divisive, dysfunctional and even destructive 
force. This is of special relevance in the religi. ous 
history of Freetown, for while Christianity did serve as 
a strong cohesive factor binding together disparate 
elements as Nova Scotians and Liberated Africans, it also 
separated them from the tribal immigrants. 
Those who were responsible for the Sierra Leone 
project were not unmindful of the need for some sort of 
religious organization from its inception. With the 
Black Poor in 1787 had gone out a chaplain by the name 
of Reverend-P. Frazer. The early attempts at planting 
missions in Sierra Leone were, however, not very success-
ful. In 1795 the Ldndon Baptists sent-out Grigg and 
R'adway, and in the following year, another party arrived 
in the Colony composed of representatives of many noncon-
formist denominations .. 3 Three days after landing, they 
all asked to be sent home again, and, with one exception, 
they sailed for England exactly two months after reaching 
Sierra Leone. Another unsuccessful attempt was made in 
3They were from the London Missionary Society and 
the Glasgow and Edinburgh Society. Qf. Lovett, History 
of the London Missionary Society (London, 1899), p. 479· 
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1797. This also was intended to be a cooperative endeavor, 
but bitter controversy among the members of the mission 
paralyzed the project from the outset.4 
Religious organization in Freetown did not have to 
wait for missionaries from Europe. Many of the Nova 
Scotian settlers had been Christians in Canada and on 
arrival had set up chapels for themselves. The chief, 
and most important, sections among them were the Methodists, 
the Countess of Huntingdonrs Connexion and the Baptist 
societies. 
These churches were not organizations devoted only 
to service and worship. They were also centers of social 
life in the community, providing a field of activity in 
which the free Negroes could acquire status and exercise 
leadership. In the early period it was not easy to bring 
the different religious organizations together into one 
integrated unit. Techniques of cooperation which might 
have made co-ordination of behaviour possible were non-
existent; and the administrative machinery was, at the 
best, only embryonic. Many with great ability and force 
~or these early attempts df. Q. P. Groves, The Plant-
ing of Christianity in Africa (London: Lutterworth Press, 
1948), Vol. I, pp. 208ff. . 
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of personality, if not academic distinction, soon broke 
away and collected their own following. Mr. Thompson, 
an;~ American missionary, described this process of 
religious fission as follows:. 
One man becomes·. disaffected and begins for him-
self, gathering a company around him who are 
called after his name, then another, and so on. 
Thus there is Elliottts chapel, Jewett's _ghapel, 
this one 1s chapel, and that one's chapel. 
These organizations also reflected the nascent 
social stratification in the community. In the earliest 
period the more wealthy and respectable members of the 
population. belonged to the Wesleyan persuasion, mainly 
because the Nova Scotian settlers and Maroons were pre-
dominantly non-conformists. The rest of the settler 
population was in the independent separatist chapels. 
For example, the .Ohapel of Domingo Jordan served some of 
the respectable Settlers, while others, like that of the 
Baptist, Hector Peters, nhad in their train all the low-
est of the Nova Scotians.n6 The Maroons built their own 
Wesleyan chapel which was opened in 1821. 
5G. Thompson, An Account of the Missionar~ Labors of 
George Thompson in Western Africa (New York: 1 52). 
6Rev. s. A. Walker, The Church of England Mission in 
Sierra Leone (London, 1845), p. 147ff. 
165 
Thus the Liberated Africans had to ~ace a people who 
had accepted church going and membership o~ a religious 
group as part o~ their w~y o~ li~e; an acdeptance aided 
by the Government and the missionary agencies, as these 
all believed in the civilizing in~luence o~ the Christian 
religion. Little time was lost in absorbing the new 
comers into the Christian ~ai th. 
At f'irst the nonconformi.st sects were the most 
in~luential. But their position was to be success~ully 
.-challenged, partly because o~ their tendency towards 
~ission and partly by the ~oundation in 1799 o~ a Society 
for the spread o~ the Gospel to ~rica and the East, which 
became known as the Church Missionary Society. The most 
serious example o~ this tendency towards ~ission occurred 
in 1844 when the Settlers re~used the Liberated Africans 
the use o~ the 1big pulpitt in their Rawdon Street chapel. 
As a result many o~ the Liberated Africans le~t the 
society, taking with them some chapels in whiCh they had 
i~luence and leaving Rawdon Street chapel as an exclus-
ive Settler place o~ worship.? 
The reasons ~or the success o~ the Church Missionary 
Society are not ~ar to seek. For one thing, it was, in 
7 . I c.o. 267 218. 
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some ways, an of'f'-shoot of' the old Sierra Leone Company; 
f'or the leading members of' the latter were among the 
f'ounders of' the society. It was thus privileged f'rom 
the beginning. Secondly, unlike the nonconf'ormists, it 
adhered to the doctrines and practices of' the Established 
Church of' England, and thus enjoyed of'f'icial patronage 
8 
·and support. As a result, its prestige was enhanced 
considerably, so that by the middle of' the century, it 
had become the most prestigef'ul of' the denominations. 
The periodic inf'lux of' newly arrived Liberated 
Af'ricans into the Freetown community, where the Settlers 
had already set a standard based~ on western ideas, had 
cont'ronted the Government with a major social problem. 
It was strongly f'elt that through education. and religion 
the Liberated Africans could be brought within the pale 
of' civilization, and, to this end, an appeal was made 
9 to the C.M.S. 
8nThe Society has already f'our settlements on the 
coast of' Africa, in which 200 native children receive 
Christian instruction. These settlements .are subject 
to the caprice of' the natives; but the institutions in 
question will be secure under the protection of' the 
Colonial Government of' Sierra Leone. n 15th Annual 
Report of' the C.M.s. 
9nr f'el t persuaded that by their being pla.ced under 
respective clergymen devoted to a lif'e of' privations in 
the cause of' humanity their wants would be better attended 
to and they would in the course of' a f'ew years be made use-
f'ul members of' the community by receiving an education 
sui table to their probable situation in lif'e .. u Macarthy 
to Barthurst, May 31, 1815, c.o. 267/41. 
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In 1816 an arrangement was effected between the 
Colonial Government and the C.M.S. by which the latter 
undertook responsibility for the welfare and religious 
instruction of the Liberated Africans and for the manage-
ment of the Colonial Church in Freetown. 10 The C.M.S. 
became responsible for staff'ing the Liberated Arrican 
villages with ~nisters and schoolmasters, the Government 
agreeing to subsidize them. 
The Church of England, through the C.M.s., thus 
became the denomination of officialdom in the colony. It 
was the church attended by the European official class 
and the garrison. The Liberated ~ricans as they were 
released, were baptized en masse into it, and were given 
EUropean names in place of their tribal ones, which were 
regarded as heathenish. Sometimes benefactors were 
invited to suggest names for their wards, sometimes the 
i t . . 1 11 names were g ven mos capr~c~ous y. 
10 Rev. s. A. Walker, op. cit. 
1111It is proposed to receive into this Ins ti tuti on 
the multitude of African children who are liberated from 
smuggling slave vessels. Any benevolent pe~son who gives 
five pounds per annum may have the honor to support and 
educate one child, and may affix to the child any nrune 
he pleases. n The Missionary Register, June 1815. 
11 Some tw13nty recruits, being thus obtained, they 
were given high-sounding names, such as Mark Antony, 
Scipio Africanus, etc., their own barbaric appellation 
being too unpronounceable, and then marched down in a 
body to the cathedral to be baptized. Some might be 
The religious bodies in this Christian rite de 
passage were acting, albeit unconsciously, as agents o~ 
British expansion and colonization. No doubt, to the 
missionary, baptism was the new birth by which the 
individual was mad~ a member o~ Christ and an inheritor 
o~ the kingdom o~ Reayen. But by the giving o~ his new 
name, the Liberated African was also Ushered into the 
western type o~ society that was emerging •. In ~act, 
Governor Macarthy looked upon baptism as tan act o~ 
civilization. 112 
Typical o~ the early missionaries was the German, 
Wilhem Bernard Johnson, who came to the colony in 1818 
and died on a sea voyage to England in 1823. He was the 
statesman, priest and administrator o~ the people in his 
Mohamedans, and the majority certainly believers in ~etish, 
but the ~orm o~ requiring their assent to a change in their 
religion was never gone through; and the ~allowing Sunday 
they were matched into church as a matter or course, along 
with their Christian comrades.n Ellis, History or the 
West Indian Regiment (London: 1885). 
12 0 0 Journal or W.A.B. Johnson, P• 94· 
no~ this I am certain that religion and civilization which, 
as the necessary consequence or religion is but another name 
~or it, must er~ect here, what they have unirormly wrought 
in every other part o~ the world, a concomitant improvement 
in arts and science and a correspondent elevation or the 
human character and race.n Macarthy to Bathurst, 
c.o. 267/43· 
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mountain-valley village or Regent in the parish or st. 
Charles. Missionary agents like Johnson were responsible 
for both the material and spiritual welfare or their 
parishoners. They acted ~s magistrates, supervisors or 
schools, Government superintendents, priest and clerk, all 
in one. Johnson, we are told, was responsible for dis-
tributing rations twice a week to the Liberated 
Arricans. 13 All aspects of community life seemed to have 
been centered around the church. For example' on 
December 27, 1821, at a meeting or communicants, a law 
had been rramed by themselves, that ir any person should 
start a quarrel or behave as did no·t become a Christian, 
he should be turned out and rined five shillings or be 
confined in the House of Correction ror two months. 14 
In 1859 the C.M.s. and Wesleyan societies were ·joined 
by the Roman Catholic Mission. Its beginnings were humble. 
True to the teachings of Ignatius Loyola, it concentrated 
in the early years on education and the young. In 1866 
the Sisters or St. Joseph of Cluny arrived in Freetown 
and established a convent school. Growth-was slow, and 
l3The rations consisted mainly of rice and.some oil 
and salt. Cf. Parliamentary Papers, Vol. XI, 1842. 
14 Seddal, Missionary History of Sierra Leone (London: 
Hertchard, 1874) ,. p. 193· 
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Freetown was for long their only center. But in the 1890rs 
a foothold was acquired in Sherbro, and in course of .time, 
stations were opened in the interior.1 5 
The small independent sects faced strong competition 
from -these more formal organized churches. The latter 
came to be associated with the white race and, therefore, 
with progess. Thus Africans who sought social prestige, 
political power, and economic security were not content 
to remain in the smaller or independent sects unless they 
had obtained leadership in them. 
At the top of the ladder of preferment was St. Georgets 
Cathedral, the diocesan seat of the Anglican church. Then 
came the other Anglican churches and the more formal 
Wesleyan chapels. Some of the smaller independent churches 
had begun to amalgamate; for example, the Baptist and the 
16 
Church of God. Others were closing down or being 
swallowed up. Many families were moving, as their material 
position improved, from a smaller to a larger church, and 
from the Wesleyan to the cathedral. 
l5rn 1913,, only 3,250 Catholics were reported in a 
population of about 1~ million. Of. Latourette, History 
of the Expansion of Christianity {London:l947) Vol. V, 
~56. 
l6c. Butt Thompson, Sierra Leone in History and 
Tradition {London: Witherby, 1926). 
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The history o£ Arthur Thomas Porter, contractor and 
hotel-proprietor, will illustrate this process. The Free-
town newspaper, The Weekly News, o£ September 2, 1893 
described Mr. Porter as 11 a native o£ Sierra Leone of Maroon 
and West Indian e:x:traction. 11 His father, Guy Porter, v_vas 
at one time Manager of the Liberated African village o£ 
Kent. 17 In the 1850's, .Arthur Porter worked as a mason 
in the building o£ Samaria Church. In the paper, Artisan, 
for August 8, 1885, he is listed as one o£ a number of 
success£ul businessmen who started li£e as an artisan. 
In 1889 he paid his· first visit to England, during which 
time he was initiated as a £ree-mason 18th July in Rich-
mond Lodge No. 1011 E.C. in Manchester. He was at that 
time a member and trustee o£ the Wesleyan Maroon chapel. 
In 1892 he opened a hotel which he called "Porter t s 
Royal Hotel. u The. Weekly News o£ 18th December 1893 
carries an advertisement o£ the £acilities of the hotel 
which included 11 excellent cu-isine, wine at moderate prices, 
Bass 1 ale and stout on draught, billiard room and bar, 
large airy bedrooms. n The assistant manageress was a 
l7Guy Porter was Manager of Kent 1831, gaoler, Free-
town 1833· Governor Macdonald replying to charges against 
him in connection with Porterts wife, wrote that Porter 
had been a servant in England, was for a while gaoler but 
now kept a common eating house. C.O. 267/194 Nov. 10, 
1846. Macdonald in reply to Ex-Governor Findlay. 
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European lady, Miss Nellie Farrell. But in the same 
paper, the Weekly News two years later, in the issue or 
December 7, 1895, Arthur Porter is now among Cathedral 
members signing an address to Bishop Ingham. His obitu-
ary in 1908 rererred to him as ttan ardent churchman and 
Treasurer or the Native Pastorate Church." This movement 
rrom nonconrormism to the more prestigerul denomination, 
the Anglican, can be documented rrom the history or 
several other ramilies now prominent in Anglicanism. 
The chier task and opportunity or religious organi-
zations in the early period had been one or capturing the 
support or the motley crowds who round themselves within 
a new social setting. With success, went the building or 
large places or worship, the employment or a specialized 
and rull-time ministry and the increasing acceptance or 
general cultural standards as practical derinition or 
religious obligation. 
It was the desire or the C.M.S. to make the church 
in Sierra Leone selr-supporting and served by its own 
clergy. Partly to this end, in 1827, it rounded the 
institution, Fourah Bay ~ollege. The Society also pressed 
ror the creation or a bishopric which was achieved in 1852. 
In 1861 the C.M.S. withdrew their European missionaries, 
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and the work was taken over by the Africans themselves, 
the church becoming "the Native Pastorate Church. tt In 
1875 the Colonial Government withdrew its subsidies to 
the Church, but by then the roots were already securely 
planted. 
It must also be noted that the desire for religion 
on the part of the Liberated African matched the prose-
lytizing zeal of the Government, the missions and the 
Settlers themselves. Many Liberated Africans, realizing 
. 
the need for adaptation to the new order of the settler 
and the white man, turned to the church and the missionaries 
because of the social and economic-advantages that would 
accrue from such affiliation and because of a desire for 
guidance in making the necessary adjustment to the new 
environment of Freetown. 
It is of some significance that there was no organized 
resistance on the part of the Liberated Africans to the 
Christian religion. As Forbes tells us: none of the 
ruling passions of the Liber~ted African is to become a 
member of some civilized religion.n18 
It is suggested that this non-resistance - indeed this 
18Forbes, Six Months in the African Blockade (London: 
1849), p. 12 
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passion - was due, runong other things, to the pattern o~ 
church a~~iliation already set by the Nova Scotians and 
Maroons. But the ~act that these Liberated Africans 
~ound themselves in Freetown without support o~ their 
own cultural ,Ifiil.i:eu may have caused a ~eeling o~ 
insecurity and instability. When, therefore, they came 
in contact with the Christian religion they were eager to 
embrace it, for it supplied a new consciousness o~ group 
membership which otherwise would have been lacking. 
Material success o~ the Liberated Africans meant that 
the C.M.s. had the core membenship of rising citizens. 
So the Anglican church grew in wealth and importance. In 
it the social climber was able to make the necessary con-
tacts, while· his membership or it in turn enhanced his 
own social position. The church rei~orced the position 
or people who already enjoyed economic security. 
By the last-decade of the 19t~ century, the tendency 
towards separation which had characterized the early period 
reappeared. In the early period, ~ission was an indication 
or the need for satisfaction and fulfillment which only 
came from positions or leadership. The separatist 
churches o~ this latter phase, however_,· did not command 
a large following nor did they represent the ~is~ng or more 
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inrluential members o~ the community. Richard Niebuhr 
and Liston Pope have shown how continued social mobility 
has been a ~actor in stimulating the growth o~ new sects. 
In his Millhands and Preachers, Pope describes how, among 
the more prosperous sect members in a North Carolina 
textile town, there existed a trend for success~ul sects 
to develop into denominations. His most interesting 
~inding, however, is that in each o~ these churches, 
there were some members who did not share in the upward 
mobility o~ the dominant majority, and that it was typical 
~or these non-mobile members to secede and to imitate 
new primitive sects. Unable to share in the improved 
social standing af their more success~ul neighbors, they 
were unwilling to submit themselves to liturgical forms 
0~ worship, to listen to an teducated' sermon by a 
pro~essional minister, and in short to have their own 
spontaneous spiritual exuberance curbed. 19 
Similarly, in the Freetown setting membership in the 
new sects was drawn largely ~rom the more modest income 
groups; in other words, ~rom groups that have been less 
success~ul. The principal concern o~ these sects, unlike 
19Liston Pope, Millhands and Preachers (New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1942), pp. 117-140. 
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the more formal institutionalized denominations, was with 
adult membership. There was in addition a high degree of 
congregational participation in the services and admini-
stration of the group, unlike the delegation of responsi-
bility found in the denominations. Another marked 
dissimilarity is the racial orientation of the sects. 
These are wholly African, and are indifferent, if not openly 
hostile, to the prevailing aspirational patterns. The two 
most important sects in Freetown are the Church of Martha 
Davies Confidential Band and The Church of the Lord 
(Adejobi). 
Throughout the 19th century, the Church flourished 
among the Settlers and Liberated Africans and their 
descendants. It was, as we have noted, more than an 
attestation of faith; it was also indicative of successful 
adjustment to the westernized social setting that had 
emerged. It served as one evidence separating the 
civilized from the uncivilized• The Creole was a Christian; 
the tribesman was the nunto whom, 11 referring to the Biblical 
quotation ttunto whom I swear in my wrath that they shall 
never enter into my rest." As Banton testified: non two 
occasions I inadvertently asked Creoles to what tribe they 
belonged and received the answer, r·r am a Christian.' n20 
20M. Banton, West African City (London: Oxford Univ. 
Press, 1957), p. 109. 
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Today, church affiliation as an indicator of class 
position is on the decline. The work of evangelization 
is still carried on in Freetown but with the emphasis 
now on the tribal immigrants. To the Creole, membership 
of a church is still cardinal, but even here it has lost 
its primary importance. To a question requiring 200 
students to assess the relative importance of five 
criteria in stratification, viz., descent, wealth, 
education, occupation and church affiliation, only five 
students gave the first place to religion while 173 
placed it at the bottom of the scale. 
Many factors will account for this change. Firstly, 
it is in general keeping with the modern trend towards 
greater secularization of society. As Roy Lewis wrote: 
Once it was sufficient to be a good Christian; 
that would unlock all the doors and make a man 
equal in stature to any other man. Now the West 
appears a great deal less earnest about Christianity, 
and ready with a dozen new and conflicting 
explanations of the whole duty of man, black or 
white.21 
Secondly, many have developed new interests outside 
the field of religion. The 1been-tos' set the fashion of 
driving to beaches or playing tennis or just lazying 
21Roy Lewis, Sierra Leone (London: H.M.s.o., 1954), 
p. 40. 
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around the house on a Sunday morning. Watching a game o~ 
tennis or ~ootball in an a~ternoon is now i~initely 
pre~erred to attending choir practice. Religion is now 
at most a secondary criterion in determining position 
in the system o~ social strati~ication~ 
Complementary to religion was ~dueation in ~urther­
ing the accommodation, ~irst, o~ Liberated Africans and 
then o~ the tribal people into the social setting o~ Free-
town. Indeed, religion and education are almost 
inseparable, ~or the school developed, not as an institu-
tion in its~l~, but as a ~unction o~ the church. In ~act, 
it can be said that, until quite recent times, 'wherever 
there was a church building, there was a school attached 
to it: the building was used ~or worship on Sundays and 
~or inculcating the new learning on weekdays. The church 
was thus the channel and the interpreter o~ western ideals 
and values as, many centuries be~ore, it had been the means 
o~ introducing Graeco-Roman culture into northern Europe. 
+n most societies, there is a connection between the 
schools and the system o~ social strati~ication. In some 
societies, like ancient Peru, schools were available only 
to members o~ the upper classes. 22 In other societies, 
22 G. P. Murdock, Our Primitive Contemporaries (New York: 
Macmillan, 1936). 
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there are different kinds of schools for the different 
social classes. In Freetown, the school system unwit-
tingly followed strata lines, and modifications or alter-
ations of the system corresponded to changes in the shape 
and span of the stratification system. 
Because of the. humanitarian background to the 
foundation of the colony, it is not surprising that there 
were schools almost from the arrival of the first Settlers. 
Education was regarded as an important avenue by which 
the bl·essings of: Civilization would permeate through 
Africa. In commenting on the fourth quarterly examination 
of the scholars· of the Colonial School, the S. L. 
Gazetter for January 3, 1818 records: 
It is :from the foundation of education that 
we must expect the stream of civilization to flow; 
it is that which enlarges the mind, and thus 
renders it capable of every other improvement. 
The earliest educatio.nal ef:fort in the colony was the· 
work of Rev. Peter Frazer, the chaplain that had accom-
panied the Black Poor in 1787. In 1794 the Sierra Leone 
Company sent out two schoolmasters, Jones and Garvin, to 
take charge of their school for the settler children. 23 
23c.o. 270/2, Regulations for Schools approved.at a 
Meeting of Council, January 1794· 
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And from 1804 we find the Church Missionary. Society, and 
from 1811 the Wesleyan Society, contributing powerfully 
to educational work in the colony. 
When, after 1807, Liberated Africans began to be 
admitted into the colony, some arrangements were. made 
for their education in the villages which were created 
for them. In addition, there was a Female Captured Negroes 
School in Freetown itself until 1816. 24 In 1817 there were 
in Freetown, apart from the denominational ·schools, a 
tDaily Colonial School for Boys', 'Daily Colonial School 
for Girls,' an 'Evening Colonial School for Boys' and 
a 'Sunday Colonial Sch0ol for Girls.t Apparently these 
were only for settler children. 25 In that same year, 
these schools came·under the C.M.S. as part of the arrange-
ments of 18l6 already referred to. In l840 there were, 
according to Mr. Miller, Inspector of Schools: 
Forty-two schools,. of wb.i ch 14 were schools 
of Government, 6 'of··them being instituted for 
and receiving exclusively Liberated African 
children, while 8 are formed as exclusively of 
children born in the Colony. The remaining 28 
are conducted by the Church Mission, or by the 
Mission of Wesleyan Methodi~ts, and receive 
Colony born children only.26 
24c.o. 267/43, Rules to be observed in the Female 
Captured Negro Schoo. 
25c.o. 267/45· 
26c.o. 267/166. 
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Commenting on the different types of schools, Miller, 
who was the Inspector of Schools at the time, wrote: 
In a colony expressly founded among other 
objects for the removal of all those exclusive 
ideas and hateful distinctions of caste which 
have been fostered by slavery, the best means 
that could be adopted are in this way used to 
renew and maintain them. The Creole children 
receive rapidly those ideas of their own 
superiority to which all are so prone. The 
young Liberated Africans, who have been emanci-
pated from the greatest degradation and misery 
found themselves still humbled in their own 
esteem and that of others as an inferior race. 
These distinctions are further encouraged by 
the Apprenticeship system and they are con-
tinued through life.27 
Clarke, Senior Assistant Surgeon to the Colony of Sierra 
Leone, made similar comments when he wrote about the 1830 1 s 
that: 
The Creoles are taught in schools separate 
from the Liberated African children. This dis-
tinction inspires the Creole children with 
ideas of their own superiority, which they dis-
cover on every occasion; and to such an extent 
is this feeling fostered, that I have often heard 
the Creole boy or girl when they quarrelled with 
one of the liberated African children, call 
them niggers, which is to the latter the most 
opprobius of all opprobious epithets. This 
separation, then, of the Creole from the liberated 
African children, has not only tended to depress -
and stupify the latter, but has given the former 
un'j.'l).stifiable ideas of superiority so much so 
that the two classes will not associate.28 
27 ; c.o. 267 166. 
28R. Clarke, Sierra 1eone Manners & Customs (London: 
B. White, 1843), P• 33. · 
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Miller recommended, among other things, that there 
should be an admixture of Colony and Liberated Africans 
in the schools; but, he warned, that each school must 
have a fair representation of Creoles, never that "excess, 
namely, of barbarism over civilization - the leaven of 
the latter becoming insufficient to leaven the entire 
mass. n29 
Governor Fergusson, in his comments on the educational 
system accounted for the separation in terms of wealth 
and the prestige it conveyed. He wrote: 
The Government schools were opened to all 
classes but the Creole population preferred 
paying for education under the European teachers 
of the Missionary Society, to the gratuitous 
teaching of native teachers in the Liberated 
African schools, aQS thus was the separation 
rendered complete.j 
Even about the time these words were penned, the 
Liberated African had begun to make that progress in the 
economic order which in time was to affect his status 
ranking. 
By the 1840's it was becoming clear that some edu-
cational institution to meet the requirements of the more 
29c.o. 267/166. 
30c.o. 267/189. 
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successrul Liberated Africans and Settlers would soon be 
a necessity. Governor Macdonald expressed similar senti-
ments when he wrote in the Blue Book ror 1841-42: 
A school for boys is much required •••• 
The want of a.t;t establishment of this description 
to which the better class or the inhabitants 
might have an opportunity of sending their 
children is much felt; at present they must 
either be content with a very low standard or 
education, or must put themselves to the very 
great expense of sending them to England, an 31 expense which but very rew indeed could bear. 
This type or education was achieved in 1845 when the 
C.M.s. (now Sierra Leone) Grammar School was rounded.. A 
rew years later, in 1849, a similar institution was 
founded ror girls. These schools were intended for 
ramilies with surficient wealth to pay for the training 
. 32 
or their children in certain class r,oles. The 
31
c.o. 269/176. 
32cf. Letter from C,.M.S. House, June 26, 1850 to 
Herman Merivale relating to schooling ror illegitimate 
children of Europeans. n ••• in establishing a 
superior Female School for a select number of pupils, 
who all pay for their education, and who will probably 
become the wives of our ministers and teachers, it was judged that the native females born in lawful wedlock 
had a prior claim upon the resource or a religious 
society. Also that the conceding to them this priority 
would tend to uphold the hnnor of marriage in the esti-
mation of the community, and counteract a too prevalent 
not·ion in all such societies that the native female is 
honored rather than disgraced by illicit connexion with 
Europeans. 11 c.o. 267/218. 
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education in these schools was to be o~ a superior kind 
to that of the ordinary schools. It was in these schools 
that the children o~ the old settler groups who had been 
able to maintain their social position and the children 
of the Liberated Africans who were becoming successful in 
. 
trade were united in a common set of social standards and 
practices. As Asa Briggs wrote o~ a similar or comparable 
situation in England: 
The second way in 'Which the public school 
was of central importance was in its mixing o~ 
representatives of old families with sons of 
the new middle classes. This social amalgam 
cemented old and new ruling groups, which had 
previously remained apart. The working classes 
were for the most part excluded from the schools 
as they still are in the twentieth century, but 
the great social divide o~ the 1840ts between Land-
lords and businessmen was bridged. -The public. 
school, consequently, provided ~or the gradual 
fusion o~ classea3and their drawing upon a common store,of values.j 
Education was thus., in Freetown, one of the important 
mechanisms providing for social mobility. It was, and 
still is, part of the royal road to success and to 
positions o~ power and prestige. 
The children of successful Liberated Africans com-
prised the majority of the pupils in the Grammar School. 
A Reassessment of 
Chicago Press, 19 5, 
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This was in part evidence of the material and social 
progress which the Liberated Africans had made and the 
corresponding stagnation if not decline of the settlers. 
Shreeve could write about Freetown in the 1830's that 
• • • the only colored men capable of holding 
appointments in the public and mercantile 
offices are the settlers and Maroons, and 
there is scarcely one Liberated African in 
the colony ~o qualified for filling any public 
situation. 3L!-
Less than ten years later, however, the Governor could 
write: 
The successful prosecution of a petty 
trade, combined with the :steady observance of 
great temperance and economy in a living have 
in the course of years raised many of thia 
body to a state of comparative affluence.j5 
Descendants of Settlers and Liberated Africans were 
now to be found in the registers of the Grammar School, 
the C.M.S. Female institution, known as The Annie Walsh 
Memorial School, and the Wesleyan Boys' High School, 
founded in 1874 to give a similar type of education. 
For example, in 1852 we find A. Sibthorpe, a Liberated 
African descendant, and A. T. Porter of settler parentage, 
34w. W. Shreeve, Sierra Leone: The Principal British 
Colony (London: B. White, 1847), p. 6. 
35c .. o. 267/175· · 
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being admitted into the Grammar School on the same day. 
Education thus ushered the individual into the world 
of western civilization, literature and technology. To 
the Liberated African this was quite different from his 
own background. Thus, in various ways, the school taught 
the child new roles for participating in the emergent 
western society. 
Until about the beginning of the 20th century, no 
sustained attempt had been made to bring the tribal 
immigrant into the orbit of the Freetown society. Thus 
Ingham could write in his book, Sierra Leone After A 
Hundred Years: 
Every school, whether elementary or high, as 
we pass them by is quite full, and yet the streets 
swarm with children, for there is no such thing as 
compulsory education. And all about us, sitting 
down and eyeing our possessions, taking a job 
when they can get one, at other times stealing, are 
these country people, who are coming amongst us 
in such increasing numbers, and for whom there is 
as yet no adequate proVision. If it. be asked, 
to what extent do the older residents mix with 
these people? the answer is, that the latter form 
a class for the most part below them. They are 
their servants. Illicit connection there may be, 
but not intermarriage. Sometimes ·a large party 
of superior-looking natives will arrive in the 
town from the interior countries; whose object 
is an interview with the Governor. They sit down 
in some quarter, keep to themselves, have their 
interview and return •. It is vgry much the same 
with those who come to trade.j 
36Ingham, Sierra Leone After a Hundred Years (London: 
Seeley, 1894), p. 290 •. 
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True, a number of tribal youths, as isolates and 
not in the mass, had received formal education in the 
colony schools-. 37 It is also true that the type of 
education did not really prepare the students for maximum 
appreciation of life in Africa. But these are not for 
the present our immediate concern. The point is that this 
kind of education which gave prestige, imperfect though 
it was, was not pressed for by the tribal immigrants or 
their spokesmen in the 19t~ century. The Poro Society 
for boys and the Sande for girls had given the tribal 
individual the kind of education he or she required for 
living in a tribal society. But a knowledge of basic 
English soon became a necessity for successful living in 
F~eetown. In addition, the affairs of the colony were 
conducted in English, and therefore, some form of literacy 
in the language was essential for almost any type of cle~~-
ship. The parllel was drawn by A. B. c. Sibthorpe in his 
history of Sierra Leone where he referred to the Grammar 
37For example, the fourteen foundation members of 
the Grammar School included five boys from Gallinas 
and one from Port Lokko in the Sierra Leone interior. 
Cf. Historical Sketch of the Sierra Leone Grammar School 
by A. E. Tuboku Metzger, 1935, p. 8. And we read in 
1860 of the S. L. Government supporting three sons of 
native chiefs at the School cf. c.o. 270/23. 
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School as the 11Sierra Leone boy 1 s porroh bush. 11 38 
In time, the Protectorate accepted this fact of the 
necessity for literacy in English, and pushed for the 
education of her sons. The indigenous Africans were no 
longer content to leave their children with Creole 
families for training; many were now stipulating a con-
dition that the children must be sent to school. 
In 1906 Bo School was founded by the Government to 
provide western education for the sons and nominees of 
Paramount Chiefs of the Protectorate. A year later, the 
Albert Academy was founded in Freetown by the Evangelical 
United Brethren {headquarters in Ohio, U.S.) principally 
for boys from the Protectorate. In 1925 the Government 
founded its own boys' secondary school in Freetown i.e. 
the Prince of Wales School. 
All these developments have meant that opportunity 
for education is now more broadly available. Children with 
either the necessary fees or scholarships and with the 
required scholastic attainment can now enter any of the 
38Quoted in Tuboku Metzger, op. cit.,, p. 55. 
Porroh (sometimes spelt 1poro 1 ) is a male secret society 
institution among a number of. tribes in the rain belt of 
Africa. Boys and youths spend from three days to a month 
in the enclosure, called the 1 bush,t during which time 
they undergo initiation rites and are trained to take 
their place as adults in the tribal society. The female 
ins ti tu ti on is known as n San den or "Bun do. Tt Cf. Kenneth 
L. Little, The Nende of Sierra Leone (London: Kegan Paul, 
1951), pp. 240-253. 
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secondary schools. This does not mean, however, that these 
are the only determining ractors. Other variables like 
attitude towards education in general or towards dirrerent 
schools in particular, aspirations ror social mobility, 
also afrect the number who actually want to go to school. 
However, the point can now be made that whereas in the 
19th century the opportunities ror education were unevenly 
distributed, the present trend is ror the education systems 
to be open to those who can pay the rees and are qualiried 
to enter, irrespective of ethnic background. Thus the 
education system underscores the change that is taking 
place in Freetown rrom a particularistic to an open-
universalistic type of society. 
Education also acts as a band which overrides ethnic 
distinctions. nAn educated individual visiting another 
town as a stranger can always be sure of hospitality in 
the home or other educated people11 writes Kenneth Little.39 
Religious afriliation and education are thus indica-
tors of status and or the mechanisms by which individuals 
rise or rall in the social stratirication system or Freetpwn. 
39K. L. Little, 1'Structural Change in the Sierra 
Leone Protectorate 11 Africa, Vol. XXV, No. 3 (July 1955), 
p. 225. 
CHAPTER IX 
PROCESSES OF SOCIAL MOBILITY - STATUS: 
nsYMBOLIC JUSTIFICATIONn 
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11 In all societies," writes Barber, ttments acts and 
possessions have at least three different functions: 
the instrumental function, the aesthetic function, and 
the function of symbolizing their various social roles 
and position~ ul In this chapter we are concerned with 
activities and possessions insofar as they are indicative 
• 
of social class pos-ition. These symbols do not occur as 
single and isolated units, but in clusters, which can be 
regarded as the nstyle of lifeu appropriate to the 
respective class. Components of a ttstyle of lifen will 
include recreational and eating habits, residential area, 
style of dress and such like. 
The ~oblems of social class symbolism have been 
well treated in discussions of the symbolic functions of 
consumption in all societies. Parsons, for example, has 
pointed out the relationship between standards of living 
and social class position. 2 As Veblen put the matter, 
1 . 
B. Barber, op. cit., p. 136. 
2 Talcott Parsons, Essa sin Sociolo ical , 
revised edn. (Glencoe, Ill.: Free Freas, 85. 
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consumption is always a mconspicuous 11 way of symbolizing 
social class position, although the individual is not 
always aware of the 1'conspicuoustt or symboli,e nature of 
his or other people 1 s consumption.3 
The type of house and its location within the c.om- ··· 
munity, can in conjunction with other symbols, indicate 
social class position of an individual or family in the 
society. Thus, Londonts West End or Boston 1 s Beacon 
Hill symbolize upper class position, though not only 
upper class people now l'ive in those areas.4 
In Freetown, the area which carried greatest social 
distinction in the 19th ·century, was the area around the 
landing-place of the Black Poor and the first settlement 
of the Nova Scotians. This area became known as Settler 
Town. vlhen the Maroons arrived in 1800 they were located 
west of the settler settlement, and their area was soon 
known as Maroon Town. Similarly, when lands further west 
of the Maroon settlement were reserved for the Kroo 
population in the colony in 1816, that area was known as 
3T. Veblen, Theory of the Leisure Class (New York: 
Macmillan, 1928). 
4walter Firey, Land Use in Central Boston (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1947). 
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Kroo Town. As the Kroo men were mainly deck hands on 
board ships, the area they occupied took on a low social 
connotation. 
The style of houses which the Settlers erected, with 
its stone foundation and wooden superstructure, seemed 
to have been copied from the colonial architecture of 
the New World they had known. Settler Town also contained 
the main Government buildings, the stores and the larger 
houses. 
Governor Fergusson in his description of Freetown 
in 1845, showed that with the periodic addition of 
Liberated Africans and the material progress of a number 
of the latter, the society had become more elaborately 
stratified. At the bottom were the.most recantly arrived 
Liberated Africans who, like the tribal immigrants, lived 
in mud houses. Next were the petty traders and the skilled 
workers like tailors, masons and carpenters who occupied 
frame houses. Above these were the more successful who 
lived in frame houses reared on a stone foUndation of 
from six to ten feet in height. About these houses, 
Fergusson wrote: 
They we painted outside and in; have piazzas 
in front and rear, and many of them all round; a 
considerable sprinkling of mahogany furniture of 
European workmanship is to be found in them; 
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several books are to be seen lying about, chierly 
or a religious character; and a general air or 
domestic comrort pervades the whole, which, 
perhaps more than anything else, bears evidence 
or the advanced state or intelligence at Which 
they have arrived.5 
Fergusson continued, 
Persons of the highest grade occupy cororortable 
two-story stone houses, enclosed all round with 
spacious piazzas. These houses are their own 
property, and are built from,the proceeds or 
their own industry. In several or them are to 
be seen mahogany chairs, tables, soras, and 
four-post bedsteads, pierglasses, rloor-cloths, 
and other articles indicative ofbdomestic 
comfort and accumulating wealth. 
We have already mentioned the Ordinance No. 6 of 
June 1852 which conferred the rights of natural born 
British sUbjects on the Liberated Africans. One of the 
main reasons ror the bill was to remove all doubts as to 
the rights or the Liberated Africans to hold land and 
property within the colony. 
Thus location and type of dwelling contributed to 
status ranking. A house built on the frame house pattern 
carried more prestige value than a mud house of the 
circular type which had characterized tribal African 
architecture. An analogous situation had occurred, as 
5 0 c.o. 267/219. 
6Ibid. 
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Labat round in the Gambia in the 18th century, where the 
flcasa a portuguesan a rectangular shaped house, had come 
to be preferred to the more traditional circular house 
by those who could afford to build new houses.7 
Dr. Poole, writing about the colony in the mid-19th 
century, noted this preference for the western style of 
housing including the fireplace and other paraphernalia. 
He wrote: 
Many of the houses are very good, substantial 
and commodious and much attention has of late been 
given to the construction of the buildings in style 
and materialo The stores or shops are on the 
ground floor in general 3 and the rooms above these 
are used for domestic purposes. The kitchens are, 
invariably distinct from the dwelling in some part 
of the yard; most of them are airy and spacious, 
well furnished and English in every respect~ 
The principal dwellings are well aired, and 
lighted by glass windows, supplied with fire-
places, and displaying all the necessaries and 
knick-knacks essential to complete an English 
parlor and drawing room. The floors are matted 
or covered with oilcloth, and sometimes carpeted:-
the walls are tastily papered and ornamented with 
paintings and J;!l:'ints. Gay chandeliers, suspended 
from the ceiling, light up the dinner table on 
grand occasions. The easy chair, the ottoman 
and the sofa are there; and mirrors and looking-
glasses8to enliven the apartment and gratify the 
vanity. 
7J. Labat, Voyage du Chavalier des Marchais en 
Guinea, fait en 172 , 1726 and 1727, Paris, 1730, Vol. 1, 
p. 161. 
8T. E. Poole, Lif·e, Scenery and Customs in Sierra 
Leone, 2 Vols (London: 1850), Vol. 1, p. 93. 
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Until the end o~ the 19th century1 there were no 
particular areas reserved ~or the English population 
in the city. However, by the beginning o~ the 20th, 
it was decided that owing to the di~~iculty o~ making 
the whole o~ Freetown ~ree ~rom malaria, it would be 
more ~easible to drain a small area and keep it under 
control. Thus, Hill Station to the west o~ Freetown was 
chosen as the site ~or this experiment and was turned 
into a reservation ~or the Eu~opean population, which 
~rom then on was no longer housed in houses rented ~rom 
the Liberated Africans in Freetown. In this way, 
geographical distance was translated into social distance.9 
Since the European population was on the average 
better paid, better educated and occupied better houses 
than the majority o~ the African population, and since 
they unquestionably practiced that way o~ li~e which had 
been reinterpreted by the Creoles, their removal to the 
western suburbs o~ Freetown con~erred a .new social 
distinction to that part o~ the city. It soon began to 
rival the central area o~ the city as the dwelling area 
o~ the more socially mobile o~ the population. It became 
911
• • " a mountain railway has been constructed, and 
a cantonment built on the hills, thus permitting o~ the 
Europeans residing in the hills and o~ their segregation 
~rom in~eeted natives.u Sierra Leone, Medical Report 
1905, p. 7· 
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increasingly rashionable to live outside the city 
municipal boundaries on the western side. The feeder 
villages to the east of the city did not, however, confer 
the same distinction. 
With the political and other changes consequent on 
the 2nd World War, the exclusive reservation of Rill 
Station for whites ·only was modified, and residences were 
provided for heads of Government departments irrespective 
of race or color. Thus, Dr. E. A. Renner, an African 
and late Director of Medical Services, had his home at 
Rill Station, and the ministerial quarters for political 
ministers are situated at Wilberforce Spur, the area 
adjacent to Rill Station. The intervening area between 
Rill Station and municipal Freetown, that is to say, 
Wilberforce, Signal Hill, Wilkinson Road and Spur Road, 
are the areas which now carry the highest sale price per 
town lot of all areas in the colony. For instance, while 
land, outside the strictly commercial sites, can be 
obtained for about £30 per lot, land at Spur Road is now 
being offered at about ~150 a lot. 
This trend in symbolic justification towards the 
bigger and western designed type of houses is now a 
recognized channel by which those who feel they have 
arrived try to validate and justify their new position. 
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Thus the preference, where the material means can bear 
the cost, for cement blocks rather than mud, for rectangu-
lar rather than circular, houses is shared by both Creoles 
and the tribal immigrants. In all this, it must, however, 
be stressed that housing or residential area alone does 
not establish true class position. Social class identi-
fication is a process that takes several symbolic 
indications into account. 
Another indicator which contributes to the indenti-
fication of status position in most societies i:s. the 
style and quality of clothing. In classical China, for 
example, the upper-class Mandarin symbolized his class 
position by his long gown; he also wore his fingernails 
long as an indication that he did not perform any manual 
tasks. 
In Freetown, from its earliest days, it was noticed 
that the form of dress was one of the differences 
separating the indigenous inhabitants or the tribal 
individuals that drifted into the settlement from the 
settler from the new world. Today, while these differ-
ences are still perceptible, they are not so obviously 
correlated with ethnic descent when comparing individuals 
in more or less similar income brackets. Roy Lewis, 
commenting on modern Freetown, has written: 
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In the streets the people weave an unending 
fabric of cokror and variety; though Freetown is 
neither Delhi or Port Said as a meeting-place 
of races, there are classes, occupations, and 
twenty or more tribes to be distinguished, and, 
above all, faces. Who's Creole and who's not? 
There are African girls slim and assured in 
print frocks that might have been bought in 
London's Oxford Street; African girls in native 
dress • • • older women in long dresses resembling 
Regency smocks; school girls ••• wearing 
adaptations of English school uniforms of mauve 
or puce, with straw hats or berets; and then 
the eye is caught by a girl wearing only a 
cunningly-wrapped skirt, some necklaces and a 
coif of braids done up with cowrie-shells, 
who presents with serene confidence a perfectly 
sculptured ebony torso to the world.10 
As already been noted, Freetown afforded the Liber-
ated African his first contact, outside the slave ship, 
with western culture. At the start these Liberated 
Africans had no use for European clothes and found the 
food and the cooking abhorrent. Clarke reports how 
they used to tear up the clothing given to them on 
landing. 11 To encourage them further, and so reduce the 
gap between the Settlers and themselves a proclamation 
was issued in 1834 requesting conformity on the part of 
the Liberated Africans to the European dress of the Nova 
Scotians and Maroons. Section III of the Proclamation 
read: 
10Roy Lewis, op. cit., pp. 6, 7• 
11clarke, Sierra Leone Customs and Manners, p. 181 • 
• 
And whereas large sums of money have been 
expended by the British Government, and many 
valuable lives sacrificed, in rescuing these 
Liberated Africans from perpetual slavery, 
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who are now enjoying in the Colony, all the 
benefits and blessings of freedom, and as their 
gratitude for such benevolence cannot be better 
testified than by conforming, according to;their 
respective circumstances in life, to the rules, 
customs and manners of British subjects. It is 
hereby further ordered and declared that all 
Managers of Districts and Justices of the Peace 
within the Colony aforesaid, shall, in future, 
strictly prohibit all Liberated Africans under 
their superintendence or observation, from 
assuming any other dress than that usually 
adopted by Europeans.l2 
Kenneth Macauley, the businessman of the firm of 
Macauley and Babington and nephew of Zachary Macauley, 
-had referred to the settler society of those days as a 
nblack aristocracy, embued with European tastes and 
habits, and with a proper sense of the decorum and 
decencies of civilized life. 1113 In 184.5, the principal 
inhabitants of the colony petitioned the Governor and 
Council that a similar proclamation respecting dress be 
ordered for all inhabitants in the colony aiming this 
time at the tribal immigrants. This petition was prompted, 
they alleged, because of the nindecent scenes of nudity 
hourly witnessed in our streets."14 
12c.o. 267/119. 
13c.o. 270/22. 
14c.o .. 270/22. 
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However, the position must have improved, f'or ten 
years later, Rev. S. W. Koelle was able to write: 
In most parts of' Af'rica clothes are far too 
sparingly used to answer the requisites of' 
propriety. In some countries the women cover 
themselves only with leaves, or a handful of' 
twigs, and in others both sexes live in a state 
of' absolute nudity. In Sierra Leone the people 
are decently dressed ... in the church, on Sunday, 
·cle'aniy and prettily. Some negro gentlemen and 
ladies even appear in-silks and satins; and the 
practice of women going about with their bosoms 
uncovered becomes rarer every year.l5 
Mrs. Melville made similar observation about Free-
town around 1849. She wrote: 
The settlers in the colony, and al·so the 
slaves that have been ema,ncipated here, who 
are termed t ;Liberated Africans t assimilate 
their dress -to that of' Europeans; the wealthier 
sort wearing jackets, waistcoasts and trousers 
of cl.oth, white duck or blue baft, with broad-
brimmed_ straw hats tied round with black or 
colored ribbon, or round smart cloth caps, while 
the ordinary apparel of domestic servants con-
sists of a6white jacket, check shirt and duck trousers. 1 . 
Thus the western type of' dress served the newcomers 
into the community as symbols of prestige. It became one 
of the strong indicators of the degree of assimilation 
15s. W. Koelle, ttA Picture of' Sierra Leone in the 
Light of Christianity," C. M. Intelligence, 1855, p. 51. 
1~elville, A Residence at Sierra Leone, ed. Hon. Mrs. 
Norton (London: . .John Murray, 1849), p •. 21. 
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wh ch had taken place. 1 Pettic.oats and trousers' was one 
way of aspiring by action to membership of the desired 
cultur~ status. The Liberated African abandoned the 
scanty attire of slave status or the dress of his tribe 
and adorned the western garb. The Victorian notions of 
respectability and preference for dark and sober colors 
came to dominate in Freetown. Men preferred woolen suits 
to cotton, and top hats and spats were a common feature 
in the Freetown streets especially on a Sunday morning. 
Indeed, Alldridge, writing about Sierra Leone around 
1900 tells us that the top hat was then the emblem of 
paramount chieftaincy, such had been the extent of its 
influence. 17 This picture carries us towards the end of 
the 19th century. Today the top hat is rarely seen, 
though Lewis feels that many Creoles would welcome its 
return. 18 
With the increasing knowledge in the 20th century 
about proper at tire for the tropics, and the manufacture 
of clothes specifically for use in warm climates, the 
European population which, in the final analysis also 
influence the fashion of the day, now dress lighter and 
17T. J. Alldridge, A Transformed Colonx (London: 
Seeley, 1910), P• 271. 
18Roy Lewis, op. cit., p. 5. 
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simpler. The open-neck shirt nQw rivals the semi-stirr 
collar except on the more rormal occasions, and a pair 
or shorts is as popular as the trousers for day-to-day 
work. 
The younger elements among the Creoles soon came to 
similar conclusions; so While their fathers dressed and 
sweated in woolen suits, their sons dressed in lighter 
textures or were unencumbered-by tie or jacket. Thus 
when the tribal individual in the 1920 1 s began to 
challenge Creole ascendancy in the economic order, he 
tried also to justify and validate his material or 
economic success by enjoying that tstyle or lifer which 
had traditionally characteriz~d the Creole class. They 
entered the race, however, at a stage when the Creoles 
had abandoned the top hat and coat for the khaki shorts 
and shirt. The new groups aim to join the ranks of the 
Europeans and the Creoles not only as wielders of economic 
and political power but also as a standard-sett~g group 
in the social sphere. Hence, as Dr. Busia pointed out 
about an analogous situation in Ghana, the new groups 
aspire, depending on their economic success, to bigger 
cars, more expensive Clothing, larger houses and more 
items of conspicuous consumption than either the European 
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or well-to-do Creole could ever a££ord. 1 9 Lewis summed 
i.t admirably when he. wrote: 
Malgre lui, the tribal African becomes 
creolized; he takes to western dress and ideas, 
he becomes administrative and political in his 
outlook, he wants fUrniture in his house, 
cigarettes, gadgets ••• Mende and Temne girls 
take still more readily to creole dress and 
creole independence, to the com£art o£ a house 
with a tin roo£ and a piped water supply.20 
One other indicator o~ social position is this con-
text is the type o£ £ood consumed and the ritual govern-
ing the serving and eating of £ood. Perhaps one o£ the 
most signi£icant practices which Creoles have propagated 
is that o£ assembling in public and mixing with persons 
other than one 1 s own kin group ~or purely social and 
recreational purposes. In traditional tribal culture, 
for example, people only go out of their houses or meet 
in public £or same fairly speci£ic reason, and once the 
business is over, they disperse. 
Here again, as in the matter o£ dress, greater 
emphasis was given on the whole to European £are, though 
it was on this symbol, food, more than any other, that 
l9K. A. Busia, "Gold Coast Elites,n Inst. Soc. 
Science Bull. No. 3, 1956. 
20Lewis,. op. cit., p •. 158. 
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the Liberated Arricans were to be most successrul in 
inrluencing the habits or the Settlers. This is not 
surprising since food is one or the most conservative 
areas and usually one or the last to be arfected when an · 
individual accepts elements from alien cultures. Typical 
dishes of the Creoles now include jollof rice and foofoo 
and palaver sauce - dishes which in their preparation 
and serVing are hybrid and show the influence of both the 
new world and the old Africao 
For many years after arrival, the Settlers were main-
tained by a supply of provisions and stores from England 
because they were unaccustomed to the native fare around 
them. Provisions included beef, pork, b±scuits and 
cheese, oatmeal, barley and butter. 21 This kind or food 
was more akin to that of the European administrative 
cl~ss than to that or the indigenous Africans in their 
midst, and so helped to underscore social distance and 
enhance the prestige of European fare. There was, however, 
never a sufficiency of the English foodstuffs on which the 
community could survive without some addition of the local 
food. 
Rice, however, became the staple food of the Settlers 
as it had been in the period before the arrival of the 
21 clarkson's Diary, quoted in Ingham, op. cit., p. 91. 
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~irst Settlers. 22 In the preparation o~ dishes such as 
the ground-nut chop or the jollo~ rice they were in~lu­
enced very much by the West Indies and the .Gambia. The 
Liberated Africans were to add some of their own dishes 
- particularly the palaver sau·ce - to those of the 
Settlers as part of the culinary heritage of the Creoles. 
About the eating habits of the Liberated Africans in the 
1830's, Clarke had this to say: 
The universal custom amongst the Liberated 
Africans, is to eat soon after getting.up. 
Akarah, Chappulah, Aggedi, or perhaps a portion 
of some fruit as pineapple, banana, etc., 
according to the taste of the individual, are 
the articles usually taken. Breakfast is eaten 
about half past ten or eleven o'clock, a.m., 
• • • • Their ~avorite dish is called Palaver 
Sauce.23 
A further evidence o~ the influence of the Liberated 
Africans on the resultant Creole way of life is the popu-
larity o~ their feast, the 11Awoojoh.n This is a feast ~.'·e 
which is held on spebial occasions as, for example, be~ore 
a marriage or after a death or at any time when it is 
deemed necessary to bring the whole family together -
both the living and the dead - in some ceremonial 
22 11Rice is the principal food o~ the natives although 
they have cassada yams, eddies, sweet potatoes, and great 
varieties of other roots and vegetables unknown in Europe. 11 
Matthew, Voyage to the River Sierra Leone, London: 1788, 
p. 57. 
23clarke, op. cit., p. 54· 
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partaking of food. The Settlers had a similar feast, 
called rr:Bamchu, 11 which is now only rarely observed. 
It can be suggested that the primary reason for the dis-
use of the bamchu is that it is basically the awoojoh 
transformed under new world conditions. Bamchu begins 
at dusk and ends, passover-like, before dawn, the type 
of food consumed being predominantly western - tea, 
bread and butter, cakes, hog's head soup, and some 
alcohol. Awoojoh is celebrated during the day and con-
sists of a meal of African foodstuffs, such as bean cakes 
fried in palm oil, fried plantains and palm wine. It is 
suggested that the Negroes under conditions of slavery 
could not afford a day off from work to celebrate the 
feast of awoojoh; thus they could only gather for the 
:t.Jeast at night, and, in the circumstances, ate the kind 
of food they could get in the U.S. South. By the same 
reasoning, it was easier for Settlers and their descen-
dants to revert, under the influence of the Liberated 
Africans, to the awoojoh, since that was the feast their 
parents had intended to c~lebrate under the changed con-
ditions of the new ~orld. 24 
24A. T. Porter, "Religious Af'filiation in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, Africa (Jan. 1953), Vol XXIII, No. 1. 
Throughout the late 19th century, there was an 
increase in the western influence on Creole cooking. 
In the 1920 1 s, wrote Butt-Thompson: 
On fire in the open, with utensils almost 
elementarjT~;: the servants will prepare roast 
yams and serve them mashed with a butter and 
egg sauce and much seasoning; or boil a fowl 
stuffed with ground-nuts; or fritter bananas 
or plantains or oranges, in a fashion that 
would do credit to a cheP, and to the real 
satisfaction of those visitors who have gro~n 
tired of salted meat and canned vegetables. ~ 
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In contemporary Freetown, the ground-nut stew and 
the jo1lof rice, the custom of inviting non-relatives 
to a meal for no specific religi. ous or .ceremonial reason, 
are now symbols of socio-economic groups rather than of 
Creole/tribal differences. As further example, there is 
in Freetown the Junior Dinner Club 'Which is made up of 
the European professional and commercial men and their 
opposite numbers in the Creole community and the edu-
cated elite from the Protectorate. They meet once a 
month for dinner, and friendly discussion. The dress for 
the occasion is western - a dinner jacket or tuxedo -
and the food is always some variation of English/Creole 
cuisine. 
25Butt-Thompson; Sierra Leone in History and 
Tradition (London: Withesby,-1926), p. 259. 
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The conclusion drawn from this review is that the 
symbolic indicators of status position which, in the 
early period af the colony, correlated to a large extent 
with ethnic descent, today are broadly components of 
socio-economic groups. This reinforces the conclusion 
that except for the extreme polarities, the differences 
which divide people in Sierra Leone are increasingly 
those which are based on the extent and success of the 
process of industrialization and westernization achieved 
by the individual. In the past the Creoles, by making 
use of the opportunities provided, were able to achieve 
and monopolize the prestigeful pos~tions. Now that these 
opportunities are being extended to include all, the early 
advantages of the Creoles are being gradually overcome. 
It must, however, be emphasized again that these 
symbols are not always true or seientific indicators of 
class position or that the corollary always holds that 
people in a certain class position will always exhibit 
' 
certain symbols. For example, with the increasing 
fo.re political awareness, national costume;becoming ever more 
popular, and are worn by those who two decades or so ago 
would have regarded the western form of dress as the more 
stat us endowed. 
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Though symbolic indicators are only a clue to social 
class position and need further validation, yet they do 
show that the basis of stratification in Freetown is 
changing from a particularistic oriented to a universal-
istic type. 
, 
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CHAPTER X 
PROCESSES OF SOCIAL MOBILITY - CLASS: 
WEALTH AND OCCUPATION 
Karl Marx has asserted that stratification is deter-
mined essentially by men 1 s positions in the relations of 
production. For him, social class is to be determined 
fundamentally in terms of the relations men ent~r into 
in the economic production they carry on together. Thus, 
stratification based on status or power will show a near 
perfect correlation with stratification based on economic 
production. The critics of this theory have qualified 
and refined, rather thah refuted, its essential viewpoint, 
viz., that, in the long run, there must be some mutual 
validation between the three criteria of class, status and 
power. Most stable societies, as Weber has pointed out, 
do show this high degree of correlation. The task of the 
social science researcher is to discover the actual degree 
of correlation in any given society. 
In the Freetown society we are studying, economic 
criterion in terms of wealth and occupation, was/~eter-
mining influence in the transformation of the early 
Settler society and in the process of assimilation of the 
Liberated Africans. The latter achieved economic parity 
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with the Settlers before gaining social acceptance or 
sharing political power. As Marshall has written: 
Wealth sometimes secures direct admission 
into the upper ranks of society on its own 
account. More often, it is allowed to count 
as a compensation for deficiencies in the 
intrinsic personal qualities normally belonging 
to the members of the class. But the main 
service of wealth is to purchase the environment 
which, given time en£ugh, will produce the 
intrinsic qualities. 
In the Freetown context, as indeed in most societies, 
wealth and occupation show a high degree of correlation. 
Although it is possible for an individual to succeed to 
an inheritance or wealth, his social position will be 
evaluated in terms of his occupation as well. 
The first settlers to arrive in Freetown, as has been 
recorded, were the Black Poor from England. These, it 
would be recalled, were either former domestic servants or 
disbanded soliders, and it was their lack of any economic-. 
ally productive skills and the fearl among other things, 
that they might increase London's social problem that 
induced the Committee under Hannaway to plead their cause 
with the British Government and to organize the first 
settlement. 
1 T. H. Marshall, Citizenship and Other Essays 
(Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Pre.ss, 1950), p. 93. 
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Granville Sharp, however, soon found the project 
unwieldy for one individual or on the basis of philan-
thropy alone; and so he joined forces in 1790 with a 
number of trading men to form the St. Georgets Bay 
Company, which was changed into the Sierra Leone Company 
in the following year. From then on the trading interest 
became predominant in the affairs of the Colony. 
From 1791 to 1807, Freetown was governed by the 
Sierra Leone Company, and the system of administration 
which they had devised was taken over almost unaltered 
when the colony passed under the Crown on the 1st January 
1808. The leading members of the Sierra Leone Company 
then, i.e. after 1807, formed themselves into the African 
Institution whose object was to promote the civilization 
of Africa and to keep a watching eye over the Colony of 
2 Sierra Leone. The Secretary of this Committee was 
Zachary Macaulay who had served as Governor of the Colony 
under company rule from 1794 to 1799. With the cooperation 
ot James Stephen in the Colonial Office, the African 
Institution was instrumental in not only advising on policy 
to be pursued in the infant colony but also in the 
selection of European personnel for service in the 
2Viscountess Knutsford, Life and Letters of Zachary 
Macaulay {London, 1900), p. 281. 
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administration o~ the colony. 
As to be expected o~ the mercantile class, the Sierra 
Leone Company hoped to introduce legitimate commerce in 
place o~ the tra~~ic in slaves which had characterized the 
West African trade. And, partly to this end, English 
~irms established commercial houses ~rom the earliest 
period, an example o~ which was the ~irm o~ Macaulay and 
Babington. Their merchandise included ttcotton goods o~ 
various quality, pots, shoes, braces, knives, spoons, 
hinges, bill hooks, smoothing irons, sealing wax and 
pencils.3 
From 1815 onwards, it was customary to have a member 
representing the mercantile interest sitting in the 
Governor's Council.4 The influence o~ the trading class 
had become so entrenched that it was possible in 1835 for 
the Council to agree to a motion not to pass any legis-
lation (presumably legislation o~ a financial nature) 
which came be~ ore it, without the:~interest o~ the merchants 
being ~irst taken into account. 
3c.o. 267/56. This dispatch also includes a list o~ 
trading mer chants in the Colony in 1825. 
, ~. A. Cox George, trFinancial System o~ a West 
African Colony in relation to Economic Development n 
(unpublished Ph.D. thesis, London University, 1954), p. 4· 
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This enviable position of the trading class was 
further reinforced by the failure of the Liberated Afri-
cans to convert their plots of land in the villages that 
were formed for them into successful agricultural hold-
ings.5 Many, therefore, began to take up residence in 
Freetown, either as peddlers, porters or boatmen. 6 
Others began to venture inland or to make contacts w.ith 
tribal settlements along the rivers, mainly for the 
purposes of trade or barter.? 
In consequence.of both these sets of factors- the 
proprietary and trading origins of the colony and the 
success attendant upon trade - the mercantile occupation 
became the predominant in the sense of the most prestige-
ful of occupations throughout the greater part of the 
5Notwithstanding William Allen's efforts in 
encouraging agriculture and farming. He was instrumental 
in sending casks of cotton seeds for the use of the Afri-
cans. Great Britain, Public Record Office, Colonial 
Office Series, C.O. 267/78. 
6Another reason has also been adduced, viz., that the 
farms were abandoned because of fear of native risings. 
The Liberated African preferred the security of the city. 
Cf. Papers Relating to the State of West Coast Settlements, 
Great Britain, Public Record Office, Colonial Office 
Series, C.O. 267/29. This could hardly explain the move-
ment away from the mountain villages which were free from 
native risings. 
7 "Multi tudes of them are yearly passing from the con-
dition of predial laborers to that of petty traders and 
artisans.n Gr. Britain, P.R.o. Colonial Office, c.o. 
267/172. 
8 
nineteenth century.. 
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In the retail trade, the Liberated Africans were able 
to outstrip the Settlers primarily because their needs 
were fewer and they were thus able to plough back a 
greater proportion of their profits into their enterprises. 
Another contributing factor in the success of the Liber-
ated African could be traced to the influence of 
Protestantism. Max Weber has asserted that modern indus-
trial capitalism could not have emerged without the 1 inner-
wordly ascetism 1 which contributed to the personality 
formation of the entrepreneurial middle class, the groups 
in which capitalism had its origins.9 A similar hypothesis 
can be utilized to explain Liberated African success. It 
can be argued that the Liberated Africans were able to 
triumph over the less principled settler competitors 
because of their attitude to their work as fostered by 
the evangelical religion. Their occupation became a call-
ing to which Providence had summoned them, and thrift, 
saving, honesty and assiduous toil became virtues recog-
nized as directly enjoined by their religion. 
8The Governor, in his comments on the Blue Book for 
1841, testified to this when he wrote: nThe successful 
prosecution of a petty trade, combined with the steady 
observance of great temperance and economy in living have 
raised manv of this body to a state of comparative 
affluence.n C.O. 267/175· 
9Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the S irit of 
Capitalism, trans. T. arsons London: Allen and Unwin, 
1930). 
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In the Liberated African villages around Freetown, 
the main occupation was agriculture in the mountain dis-
tricts and fishing in the seaside villages. A precarious 
living was eked out by planting and selling garden 
products like lettuce and tomatoes in the one instance 
or by catching fish and selling to the people in Freetown. 
Gradually an increasing number began to move into the 
neighborhood of Freetown, looking for work with a greater 
remuneration than the villages could yield. The first 
occupation they went into was that of hawkers; they sold 
in the streets a number of cooked edible substances, pre-
pared according to recipes they had known in their countny 
of birth, such as 1 agidi, '· t abala, 1 and 1 akara. t 
Next they moved into the petty trade in the market 
selling articles such as nails, fish-hooks, door-hinges, 
ribbons and needles. Many also bought wholesale goods 
brought by canoe down the rivers from the inter.ior which 
they retailed at a profit. Those who had been apprenticed 
were able to train as tailors, cobblers, blacksmiths, 
carpenters, masons and such like. By the 1880's many had 
succeeded in owning their own canoes Which plied the rivers 
in search for products to sell in the Freetown market, 
while others owned small shops. "At sales of pr:>ize goods, 
public auctions, and every other place affording a 
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probability of' cheap bargains," wrote Governor Fergusson 
in 1845, ttthey are to be seen in great numbers, where 
they club together in numbers of' from three to six, seven 
or more to purchase large lots or unbroken bales .n 
In the retail business the Liberated Africans were 
able to undersell and compete successfully against the 
European trading companies for the same reasons as they 
had outstripped the Settlers; that is, by dint of' hard 
work, frugal living and less overhead costs. Many of' 
this grade were able to realize considerable sums of' money, 
and some even chartered or purchased their own ships which 
carried their products to England and·brought back English 
goods f'or their stores. For example, Shreeve mentioned the 
purchase of' a schooner by the Liberated African merchant, 
Daniel Coker f'or £ 300.1° Forbes, writing a little later, 
had this to say: 
The Liberated African of'ten rises into a 
man of' property, and eight or ten thousand 
pounds is by no means an uncommon sum f'or them 
to possess. On dashing steeds, they may be seen 
galloping round the race course in the evenings. 
Two in particular, Messrs Pratt and Isidore, 
are men of' great wealth, and merchants in the 
colony.ll 
lOshreeve, op. cit., p. 31. 
11Forbes, Six Months 1 Service in the African Blockade 
(London: 1849), P• 13. 
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And there was also Peter Newland, a Liberated African 
merchant, who died in 1846 leaving an estate in houses, 
merchandise and cash of' upward of' f'ii:teen hundred pounds. 
And there were many others - John Ezzidio, Malamah 
Thomas, John Taylor, Shorunkeh Sawyer. These men rose to 
positions of' power and prestige ~xclusively on the basis 
of' their success in trade. 
In the 1870fs Freetown was a prosperous trading 
community. Commented the Church Missionary Intelligence 
f'or April 1877: 
The Sierra Leone man is a connecting link 
between the European trader and the uncivilized 
tribes in the interior. It would be strange 
indeed if' he did not avail himself' of' this 
peculiar advantage, and employ his energies if 
a direction af'f'ording so much scope f'or them. 2 
In this way, the energies of' the rising African 
middle class were divBrted from politics to commerce 
because of' the f'avorable conditions f'or individual enter-
prise. 
These successf'ul merchants, in order more f'ully to 
validate their social position, endeavored to give their 
children that component of' upper class status Which they 
12c. M. Intelligence, April 1877, p. 23. 
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had missed, viz., a sound western education and preferably 
admittance into one of the learned professions. Thus, 
their sons, instead of being apprenticed into their several 
businesses, were sent to England to study a profession -
principally law and medicine. By the last quarter of the 
century, these professions had begun to· take the place of 
pre-eminence which trading had occupied. In the 1890ts 
three of the four Government medical officers were Sierra 
Leoneans, sons of prosperous merchants, whose fathers 
had borne the expenses of their training. There were 
Dr. William Renner, who had studied in London and 
Brussels; Dr. M. L. Jarrett, Who had also studied in 
London and was an L.R.C.P. of Edinburgh; and Dr. Sylvester 
Cole who had studied in Aberdeen, Scotland. 13 Lawyers, 
trained in England, included Samuel Lewis, Claude Wright, 
Montagu Thompson, T. J. Thompson, J. Shorunkeh Sawyer -
all sons of successful merchants. 
The rise of a professional class correspond with the 
decline of commerce among the Creoles. This decline was 
in part caused by the lack of adequate personnel with 
the zeal and drive of the entrepreneur which had charac-
terized the merchant-owners. Those sons who returned to 
13c .. H. Fyfe, ttMedicine in Sierra Leone, n Broadcast 
Talk delivered in Freetown, May 30, 19_52. 
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their fathers 1 businesses, came back largely because 
they had failed to qualify for one or other of the 
professions. It is not too surprising, therefore, that 
in the hands of these sons, business declined. 
Another factor contributing to the decline, and in 
some ways a resultant of the decline, was the increasing 
participation of the Lebanese and Syrian traders in the 
retail trade of the country. There is no conclusive 
evidence for dating exactly the beginning of Lebanese 
and Syrian penetration into West Africa. Marwan Hanna, 
who has done some research on this, believes that immi-
gration into Sierra Leone must have taken place sometime 
in the late 1880ts.14 However, they were of sufficient 
numbers and had gained an appreciable portion of the 
retail trade of the country to make them the target for 
Creole outbursts during the risings in 1919 following the 
1st World War .. 15 
14Marwan Hanna, nThe Lebanese in West .Africa: How 
and When They Came," West Africa, April 26, 1958, p. 393. 
Also, cf. supra, p.48f. 
l5nThey have succeeded in establishing themselves a~ 
traders in the Colony as well as in the Protectorate and· 
to their success in the direction is to be attributed in 
no small degree the engendering in the minds of a certain 
section of the .African community of a jealousy which led 
to the Anti-Syrian riots in 1919.u Sierra Leone Census 
Report, 1921, p. 10. 
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While the dwindling Creole merchants kept to the 
beaten tracks established by their entrepreneur rathers, 
the Lebanese an'd Syrian traders ventured further inland, 
selling cheap textiles and other articles the Africans 
might need and buying in return the local produce wbi ch 
they sold to the European exporting rirms in Freetown. 
Soon they were able to build up a credit worthiness with 
the European banking rirms, and credit racilities were 
orrered to them on a scale higher than was extended to 
their Arrican conrerees. In these ways, the Lebanese 
traders were able to extend their range or retail goods 
and their buying activities, and thus they attained their 
present position or a near-monopoly or the trade between 
the predominantly wholesale operations or the European 
commercial houses and the petty trade or the Arrican 
village trader. 
Business, ror the Arrican middle class, ·became a risky 
and uncertain line or occupation, and white collar callings 
rose in estimation because or the security they gave. 
Thus, in the period between the two World Wars, the pro-
ressions, in the narrow sense or law and medicine, and 
clerkships in the Government Civil Service, were the jobs 
to which most aspired. Indeed, until as late as 1946, 
as Dr. Kenneth Little has arrirmed, law and medicine still 
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attracted the majority o:f a random sample o:f schoolboys 
h . t . d 16 e 1n erv1ewe • 
However, there are signs o:f incipient changes in the 
occupational rating. Recently, as an experiment to assess 
studentsr reactions to questionnaires (a :form o:f academic 
exercise to which most o:f them are un:familiar), the writer 
invited two hundred Sierra Leone students at Fourah Bay 
College to answer a number o:f questions which had been 
made up into a questionnaire. 17 The results o:f this 
opinion survey are still to be processed, but the indi-
cations so are that occupations such as a Member o:f the 
House o:f Representatives or a Lecturer at Fourah Bay 
College now rival the lawyer and the medical practitioner 
as high ranking occupations. 
Another :feature o:f the changing social structure o:f 
Freetown is that occupational demarcations no longer 
correspond closely with ethnic ·distinctions. While Clarke 
could observe in the 1830ts:-
16K. L. Little, nstructural Change in the Sierra Leone 
Protectorate," A:frica, vol. XXV, No .. 3 (July 1955), 
pp. 217-233· 
17c:r. Appendix II :for a sample o:f the questions asked. 
It is hoped that the processing o:f this and other data will 
be done by the Bureau o:f Social Science Research Inc., 
Washington, D.C., who have kindly o:f:fered their services, 
and that the results will :form part o:f a comparative study 
on Public Opinion to be carried out in the three university 
colleges in Ghana, Nigeria and Sierra Leone respectively. 
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I would ~or instance notice the number o~ 
Kossoh women who earn a livelihood by washing; 
the attention the Eboes bestow in the rearing 
o~ pigs; and the neatness by which the sgerbros 
man~acture table and other mats; ..• 1 · 
It would be di~~icult now, except in the very broadest 
way, to categorize occupations in terms 0~ ethnicity. 
It is, o~ course, true that the Creoles are still pre-
dominant in the occupations carrying the greater prestige, 
and the tribal immigrants almost wholly per~orm the more 
menial tasks. Nevertheless, in almost every occupation 
there are now to be ~ound both Creoles and others o~ 
tribal origin. Personal achievement and technical capa-
bility are increasingly becoming the dominant criteria in 
job selection. 
Further, general economic development has meant a 
change in the opportunity-structure o~ the society, 
which, in turn, has a~~ected the chances:~'~or ·social 
mobility. More jobs have been created by the opening up 
o~ the Protectorate and newer types of occupations are 
being provided to meet the demands o~ contemporary develop-
ment. More speci~ically, in the traditional ~ields o~ law 
and medicine, more magistrates and more doctors are now 
require.d to ~ill the vacancies created by the establishment 
18 Ro Clarke, op. cit., P• 38. 
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of more courts and new hospitals. For example, while in 
1940 there were only two magistrates in the judiciary, 
today there are eight; and while there were only four 
medical doctors in 1903, today there are seventy-eight. 
The need for newe:t> ;types of skill has also led to 
the creation of new appointments and the upgrading of 
certain other positions. For example, in the· Civil 
Service, there are now appointments in the Senior Service 
f'or a Town Planner, a Government Artist, and a Government 
Librarian - appointments which never existed twenty years 
ago. In addition, jobs which require technical rather 
than integrative skills have been upgraded in the past 
few years. For example, the post of Divisional Engineer 
in the Public Works Department now carries a salary com-
parable to that offered to medical practitioners in the 
Service. 
The greatest factor that has influenced the oppor-
tunity-structure, however, is the mining industry. The 
mining of diamond and iron ore especially, has meant new 
jobs and opportunities f'or many of the working class. 
Lunsar, the location of the iron ore industry which was a 
small hamlet of about twenty houses in 1929, now boasts 
of a population of about fifteen thousand. The development 
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or the communication system by the construction or roads 
has also meant more work employment ror many. These and 
similar developments have in turn caused a rise in spend-
ing power and in employment in the distributive industries. 
These changes arrect the processes of social mobility 
by expanding the number or available social class 
positions in dirferent parts of the stratirication system. 
In terms of the shape of the stratification system, it can 
be said that, while in the nineteenth century, the strati-
fication system was one in which a rew families composed 
the class of elites with the majority of the population at 
the bottom of the ladder~ today, the shape is more one 
that bulges in the middle, that is to say, the increase 
seems to be more in the expansion or the middle class. 
Because of a number of factors, the old Creole 
aristocracy of the nineteenth century has ~uffered a 
reduction. With the decline in trade and the loss of the 
independent liVing which that had meant, appointments .in 
the Colonial Service became the goal of the many. 
Secondly, the decision to make Hill Station a reservation 
ror the Europeans meant that the Freetown community lost 
the easy atmosphere of cordiality which contiguity had 
implied between Europeans and their African colleagues. 
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In addition, the Hut Tax War19 and its consequences ha~ 
sown seeds of mutual distrust between the Administration 
and the leaders of Creole society, as well as between the 
Creoles and the tribes. 
This distrust was manifested in a number o~ overt 
ways. For example, an English judge staying at Govern-
ment House in 1898 seems never to have dined with an 
African, nor had any social contacts with Sir Samuel 
Lewis or any other member o~ the Freetown Bar. 20 Again, 
in 1902, when the West African Medical Service was 
created, Freetown doctors who had rendered service in 
the past as colonial surgeons on an equality with their 
European colleagues, were relegated to a lower category 
as 'native' doctors, an inferior status from which merit 
could not promote them. 
\ihile the opportunities ~or Creole advancement were 
thus being reduced or confined, certain significant 
changes were occurring in other parts of the body politic. 
Educational opportunities, as we have noted, were being 
extended, thereby giving more people a chance to acquire 
and hold more remunerative occupations and so enhance 
19 Supra, p.~26. 
20Information communicated by Mr. c. H. Fy~e. 
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their social class posit on. Socio-economic expansion 
has meant, in addition, increase in the proportion 
of professional, businesi and clerical positions. 
Because of the incr ase in importance of the dimension 
of knowledge in terms of the skills necessary for a given 
role, and the correspond ng decrease in·the relevance of 
ethnic background, there has been some general redis-
tri.bution in the opport ,i ty-structure of the society. 
To the question asking vJo hundred students already 
referred to, to name fiv that they will call 
upper class, new names li e those of the Caulkers, 
Margais and Massalays now mix, though not in equal pro-
portions, with familiar o es like Taylor Oummings, Hebron 
21 
and Wright .. 
A further evidence o the occupational changes is the 
~ . 
higher ranking of the polftical roles. In the transition 
from a colonial dependenct to a self-governing independent 
state, it is to the polit!cian that all look for the 
necessary guidance and prbnouncements. As will be 
developed in the followin chapter, while the political 
role was honorary and ama eur in the nineteenth century, 
21 
Supra, p. 225. 
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today it is a highly rem erative and full-time employ-
ment. And as further ev·dence of Protectorate partici-
pation in the higher str tification positions in the 
society, especially in t rms of political power, is the 
fact that the two accred·ted Sierra 
I 
Leone representatives 
abroad - in London and W,shington - are non-Creoles. 
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PROCESSESS OF SOCIAL MO ILITY - POLITICAL POWER 
Power, according to Max Weber, consists in the 
probability that one or the parties in a social re-
lationship will be able o carry out his will despite the 
opposing will of the ot 1 party to the relationshi~. 
This must not be conrused with auth~rity. To say, ror 
example, that a person as political auth0rity is to 
say that the political rormula assigns him power and 
that those who adhere to that rormula expect him to 
have power and regard his exercise or it as just and 
proper. This further · lies that a person may have 
or exercise power witho legitimate authority; 
in other words, though uthority is always legitimate, 
power can be either legitimate or illegitimate. 2 Thus, 
in the West African ~oli ical context, it is possible 
to have a situation in ich authority and legitimate 
power are in the hands or the District Commissioner 
~ax Weber, The The,ory of Social and Economic 
Organization, trans. by • M. Henderson and Talcott 
Parsons, (New York: o •• P. 1947), PP• 152fr. 
2rt ~eems to the w iter untenable to regard all 
forms or power as i~leg·timate inrluence as Barber 
dees. c.r. Barber .QJ2.• .£..:...i., p. 236. 
and his council, while a large amount of extra~legal 
influence or traditional power may reside with the 
secret societies. 
It is, however, extremely difficult to estimate 
the relative amoqnts ®f ~owerful influence in a given 
society because of the vlried and kaleidescopic forms 
and shapes power might tike. Further, there is no cal-
. I 
culus of influence to measure and compare the influence 
structure in one or mere given societies. 
In this chapter, we shall consider only the auth~ri-
ty structure in the poli ical sense. Of course, even in 
this limited sense, 1 power was until recently in 
the hands of the British Administration. Although celo-
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nial rule, as the·ex-Gov rnor Anton Bertram pointed out, 
is in the final analysis the. dictatorship of the Governor, 
yet it had been the practice from quite early in the his-
tory of the colony to at empt.to associate the inhabitants 
with the process of admi istration.3 For example, the 
Sierra Leone Council of ~811 provided for a membership 
3Anton Bertram, Thel Colonial Servio9. (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Pr!ss, 1930); . 
"These Councils, as far as the influence.they have, 
are dead letters d legislation is tn th~ hands of 
the Governor."- M ry Kingsley, West African Studies, 
(London, 1901), po 259. 
I 
i 
o~ the Ghie~ dustioe, thl Golonial Secretary ana "one 
I 
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unofficial member from ~ong the most considerable ~f 
the Protestant inhabitants". However, the theory of a 
legislative council was ktill that of a homogeneous ad-
visory body ready to sup1ort and back the Administration. 
Thus, in analysing lhe criterion o~ political power, 
we shall be consiaering 1hose who participate in the 
decision-making process regardless of the degree of actual 
power that they possessed. To their fellow ~ricans, the 
nominated members in thellegislature were conceived as 
I having some degree of po er. 
Strangely enough, t'e most completely automomous form 
of government which Sier·a Leone has ever had so far was 
the first one of all - t ,e government of the first Set-
tlers, the Black Poor. ranville Sharp, anxious that the 
settlement should be truly self-governing and should owe 
I . 
no obedience to any supe~ior government in England or 
elsewhere, left it to th Settlers themselves to make 
their own laws and elect their own @fficers on arrival 
in Freetown. Quarrels, owever, broke out between the 
Settlers, and this first attempt ended in failure. 
When the Settlement was refounded in 17~1 by the 
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newly formed Sierra Leene Company, it was given a different 
type mf government. The Brard of Direators of the Company 
set up a council of eight persons, chosen by them, and re-
sponsible to them, one o~ thom was to be Superintendent 
but with no veto or spee~a powers. 
This set-up, of a rnor and Council, became the 
pattern for all future titutions. However, some traces 
of the old form IDf self-g0vernment through hundred®rs and 
tythingmen were allowed t® remain. But after the unsuccess-
ful revolt of the Nova Scotians in 1800, the councils 0f 
hundredors were abolished, henceforth the government rested 
solely in the hands of the Governor with the aid of his 
Council.4 This system ef ule was continued in 1808 when 
Freetown became 
appointed by the 
by the Secretary of 
ony. The· Governor was then 
and the laws had to be approved. 
or the Colonies in England. 
4In that year the Nov Scotians attempted a coup 
d1 etat on the Government. They demanded increasing share 
in the running of the coun ry and abolition of the quit 
rent on land., because, as hey alleged, Clarkson had. told 
them before they left Nova Scotia that the lands would. be 
alloted free. The Gover ent was saved by the appearance 
of the vessels bringing i the Maroons and. these were 
quickly debarked and put t counter the attack of the 
Nova Scotians. This may ave caused. an e.arly but shert-
lived enmity between Nova cotians and. M~roons. Ot. J.J. 
Crooks, A History of the Colony of Sierra Leone (London: 
Simkin, 1903). 
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The principle of nornated unefficial representa-. 
tion in the Council was rever one for which the pesple 
had to struggle and preJ. Kenneth Macau~y, the trader, 
was appointed to the Co oil in 1815. This was in part 
evidence of the continue1 influence of the .mercantile 
interest in the affairs lf the Colony, and from. that 
time it was usual fDr th1 business interest to be repre-
sented in the legislatur1. . : 
This Governor's adVlsGry Counoi1 lasted with bnt 
.minor changes until 18631 During that perimd, the popu-
1ation o:f the Colony had I increased rapidly by the ino1n-
sion sf the Liberated ~ricans. By the 1860's there 
were over forty thousand people in Sierra Leene, but 
none of them had a share in the government of their O®un-
try. In 1850 the Rev. E T. Poole had denounced the sys-
tem. in a book, and later the Mercantile Association had 
protested about it. 
The 1860's were alsea period of anti-imperialism. 
in England. In 1865 the House of Commons had adopted 
the Report of a Parliame~tary Committee which recommended 
complete British withdra~al from. West ~rica except for 
Sierra Leone where they 1elt Britain owed a .moral obliga-
ti®n to the humanitariani and the Liberated Africans; but 
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they recommended that t~e inhabitants were to be encouraged 
in the exercise of these\ qualities which woUld make for 
quicker self-government. 
Twe years previ®usl , in 1863, Govern®r Blackhall, 
whe had been a Member sf Parliament in England, made 
recommendations fer a constitution f~r Sierra Leene. 
These were approved and esulted in a new charter which 
divided the old Council nto tw~ - an Executive and a 
Legislative Council. Thr Executive Council was made u~ 
ef officials while the Lrgislative Council was to in-
clude effioials as well unefficial members. The first 
two uneffici,al· members; Charles Heddle, the pres-
per$nS ground-nut trader whe had served in the old Coun-
cil, as the success.e~r ef Kenneth Macaulay since 1845, 
and John Ezzidio, an Afrl~an merchant, who was appointed 
arter consultation with the Mercantile Assaciation. 5 
Arter Ezzidio, othel successrul Arrican merchants 
were chosen to serve on ~he Legislative Council. There 
were William Grant, Henrt Lumpkin~ and Syble Be>yle, 
de'ecendants of Liberated Africans and Settlers, wh0 had 
made a success of their rading ventures; men who were 
5 Supra., p.ll9. 
removea ~rom tribal merei, whe loekaa te Britain ~or 
standards and ideals, ani conformed in cultural details 
to behavisur governed by western standards. They were 
city fathers, cfficers i 1 their various church organiza-
tions and ewners of tswn pr8perties. In terms of any 
significant criterisn ef stratification, they belenged 
to the upper eschel~ns i~ the society. To wealth and 
status was new added the distinctimn Qf advising and 
deliberating with the la -makers of the society. 
The fact that the unofficials after 
1882 were increasingly d awn from the professional class 
rather than from the mer antile or business interest 
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points to the changes in the prestige order and the emer-
gence af new occupatisns. With Sir Samuel Lewis we pass 
frem the peried of the m~Lchant to the period of the pro-
fessienal men. Both gro~s, however, were drawn from 
the social elite, the dif erence being that there had 
occurred a shift in the k·nd of eccupation sf highest 
ranking. During this per sd, from 1882 to the pr~mulga­
tion ~f a new constitutiah in 1924, the African nominated 
members included Claude • Wright, Abraham Spencer Hebron, 
T. J'. Sherunkeh Sawyer - 11 barristers; E. H. Cummings, 
who had gone into the tra ing business of his father, and 
Claudius May, proprietor f the Weekly News. 
Despite this quasi- epresentative element in the 
Council, it was not inteJded that the Council should 
be a debating chamber or that the African was there te 
represent what can be ca~led the nati@nal interest. 
The functien of the unsf~iciaJ. nomina ted member had 
been described by the D:Je of Buckingham in his Oircu-
. lar Despatch ef 1868. J wr0te: 
Yeu will natur lly understand that holding 
his seat by nominat·on of the Crown, he has been 
selected for it in t e expectatien and in the 
confidence that. h. e ·~·11 c®-operate with the Crown 
in its general policy, and not oppose the Crown 
on any important6qu stion without strong and sub-stantial reason. 
Thus the Legislative Council remained materially 
the same n®twithstanding he enlargement ef territory 
with the declaration of t e Protectorate in 1896. In 
fact) the Hut Ta:x: War ef 898 and Govern®r Cardew' s 
recommendation fellmwing it, influenced Colonial Office 
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to some extent in not increasing the number or influence 
of the Ore®le unefficial rominated members in the Coun-
cil. The only change Whifh was effected was that in 
time the three Commissio lers of the Prsvinces to which 
the Protectorate was divided were given seats in the 
House. 
6M. Wight, The DeveJJopment of the Legislative 
Oeunoil. (Lt>ndi>n: Faber & Iaber 1.947) p •. 112, 
By l920 there was g~owing dissatisfaction with the 
constitution and with thd rate of political progress in 
British West Africa in g~neral. The National Congress 
of British West Africa, , body made up of professienals 
from the four West ~riear colonies, had petitioned the 
Secretary of State for t introduction of the elective 
franchise. In l922 the e ective principle was conceded 
in Nigeria, and in l924 t e Colonial Secretary approved 
I 
the recommendations of Go~ernor Slater for the reconsti-
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tution of the Legislative Council of Sierra Leone to pro-
vide, as he himself put i l:for the "guarded introduction" 
of the elective principle by allowing for the election 
of three members into the Council. 
The introduction ef ~he elective principle did not, 
however, affect the functions and powers of the new Coun-
cil which did not differ ery much from the old. The 
only important difference was that the new Council was 
given legislative compete ce over both the Colony and 
the Protectorate. Sierra\Leone still remained a crown 
colony with a Legislative Council having an official 
majority.7 Politically i· would seem that the signifi-
cance of the 1924 Constit tion lay in the fact that quite 
?sierra Leone, Legislative Council Order-in-Council 
l924. 
-
I 
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apart from the increase 1~ African representation, by 
bringing the nominated representatives of the Protect®rate 
into the legislature and txtending its legislative compe-
tence over the whole terr~tiDry, it effectively established 
a unitary constitution ov~r an area where otherwise we 
I 
might have had a federal. f'onstitution. A single legis-
lature meant that the dis inction between Colony and 
Protectorate had lost its, constitutional meaning. 
For a time the electld members were drawn from the 
class of the social eliter. The two urban elected mem-
1 
bers were E.S. Beoku Betttand H.C. Bankol.e Bright, and 
their partnership lasted til 1.93? when Beoku Betts 
resigned to take up .appoihtment with the Government as 
Police Magistrate.8 The k~ber representing the rural 
areas was A. E. Tubokn-Me~zger, the first Feurah Bay 
College student to receivr the B.A. degree of Durham 
University under the termr of the aff11iatisn. 9 _Their 
campaigns were conducted pn personal issues and hardly 
any principles were debat~d.l.O These men were al.l Cresles. 
ssierra Leone, Legislative Council. Debates, 1.924. 
I 
9
supra., P• 35. 
lOFsr example, Mr. Be "ku Betts and Dr. Bank9.le Bright 
were swept to victory in he 1934 elections on the slegan 
nvote for the Double Bs.n 
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Both Mr. Betts' and Dr. ~right's fathers had been success-
- . I -
ful traders and businesslen, and they had sent their S@ns 
to Britain to study law nd medicine respectively. Mr. 
Tuboku-Metzger had gone lnto the civil service where he 
I 
rose to a position st gr,at responsibility. They were 
all men of means who could afford the indulgence sf poli-
tics as a sideline or h®Jby. In 1929, Mr. ~. G. Hyde, 
another barrister, succeJded Mr. Tuk~ku-Metzger as the 
rural member. In the byjelection of 1937, Mr. T.E. 
Nelson Williams, another barrister, replaced Mr. Betts. 
In that contest, a musliJ candidate appeared f®r the 
first time in the politi al arena, but he was defeated. 
Again personalities rath r·than issues dominated the 
1 t o 0 11 e eo ~on campa~gn. 
Elections under the 1924 Constitution were held 
until 1951 when there wa a new constitution and the 
introduction of the principle ®f an elected unofficial 
African majority and parjy rule. An analysis of the 
11
nReports in the press ef election meetings have 
been exceedingly meagre, fbut I gather from private in-
formation and from the le,ading article of the S.L. DAILY 
MAIL of 30th October tha~personalities rather than 
politics have exercised both the oandidat. es and the elec-
torate.n Letter from H. • Govern®r to Secretary of 
State fer the Colonies, 3 d November 1937. Arrangements 
for Legislative Council ~actions 2718 vo. III. 
I 
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African membershiD sf thls Oounail undersaeres some of 
I 
the ecGnomic and secial Jhanges which were occuring in 
Sierra Le®ne during the [eriod. Of the twenty-twe 
African members, (ene no ·nated by the Governer, the 
others elected, directly by adult suffrage in the Coleny 
and indireatly, through ileotoral aolleges made UD ef 
the Distric~ Councils, i~ the Protectorate}, the eccupa-
tional categories were as follows: eight were Paramount 
Chiefs, twe medical d®ctJrs, two barristers (one nominated}, 
one university teacher, Jwe businessmen, two-retired civil-
servants, an ex-trade unJon @fficial, a minister of reli-
1 
gion, a retired baker, alcareer politician and one whe 
had worked f&r a Native ~ribal Autherity. The holders 
of portfolies reflected ~he same changes. Nene. ef the 
latter belenged to the t,aditisnal social elite olass, 
They derived their claims, not from any wealth er status 
but from their specializjd skills and talents as leaders 
®f their ethnic ous groups. 
While in the two pe i®ds ef crystallizatien we have 
noticed, class, status d power shmwed a high degree of 
cmrrelatien, to-day the Jolitical "men of power" are net 
from the class of the 'mJn of status'. The question here 
I 
arises as to whether thi lack of cC!lrrelation is nst 
but an society. 
Barber states that: 
As medern liber\al societies have become mere 
democratic, members .. f the l®wer classes have ac-
quired a share of po itical influence at least 
more nearly equal in am®unt to that of the mem-
bers of the upper cl sses.l2 
Andersen went even furthe when he states, with particu-
lar reference to the Unit~d States: 
The franchise ahd civil rights place final 
power in the lewer classes; the political weight 
ef a cla~s is in invtrse relation to its average 
weaJ.th . .L ] 
True, a dem®cratie p0litical structure does make 
I 
it possible for all gr®up~ in the smciety to compete 
::::e:;u:~~:o:t::;i:::i!~:a:h::::u::o:~t :::yi:n:::a-
ti ve ef the increase ©f dlm®'cratic practices' but alse 
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of the redistributien ef 1ower among the different 
ethnic groups. Whereas i~ the nineteenth century, the 
higher ranks, whatever thi criterien used, whether class, 
status or power, were filied hy Cre®les, teday PrS>tecterate 
leadership has taken the Jnitiative in the pelitical p0wer 
12 . . 
Barber, !12.• ill•, ·. 244. 
13c. Axneld AndersC!ln, uThe Need fer a Functional Theery 
ef Smoial Class,u Rural S ciology, Vol. XIX, 1954, P• 152. 
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I 
I 
structure. In other w~rds, the political pewer structure 
has changed m0re rapidly ~han either the class ~r status 
I 
structure, fer the new political leaders are net yet evaluated 
I 
as highly as Creeles who are in C®mparable econ®mic pssiti®ns 
but have less political ~luenoe. 
The implicatiens ef 1851 are new more clearly seen. 
The Sierra Leene Peeples~lParty, the political party which 
f®rms the present Governm
1
nt, is alleged protecterate-led 
and dominated, though its(mette is ~one Country One Peeplen 
and it aims at independenbe fer all-Sierra Leene.14 
We see also the parttoipatien in the d~cision-making 
I 
process of occup~tions hifherto unrepresented in the peli-
1 
tical arena. The baker, [he acceuntant, the truck driver·, 
the teacher, can new rise to pewer with the help of ~rgani­
zed political parties. T e interesting facter here is 
that these are all sooupariens unknswn in the traditienal 
culture; they are eccupat~ens which owe their existence 
to the precess of industrkalizatien and westernizatien 
I . 1~ast year, 1958, t o preminent members of the 
Sierra Leene Peeples' Par y, Ron. A. M. Margai, one t~e 
Minister ef Educatien and Local Government, and H0n. 
Siaka Stevens, f®rmer Mi ·ster ef Lands, Mines and Laber, 
(beth from the Protecter e) broke away from the party 
te form their 0wn politicaL party, the Pe0ples' Natimnal 
Party, and charged that t e S.L.P.P. was subjugating the 
nati®nal interest to cons,ideratiens lli>f tribalism. 
I 
that is going on. There !s alse an increase in the 
number of career politiciJns. The trend seems to be 
away from the person who las a political leader in 
his spare time to the full-time politician, who has 
assimilatea political iae~s ana methoas of controlling 
public opinion and gainin political power. 
Another significant hange, corollary to this, is 
that voters no longer retdrn only those whose status has 
already been validated. ike voters in England after 
the Reform Bill of 1832, reaction in 1924 was 
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to return the old class o amateur politicians of wealth 
and status. ~tar 1951 t~e picture changes: the rising 
career politician is able Ito make use of local advantages 
to get support. Hence, tle Creole tribal relationship 
which, until recently has been on the decline as an irri-
tant or a mark of differe ce, has been revived and is 
being used by politicians to gain either Creole or tri-
bal votes. 
Since World War II, ritian has to a greater or less 
degree depending, among o er factors, on the domestic 
scene in each colonial te ritory, devolved·power by first 
extending the principle o representation by enlarging 
the composition of the Le islative Councils and then by 
extending the powers of r sponsibility by transforming 
I 
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Executive Councils into Cabinets. These actions 
have been influenced by, and have in turn, stDmulated 
a political awareness amohg the masses, a development 
I • 
of political parties, and a transfer of authority from 
the groups that had held he monopoly to the new men. 
In Freetown, as we have sren, this has meant .the replace-
ment of the old Creole le dership by a Protectorate-led 
coterie of new individuablatc.kground 
How far the social of the new men has 
I 
influenced or will influe ce political decisions is a 
further study. Eventuall , of course, the present poli-
tical "men of power•~ will I be able to translate their. 
influence into social advantages for their children that 
I 
will help these children to achieve the higher ranking 
status positions. The cracial question is whether they 
will, when they reach social elite position, accept the 
present process of oreoli~ation as their prestige stan-
dard or create new patter's and standards for others to 
follow. 
CO CLUSION 
CHAPTER XII 
SOCIAL CHANGE AND SOC 
SUMMARY AND C 
STRATIFICATION 
Thinking men of ever nation and age since the dawn 
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of history have been pond ring the problem of social change. 
Every great language cont ins a formidable body of philo-
sophical, historical and scientific writings on the topic. 
Yet we do not know exactl when and where ·men first became 
conscious of change in the social order. There is no 
telling whether man first learned the great lesson of the 
mutability of all things ffom the seasons and the stars 
or from the vicissitudes o group life. 
For Maciver this fact of constant change is more 
than a characteristic cieties; it is itself part 
of society. In Maciver's ·diom, society is nnot a thing 
but a becoming, not a proa[at but a prooess.n1 Ana as 
a result it can onlY be satisfactorily explainea in terms 
of the interaction of the several factors that are opera-
[ e call soc 4 al change. These tive in the whole complex ~ 
factors, however, are not learly demarcated but are fused. 
lR. M. Maciver and c. H. Page, Society (New York: 
Rinehart, 1949), P• 511. 
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This makes all the mmre difficult the problem of 
analyzing just how change has occured. Changes in tech-
nology, in education, in conomic and political structures, 
and in the predominant id ologies all affect in varying 
degrees social relationshJps and the social stratification 
system. The relation and interaction of all these varied 
factors in any process of \social change is not, as has 
been said, something fixe1 or given. It has to be found 
in each specific case; and it can oniliy be found by first 
understanding the changes lin the respective parts as well 
as their cumulative effec~ on the society considered as 
an integrative unit. In Jhe circumstances, it is not sur-
prising that what we know about social change and strati-
fication is more descript·ve than analytic. 
If the problem of social change remains one of the 
most challenging) and, in erms of solution, one of the 
weakest, areas in sociolo~y;. and if an adequat~ theory 
of social change is yet to[ be found, these admissions do 
not invalidate or minimise the value of the descriptive 
material already accumulat d. 
Indeed, social change and stratification is the 
most historical of social henomena, for, as Maciver 
I 
wrote "a social structure annat be placed in a museum 
I 
to save it from the ravag~s of time.n2 Furthermore, 
one can show what a thing lis only by showing how it be-
came what it is. Sociololy without any reference to 
history would therefore b
1
.1 an attempt to understand and 
explain human relations tl complete ignorance of vital 
I 
elements which have contr buted to the nature of those 
relations. In no field i the saying 'history without 
sociology is blind, and s ciology without history is 
empty' truer than in the and analysis of class 
structure. 
There is, of course, o dearth of theories to ex~ 
plain changes in a societ or in its stratification sys-
tem. There are the Marxi or economic approach, the 
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Freudian or psychological) and the Hobbesian or political 
power theory. Each of the e theories is simplistic and 
inadequate because each at\ ributes exclusive or at least 
primary dynamic significance to some one part of the 
total society. As Talcott[Parsons puts it in his evalua-
tion of Marxist theory on he occasion of the centenary 
of the Communist Manifesto: 
2~. 
One cannot help having the impression that 
in these matters Marx chose one among the possi-
bilities rather thanlproving that3there could be only one of crucial Significance. 
Fundamental to any tleory of stratification are 
two opposing viewpoints.lThe first - the ~functional:. 
point of view - holds tha the existing differential 
" 
distribution of privilege and disprivilege derives from 
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the efforts of a society to fulfill its necessary goals, 
and that a stratification system is necessary and indis-
pensable. The opposite v·ew holds that the case is •not 
proven'; that there are c ntradictions in the functional 
theory, and that it is a oot point whether stratifica-
tion·is inevitable as, 
historically, no sys 
made, under propitio 
the tradition that e 
as all other men so 
propriate tasks cons 
The concept of 
biological sciences 
3Talcott Parsons, 
in the Light of Recent 
Economie Review Papers a 
ematic effort has ever been 
s circumstances, to develop 
ch man is as socially wo~thy 
ong as he performs his ap-
ientiously.4 
stems primarily from the 
its usage in the present con-
cial Classes and Class Conflict 
iological Theory," American 
Proceedings, 39 (1949) 16-26. 
~. M. Tumin, "So~e rinciples of Stratific~tion: 
A Critical Analysis;" Am.e ican Sociolo ical Review, 18 
(August 1953} pp. 387.-394. 
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text derives from its sd~ptstion by social anthropo~ogists. 
Radcliffe-Brown is often! regarded as the father of func-
tiona~ism, though he nevrr c~aimed the appe~ation himse~f. 
He asserted that, ! 
The function of any\ recurrent activity, such as the 
punishment of a cri~e or a funeral ceremony, is the 
part it plays in thf social life as a whole and there-
fore the contribution it makes to the maintenance-of 
the structural continuity ••• Such a view implies 
that a social syster· (the total social structure of 
a society together ith the totality of social usages 
in which that struc.ure appears and on which it de-
pends for its continued existence) has a certain 
ki~d o5 unity, whic* we may speak of as a functional 
un~ty. 1 
I 
i 
I 
Kingsley Davis and Moore have set out clearly the 
i 
functionalist standpoint\on social stratificatiol;l.. They 
I 
hold that there is somet~ing inevitable and positively 
I . 
functional about the ubituity and antiquity of social 
I 
inequality. They assertlthat, 
As a functioning meJhanism a society must some-
how distribute its members in social positions and 
induce them to perf~rm the duties of these positions 
••• Since the posttions are not equal, a society 
must have some kinds of rewards that it can use as 
inducements and sam~ way of distributing the~e re-
wards differentiall* according to positions. 
5A.R. Radc~iffe-Brol , "On the Concept of F~ction 
in Socia~ Science," AmerTcan ~Anthropo~ogist Vo~.: mVIII 
(1935) p. 395. 
0Kingsley ·Davis_ and. W • . E. Moore, ttSome. Principles of 
Stratifioation,n American Sociological Review Vol. X 
(April 1945) pp. 242~2491 
i 
I 
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Certain critics, ro~ example, Myrdal, regard £unc-
tional theory as merely ~he orientation o£ the conserv-
ative social scientist w~o would d~£end the status quo.? 
Others, like Matton, havf criticized the functional 
standpoint £or its disre$ard of the possibly disinte-
grative consequences of tertain institutions in a 
society. For instance, Js Merton has shown, in cross-
cultural situations wherl various religions may be com-
peting for the allegianc~ of the inhabitants, the role of 
. ! 
religions may be more di~sive and even destructive than 
positively functional. T~us, as ·Merton has further 
pointed out, the theory or the functional unity of 
I 
society should be an empitical variable and not a postu-
I 
late, for social usages m~y be 
I 
functional for some groups 
I 
and dysfunctional for oth~rs in the 
I 
failure to distinguish berween what 
whole and what is functiolal for the 
the :weaknesses of the f1ctionalist 
8 
same society. This 
is functional for the 
part remains one of 
approach. 
Davis and Moore have argued £urther that the differ-
ential reward system foun in a society is functionally 
necessary and justifiable in order adequately to staff 
the important positions i1 the society with persons of 
7 Gunnar Myrdal, An Ambri-can Dilemma (New :York: Harper 
Bros., 1944), Vol. II, p .. f-056. 
BR. K. Merton, Social\ Theor1 and Social Structure 
(Glencoe, Ill.: Free Press~ 1957-, Chap. l. 
I 
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I 
skill, training and res~onsibility. This viewpoint 
excludes the concept of runctional alternatives, f6r, 
i 
as Turn.in has pointed outi, a generalized theory of social 
stratification must recobnize that the prevailing system 
of inducements and rewar~s is only one of many vari.ailts 
in the whole range of po~sible systems of motivation 
I 
which, at least theoreticallY, are capable of working 
I 
in human society.9 l 
I 
I 
i On the whole, the w1akness of the functionalist 
theory lies not in the t~eory as such, but in some one 
or other of its assumptio~s. It has been argued, for 
instance, that in. Americ~ society at least, there are 
numerous occupations of h~gh prestige and/or material 
reward whose functional rblationship to societal survival 
I 
or efficiency would be vety hard to determine.10 
Functional theory also sulfers from its impreciseness, 
for it is extremely diffibult to say at any time that a 
I 
certain thing is function'l for the whole society. In 
. I 
the final analysis, whethir a system, or element of a 
system, is functional or 1ysfunctional will depend 
9M. Tumin, "Some l'ri loiples o:f Strati:fioation. 
A Critical Analysis," op.4cit., p. 391. 
i 10cuber and Kenkel ci tie the case of persons in the 
entertainment world. Cf. ~uber & Kenkel, Social Strati-
fication (New York! Apple
1
uon-Century-Crofts, 1954), 
p. 309. 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
greatly on the kinds or !societal goals which are being 
I 
sought, and the predom.i.qant orientations or the actors 
I 
in the status-reward-sys~em. 
I 
Broadly, one can saf that Freetown has moved from 
a particularistic-orientbd to a universalistic-oriented 
type or society, or from\ Community to Society in the 
I . 
sense of Tonnies. 10 We fan distinguish rour relatively 
distinct periods in this development. The first - the 
period from the arrival @f the Black Poor to about 1830 
I 
- was one of relative st,bility and homogeneity. There 
I • 
were no other groups to qontest or m~pulate the 
westernized township tha~ was emerging, and the ranking 
orders in terms of our t'liree criteria of class, status· 
I 
and power were rilled by [the New World Settlers. This 
I 
was followed by a period 1of rapid growth in Which new 
opportun1 ties were creatj
1
d and the Liberated Africans 
assimilated into the cult~e of the Settlers. 
I By the 1870 1 s we obs~rve a slowing down of the rate 
or growth and a second crtstallization of wealth, status 
and power in the hands ofl the upwardly mobile Liberated 
10 I F. Tennies, Gemein$chaft und Gesellschart, trans. 
and edited by C. P. Loomi~ as Fundamental Concepts of 
Sociology (New York: Ame ican Book Co., 1940}. 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
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Africans and those Settiers who had retained their social 
position. By the close\[ o:r the f'irst quarter o:r this 
century, the society betins to experience another period 
o:r economic and technol9gical development with accompany-
! 
ing social changes whictl the Second World War has 
i 
I 
I 
accelerated. 
I 
In the two periods \o:r rapid social development, . 
there are certain signi~icant similarities. There were, 
:ror example, important c~anges in the educational system 
i 
- in the one instance, tte provision o:r schools :ror the 
Liberated A:rricans, in t e other, the establishment o:r 
.western-type schools in he Protectorate. Education was 
thus a crucial instrumen providing, f'irst the Liberated 
Af'ricans and then the trfbal Mricans, with the knowledge 
and skills necessary :ror\movement into new and more highly 
valued roles than those ~ccupied by their parents. 
! 
Further, in these tJo periods, changes occurred and 
I 
are occurring in the political and judicial spheres by 
! 
legal enactments and ext~nsions o:r the :rranchise which 
I 
have created conditions Jhich are conducive to an increase 
in equality and social ~bility. Socio-economic changes 
have also created new oc~upations with new levels o:r 
aspiration and expectatidp.s. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
i 
I 
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There are also sig4ificant differences between these 
two periods. In the £i~st period, the process o£ change 
was accentuated by the ~nequivocal desire on the part of 
the members of the two ~ominant agencies, the Government 
and the Missions, that ~he Liberated Africans should 
accept the westernized c~lture, a variant of whiCh was 
practices by the Settlerls. The fact that the Liberated 
Africans £aced Settler crlture as individuals and 
isolates rendered the talk of assimilation easier to 
accomplish. In the presint phase this desire on the part 
of the dominant agents i~ absent. No attempt is now 
I 
made to incorporate tribrl immigrants into the Creole 
community; instead their! cultures are respected and 
allowed to survive. Nottithstanding this, the Change 
from a subsistence to a ~ash nexus and the vast expansion 
of the mining industries are influencing and modif'ying 
tribal cultures; and one result of these developments 
is the large-scale movement of peoples from one tribal 
area to anoth~r. The pricess o£ technological and 
commercial development i, also demanding a greater 
rational organization of man power: placement in the 
future will be governed greater measure by the factors 
of individual ability an technological needs rather than 
ethnic background. 
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Thus we may forese, that the old relationship of 
quasi-patriarchal Creo11 domination and tribal symbiosis 
will disappear, and the 1old devices of personal patronage 
I 
and the explicit as w.el~ as implied acceptance of a 
generally known and pref[erred culture will have to be 
replaced by new codes of\ conduct based upon formal group 
agreements and legislatipn. 
I 
In tribal areas, th~ neighborhood is still the basic 
local- unit in which much of the social life of the people 
is comprised. Taking thfs and the importance of the 
extended family rel~tionfhiP into account, it is safe to 
I 
say that the social strurture of rural areas is still 
community-like. However there is occurring, as we have 
already observed, a grea, movement of populations into 
the new towns developing around the mining industries, 
especially into Lunsar d Yengema, and into the city of 
i 
Freetown. Banton has shqwn how, in the case of Freetown, 
I 
new contact-providing gr ups such as tcompins 1 and 
tdancing societiest have up among the tribal 
immigrants to take the p the older groupings of 
the community life 11 in th1 tribal settings. 
On significant difference between the rrcomplns" and 
11M. Banton, op. cit1., pp. 162-195. 
traditional 
membership 
'I 
i 
I 
I 
association~ in tribal cultures is that 
in "cornpinsn l,is not restricted to any one 
I 
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particular tribe. Thes are new social groupings develop-
ing in an urban milieu nd made possible only by the 
forces operating in urb centers. They are thus evidence 
I 
of the breakdown of tri1al social systems under urban con-
ditions and the first a aptations of the tribal immigrants 
to the social system of the city. 
The quintessence of these changes in social strati-
i 
fication seem to be the rvolution of a more 1 classt type 
of society, and the disarpearance of the 1 statust-group 
type of society which ch~racterized 19th century Freetown. 
I 
In this way~ Max Weber if corroborated when he wrote that 
• • • when the base~ of the acquisition and 
distribution of goo1s are relatively stable, 
stratification by status is favored. Every 
technological reper~ussion and economic trans-
formation threatens I stratification by status· 
and pushes the clas~ situation into the fore-
ground.l2 I 
I 
The two extremes of stat~s-giving co.nditions - descent the 
old Creole oligarchy and !descent from tribesmen, with 
their corresponding diff~rences in honor and other attri-
butes of ;r st.atus 1 - are tpid~y losing their former 
significance. There is , erg1.ng a new middle class based 
12 
Supra, p. ). 
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increasingly on socio-eJonomic rectors and uncomplicated 
I 
I 
by the ethnic ~actor. 
Changing social re~ationships, increasing hetero-
geneity and mobility or ~opulati,on, citirication of 
~ormerly rural and tribal communities, and the changing 
composition o~ social cl\asses, it ~ay be ~inally suggested, 
I 
! 
create a demand ~or more\ competent political leadership, 
I 
~or more and better-traired administrators, community 
development ofricers andltown planners. While thia 
raises serious problems lor the future of democracy, 
there seems to be no othrr choice. The present problems 
are but the birth pangs ~ the new universalistic-
oriented society. 
It is a reasonable xpectation that a study o~ this 
l 
sort should result in so1e anticipations as to the future 
o~ the Freetb'~n s tatus-r~ward-power system. It should be 
remembered, however," tha* a s trati~ic at ion system is an 
I 
integral part o~ a total \social system, and there~ore is 
. i 
vitally a~~ected by what !takes place in the other inter-
dependent areas. This a~one renders any prediction 
liable to error ir not a~solutely futile. Notwithstanding 
all this, it seems sa~e ~o say that there will not be a 
return to the caste-like [type o~ society with predominant 
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ascriptive criteria as haracterized nineteenth century 
Freetown. It is plausi to argue that, within a 
generation there will h evolved a Sierra.Leone con-
cept to take the place f the Creole/tribal compartment-
alization. 
Lastly, a word abo t methodology. One can distinguish 
five basic procedures w l.ch are part of the methodology 
of any science. These e the statistical, expe:riment al, 
typological, historical and case procedures. Of these, 
the historical procedure is the least developed in con-
temporary American socio ogy while the statistical has 
been the most employed. It has been suggested that this 
seeming neglect is due t a general American indifference 
to the ndead past, n and lso to the fact that sociologists 
have been busy trying to adapt the developments in other 
disciplines for use in s ciological analysis of con-
temporary conditions and have therefore not had much time 
to deal with historical ontinuities. 13 Further, as 
Becker and Boskoff have 
There is a widespre 
materials Lf.e. his 
valid' than those c 
interviewer with a 
mechanical 1interac 
oted~ 
d American belief that such 
orica17 are somehow 1 less 
llected by a doorbell-ringing 
chedule in his hand; by a 
ion recorder'; or even by a 
1 3aoward Becker and Alvin Boskoff (eds.) Modern 
Sociological Theory (New York: Dryden Press, 1957), 
pp. 210-234· 
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tparticipant observ 
to his data. Over 
sociologists have s 
It is primarily the 
historical procedur 
although it must be 
bring in history in 
implicit part of th 
get quite close 
he years a few persistent 
eadily rejected tb±s belief, 
e few who have kept the 
productive in sociology, 
noted that many studies 
identally op use it as an 
ir design.l4 
As Cuber and Kenkel have rightly pointed out: 
I 
Historical data, personal observation, and 
illustrative cases rre all empirical and highly 
useful in this and ~n many other fields, even 
though they yield nb coefficients of correlation 
or chi squares .15 .1 
Franklin Frazier's lork on the American Negro is an 
excelle~t example of the use that can be made of records 
of the past tot hrow lig t on the contemporary status of 
the Negro in American so iety. 16 Similarly, Gilberto 
. I 
Freye's Cas Grande and Senzala on social relationships 
in colonial Brazil is in ispensable reading for an 
! 
underst{:l.nding of present day race and color relations in 
Brazil. 17 
14Ibi d., p. 230. 
15cuber and Kenkel, op. cit., p. 32. 
16F. Frazier, The N aro in the United States 
(New York: Macmillan, ll 9). 
17Gilberto Freye, C ,sa Grande and Senzala, trans. by 
S. Putnam as The Master and the Slaves (New York: Knopf, 
1946). 
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It is in thi. s tradition that we want this study to 
be viewed; and it is our hope that it will provide the 
basic guide posts f'or a f'uller understanding of' the 
dynamics of' Freetown society and will serve as a 
necessary background f'or f'urther studies on the con-
temporary scene. 
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APPENDIX I 
HANDBILL RECRUITING THE BLACK POOR 
It having been maturely and humanely considered, by 
what means a support might be given to the Blacks, who 
seek the protection or this government; it is round that 
no place is so rit and proper, as the Grain Coast or 
Africa; where the necessgries or lire may be supported 
by the force of industry and moderate labour, and lire 
rendered very cororortable. It has been meditated to 
send Blacks to Nova Sc,otia, but this plan is laid aside, 
as that country is unfit and:'.improper,ror the said Blacks. 
The Committee for the Black Poor, accordingly recom-
mended Henry Smeathman, Esq~; who is acquainted with this 
part or the coast or Africa, to take charge or all the 
said persons, who are desirous of going with him; and to 
give them all rit and proper encouragement, agreeable 
with the humanity or the British Government .. 
Batesants Coffee House, 
17th May, 1786. 
By desire or the Committee 
JONAS HANWAY, Chairman. 
Those who are desirous of profitiingby this opportun-
ity, of settling 'in one or the most pleasant and fertile. 
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countries in the known world, may apply for further 
information to Mr. SMEATH}Ulli, the Author of the Plan, 
and Agent for the Settlement, at the Office for Free 
Africans, No. 14 Gannon Street. 
C.f. Granville Sharp, Short Sketch of Temporary Regu-
lations for the Indended Settlement (dated 3 July 1786) 
p. 41; The Gentlements Magazine, 1786, Vol. lvi, p. 620. 
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APPENDIX II 
Confidential. 
QUESTIONNAIRE ON SOCIAL CHANGES IN SIERRA LEONE 
1. Sex. (underline Which) Male Female 
2. Age. Plea13e· indicate by placing a check mark, "x 11 
opposite one of the following: 
Under 20 
20 - 25 
25 - 30 
30 - 35 
Above 35 
3. Place of Birth (Town, location and district if poss~e) 
4· Tribe 
5. How old were you when you moved out of your place of 
birth for the first time? 
6. In What other places have you lived outside your 
birth place? 
10 years ago 
5 tl tl 
2 n n 
7. What standard of education did your father reach? 
Please indicate by placing an X opposite one of the 
following: 
No formal education 
Elementary up to Std 4 
Secondary but below School Certificate 
Secondary up to School Certificate 
Above School Certificate (Please indicate 
8. For whom does or did your rather work? Please 
indicate by placing an X opposite one ·or the 
roll owing! 
Central Government 
Local Government 
Missions 
Private Commercial Business: European 
.African 
Asian 
Selr employed 
Other (please indicate) 
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9. What is or was your rather's occupation? Please 
indicate by placing an X opposite one or the rollowing: 
Farmer (subsistence-peasant i.e. he does not sell all 
or most or his produce ror cash) 
Farmer (cash i.e. he sells most or all or his produce 
ror cash) 
Trader (i.e. hawker, petty trader, store owner). 
Indicate what type or a trader 
Teacher (elementary~ secondary, college). 
Indicate what type 
Minister or Religion (speciry denomination) 
Clerk (speciry grade) 
Artisan (i.e. carpenter, bricklayer, mechanic, 
painter, etc.) 
Chier 
Headman 
Village Elder 
Other. In case the occupation or your rather is not 
one or those indicated above, please write in below 
the name or his occupation. 
10. If you are a member of a church, state which 
denomination 
11. What is or was your father 1 s (a) religion 
(b) denominati. on 
If none, state 1 none 1 • 
12. What is or was your mother 1 s (a) religion 
(b) denomination 
If none, state 1none'. 
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13. Suppose some young persons asked.your advice on 
what would be one of the best occupations' to 
aim toward in Sierra Leone these days. What ONE 
occupation do you think you would advise him to 
aim toward? 
14. Here are 25 familiar Sierra Leone occupations. 
I want you to evaluate them in terms of what you 
consider their prestige·ranking. Try not to judge 
a job according to your opinion of just one person 
you know who has such a job. Place the number 1 
opposite the job you think ranks the highest, 
2 opposite the next and so on down to 25. 
Employee of Cable and Wireless Co. 
Piusne Judge 
Taxi Driver 
Journalist 
Medical Practitioner 
Barber 
Nursing S.is ter 
Undertaker 
Trader (one who owns 
his own tusiness) 
Dentist 
1st Grade Clerk 
College Lecturer· 
Policeman 
Member o~ House o~ 
Representatives 
Secondary School 
Teacher 
Farmer 
Town Clerk 
Lawyer 
Elem. Sch. 'Teacher 
Dispenser, Medical 
Building Contractor 
Minister o~ Religion 
Station Master Railway 
Accountant 
Civil Engineer 
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15. If you were asked to use one of these four names 
of your social class, Which would you say you 
belonged in; the middle class, lower class, 
working class or upper class? 
Middle 
Lower 
Working 
Upper 
Dontt Know 
16. How important in Sierra Leone today are the follow-
ing things in deciding to which class a person 
belong? Place the number 1 opposite the criterion 
you thi·nk the most important, 2 opposite the next, 
and so on. 
Who his family is 
How much money he has 
What sort of education he has 
What job he holds 
What his religion is {i.e. christian, moslem, 
pagan) 
Can you name FIVE well-known families in Sierra 
Leone today you will call upper class (~ierra 
Leonets aristo)? 
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18. Do you agree or disagree with the statement that 
Sierra Leone is truly a land or opportunity and 
that merit is what counts not luck or ravour? 
Agree Disagree Donr t Know 
--------- -------
19. Ir there is an.election tomorrow, which party will 
you support? 
s.L.P .. P. U.P.P. P.N.P. 
Nat. C. Dontt Know 
20. Ir you had a choice, which town in Sierra Leone ·: 
would you like to live in? 
HAVE YOU CHECKED ANSWERS ON EACH QUESTION AND ALL VITAL 
INFORMATION? 
THANK YOU. 
272 
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Source Material of Theoretical Relevance: 
BOOKS 
Barber, B. Social Stratification. New York: Harcourt, 
Brace, 1957. 
Bendix, R. et al. Class, Status and Power. Glencoe, 
Ill.i Free Press, 1953. 
Cole, G.D.H. Studies in Class Structure. London: 
Kegan Paul, 1955. 
Cuber, J. F. and Kenkel, W. F. Social Stratification. 
New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1954. 
Dollard, J. Caste and Class in a Southern Town. New York: 
Harper & Bros., 1949. 
Durkheim, E. The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life. 
Translated by J. w. Swain. Glencoe, Ill.: 
Free Press, 1947. 
Fromm, E. Escape From Freedom. New York: Rinehart, 1941. 
Linton, R. The Study of Man. New York: Appleton-
Century-Crofts, 1936. 
Maciver, R. M. and Page, C. H. Society. New York: 
Rinehart, 1949· 
Marshall, T. H. Citizenship and Other Essays. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1950. 
Merton, R. K. Social Theory and Social Structure. 
Revised edition. Glencoe, Ill.: Free Press, 1957. 
Parsons, T. Essays in Sociological Theory, Pure and 
Applied. Revised edition. Glencoe, Ill.: 
Free Press, 1954. 
Pope, L. Millhands and Preachers. New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1942. 
273 
Sorokin, P. A. Social Mobility. New York: Harper & 
Bros., 1927. 
Tennies, F. Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft. Translated 
and edited by C. P. Loomis as Fundamental 
Concepts of Sociology. New York: American 
Book Co., 1940. 
Veblen, T. Theory of the Leisure Class. New York: 
Macmillan, 1912. 
Weber, M. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of 
Capitalism. Translated by Talcott Parsons. 
London: Allen & Unwin, 1930. 
. 
From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology. Trans-
lated by H. H. Gerth and c. W. Mills. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1946. 
The Theory of Social and Economic Organization. 
Translated by i. M. Henderson and Talcott Parsons. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 1947. 
Wight, M.. The Develo ment of the Le islative Council. 
London: Faber and Faber, 19 7• 
Williams, E. Capitalism and Slavery. Chapel Hill: 
University of Carolina Press, 1944. 
Wilson, L. and Kolb, W. L. Sociological Analysis. 
New York: HarcoUrt, Brace, 1949. 
ARTICLES and PERIODICALS 
Anderson, c. A. ffThe Need for a Functional Theory of 
Social Class," Rural Sociology, Vol. XIX (1954) 
pp. 152-160. 
Davis, Kingsley. "A Conceptual Analysis of Stratif'ication,rr 
American Sociological Review, Vol. VII (June 1·942) 
pp. 309-321. 
Lenski, G. "Status Crystallization: A Non-vertical 
Dimention of' Social Status, tt American Socio-
logical Review, Vol. XIX (1954) pp. 405-413· 
Tumin, M. M. "Some Principles of Stratification: A 
Critical .Analysis,'' American Socioloaical 
Review, Vol. XVIII (1953) pp. 387-39 • 
Source Material on the Freetown Data: 
PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 
274 
Great Britain, Public Record Office, Colonial Office, 
Despatches and Reports. Series No. c.o. 267/ 
Great Britain, Public Record Office, Colonial Office, 
· Sessional Pa7ers and Council Minutes. Series 
No. D.O. 270 • . · 
Great Britain, Parliamentary Papers, Vol. VII (Report of 
the Commissioners of Inquiry into the State of 
Colony of Sierra Leone, 1827). 
Great Britain, Parliamentary Papers, Vol. XXXVII {Report 
of Colonel Ord, the Commissioner Appointed to 
Inquire Into the Condition of the British 
Settlements on the West Coast of Africa, 1865). 
Sierra Leone, Census Reports 1881 - 1931. 
BOOKS 
Alldridge, T. J. A Transformed Colony. London: Seeley, 
1910. 
Banton, M. West African Ci tz.. London: Oxford University 
Press, 1957. 
Blyden, E. Christianity, Islam and the Negro Race. 
2nd Edition. London: 1889. 
Clarke, R. Sierra Leone Manners and Customs. London: 
B. White, 1843. 
Crooks, J. J. History of the Colony of Sierra Leone. 
London: Simkin, 1903. 
275 
Dallas, R. C. The History or the Maroons, rrom their 
Origin to the Establishment of their Chier Tribe 
at Sierra Leone, etc. 2 Vols. London: Longman 
& Rees, 1803. 
Evans, I. L. An Early Constitution of Sierra Leone. 
London: Longman & Rees, 1832. 
Falconbridge, A. M. Two Voya~es to Sierra Leone 1791-93. 
London: Seeley, 179 • 
Goddard, T. N. The Handbook or Sierra Leone. London: 
Grant Richards, 1925. 
Groves, C. F. The Planting of Christianity in Africa. 
London: Lutterworth, 1948. 
Hargreaves, J. D. A Life of Sir Samuel Lewis. London: 
Oxford University Press, 1958. 
Hoare, P. Memoirs of Granville· Sharp. London: Seeley, 
1820 
Ingham, E. G. Sierra Leone After A Hundred Years. London: 
Seeley, 1894. 
Kingsley, M. West African Studies. London: Macmillan, 
1901. 
Kuczynski, R. R. A Demographic Survey of the British 
Colonial Empire. 2 Vols. London: . oxrord 
University Press, 1948. 
Lewis, Roy. Sierra Leone: A Modern Portrait. London: 
H. M. Stationary Office, 1954. 
Little, K. L. The Mende of Sierra Leone. London: Kegan 
Paul, 1951. 
Luke, Sir H. A Bibliography of Sierra Leone. 2nd edition. 
London: Oxrord University Fress, 1925. 
Martin, E. c. The British West African Settlements 
1750-1821. London: Oxrord University Press, 1927. 
Matthews, J. A Voyage to the River Sierra Leone. London: 
B. White, 1788. 
Meek, C. K. et al. Europe and 1'1est Africa. London: 
Oxford University Press, 1940. 
276 
Melville, M. A Residence in Sierra Leone. Edited by 
Hon. Mrs. Norton. Longon: John lYiurray, 1849. 
Poole, T. E. Life Scener and Customs in Sierra Leone. 
2 Vols. London: Longman & Rees, 1 0. 
Seddall, F. Missionary History of Sierra Leone. London: 
Hertchard, 1874. 
Shreeve~ W. w. Sierra Leone: The Princi 
on the tlest Coast. London: 
Thompson, F. W. Butt. Sierra Leone in His tory and 
Tradition. London: Witherby, 1926. 
Thompson, T. J. Jubilee and Centenary Volume of Fourah 
Bay College. Freetown: Elsiemay, 1930. 
Wadstrom, c. B. An Essay on Colonization. London: 
Hindmarsh, 1795: 
ARTICLES and. PERIODICALS 
Archibald, A. "Story of Deportation of Negroes from Nova 
Scotia to Sierra Leone,n_coll. of the Nova 
Scotian Historical Society, Halifax, Vol. VII 
(1889-91) pp. 130-147· 
Fyfe, C. H. 11 European and Creole Influences in the 
Interior of Sierra Leone Before 1896,n Sierra 
Leone Studies N.S. No. 6 (June 1956) pp. 113-123. 
nThe Life and Times of John Ezzidio n Sierra 
Leone Studies N.s. No. 4 (June 1955) pp. 213-223. 
"The Sierra Leone Press in the Nineteenth 
----Century," Sierra Leone Studies N.S. No. 8 
(June 1957) PP• 226-236. 
Hargreaves, J. D. "Establishment of the Sierra Leone 
Protectorate,u Cambrid§e Historical Journal 
Vol. XII (1956) pp •. 56- 0. 
Jones-Quartey, K.A.B. "Sierra Leone t s Role in the Develop-
ment of Ghana 1820-1930, n Sierra Leone Studies 
N.s. No. 10 {June 11, 1958) pp. 73-84. 
277 
Little, K. L. 11 The Significance of the l'llest .African 
Creole for Africanis t and .Afro-American Studies, 11 
Journal of African Affairs, Vol. 49 No. 197 
(December 1950) pp. 308-319. 
nstructural Change in the Sierra Leone 
Protectorate," Africa Vol. XXV No. 3 (July 1955) 
pp. 217-233· 
Porter, A. T. 11 Religious Affiliation in Freetown, Sierra 
Leone,,'' Africa Vol. XXIII No. 1 (January 1953) 
pp. 3-14. 
Smith, T. W. uThe L~yalis ts at Shelburne, ff Coll. of the 
Nova Scotian Historical Society, Halifax, Vol. V. 
H. s. nThe Chan~ng Image of the Sierra Leone 
Colony in the Works of E. w. Blyden,n Sierra 
Leone Studies N.S. No. 11 (De~ember 1958) 
pp. 136-148. 
UNPUBLISHED MATERIAL 
Cbx-George, N. A. nFinancial System of a West African 
Colony in Relation to Economic Development.n 
Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, London University, 1954. 
Mellor, G. R. uBritish Policy in Relation to Sierra 
Leone." Unpublished M.A~, Thesis, Londo.ri University 
1935-
OTHER SOURCES 
Clarkson, J. Mission to America. Manuscript in Public 
Archives- of Nova Scotia, Halifax, N .s. Canada. 
Church Missionary Records at C.M.S. House, Salisbury 
Square, London, England. 
Sierra Leone Newspapers in the Nineteenth Century now 
Housed at the British Museum Newspaper Library 
(Colindale) London, England. 
ABSTRACT 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CREOLE SOCIETY OF 
FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE 
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A Study in Social Strati~ication and the Processes 
o~ Social Mobility 
The study is concerned with an analysis o~ the social 
strati~ioation system o~ Freetown society ~rom 1787 on-
wards in terms o~ Max Weber's three orders o~ the economic, 
(to which he limited the term tclass 1 ), the social (which 
is composed o~ status groups based on di~~erential honor), 
and political power (which Weber associated with parties 
or power-seeking groups). The study is also interested 
in the d~gree o~ consistency or crystallization between 
these three criteria at di~~erent phases in Freetown's 
history. 
The methodology employed is the historical procedur~.· 
An analysis is made o~ mission societies' reports, Govern-
ment publications, loyal newspapers and printed works o~ 
travellers ~or the light they throw on styles o~ li~e o~ 
the di~~erent groups in Freetown with particular re~er-
ence to Weber 1 s criteria. 
Unlike other British dependencies on the African 
mainland, Freetown in West Mrica was ~ounded in 1787 as 
a home ~or Negroes ~rom England and the New World. These 
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Settlers responded to the differential treatment meted 
out by the British Administration and other anCillary 
agencies. They~ormed a small but distinctive group of 
westernized Negroes whose culture became the most 
prestigeful for all groups in the territory. To these 
Settlers were added, between 1808 and 1850, Liberated 
Africans as these were rescued from slave ships enroute 
to the New World. The following years saw the process of 
adaptation and assimilation by which the two groups -
the Settlers and the Liberated Africans - merged to form 
the resultant Creole community. 
Two periods of status crystallization can be discerned 
in the social evolution of the Freetown society. The 
first can roughly be set between 1787 and 1830, when the 
Settler groups were dominant and the tribal Africans or 
Liberated Africans had not advanced sufficiently on any 
of the criteria of stratification under review to 
challenge Settler supremacy. The next period, about 1830 
to 1870, was one of rapid change during which the Colony's 
boundaries were extended and advance made in the political 
and economic fields. Individuals from the body of Liber-
ated Africans gained recognition by virtue of success in 
trade and business. It was a period of status incon-
sistency when some families and individuals ranked high on 
the economic variable and low on status or political 
power. 
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By the last quarter of the century the Liberated 
Africans had merged sufficiently with the old Settlers 
to form a new crystallization in which status was pre-
dominant. By the 1920 1 s, the society had begun to 
experience another period of economic and technological 
development with accompanying social changes. There was 
again status inconsistency, as tribal individuals rose 
in the economic and political orders and challenged 
Creole supremacy. 
Basically, this evolution of the social stratifi-
cation system of Freetown showed a gradual transition 
from a particularistic-oriented society of discrete 
status groupings to a universalistic-oriented society made 
up of a continuum of economic and prestige classes. In 
the first period the society had a caste-like structure 
in which prestige depended on ascriptive criteria. With 
an increase in the importance of achievement criteria as 
crucial determinants of social class position, first the 
Liberated Africans in the 1830-1870 period, and then the 
tribal Africans after 1920, successfully challenged the 
particularistic type of institutional norm on which the 
society was structured. 
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From the evidence examined, it seems unlikely that 
there will be a return to the caste-like type of society 
with ascriptive criteria that characterized nineteenth 
century Freetown. Thus one can conclude that the trend is 
towards the evolution of a Sierra Leanean society with 
which individuals will identify on a national level and 
away from particularistic loyalties to tribal or ethnic 
sub-cultures. 
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